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THEATRES 8c THEATRICALS. 



t>E MONTFOKT. 

The story of Miss Joanna Baillie's play o$ 
'' De Montfort" is founded on an interesting trial 
for murder^ in the last century^ of a gentleman 
who resided near the sea shore, and with whom 
the hapless victim had been intimately acquaint- 
ed in his youthful days. On the evening of the 
morder, the resident in question, whom we will 
call Mr. B., was surprised by the entrance of 
his old comrade, who had been shipwrecked on 
that part of the coast. Mr. B. welcomed him 
with apparent cordiality and delight, and in- 
vited him to spend a month or two at his 
mansion. The guest consented, and, the next 
morning, was found murdered in his bed. Mr. 
B. was arrested and tried, but nothing could 

VOL; 11. B 
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'Z THEATRES 

be proved against him, as he had the gout at 
the time, until his servant deposed that, at mid- 
night, she heard the door of his chamber open, 
and, in two or three minutes afterward, that of 
the stranger. Upon this he confessed, and acknow* 
le^ed/ that \ckfikt prottpced hion to eomuck tfie 
horrid deed was, that once, at school, the other 
had contended for a prize, and won it. He was 
executed shortly after. 

MISS mudie's debut. 

On the 23rd of November, 1805, Miss Mudie, 
called The Theatrical Phenomenon ^ a child ap- 
parently about eight years old, with but a compa- 
ratively dhninutive figure even for thai age, who, 
in the preceding season, had played the first rate 
comic characters at Birmingham, Liverpool, Dub- 
lin, and other theatres, made her debut at Covent 
Garden^ as Miss Peg^yy in " The Country Girl.'* 

It is true, she repeated the words of the 
part correctly; her deportment was confident, 
unembarrassed, and sprightly; her voice, for her 
age, powerful ; and her acting evinced intelli- 
gence and industry; in truth, considering her 
performance as that of an infant, it was surprising : 
but, regarding it as a dramatic personification ^ it 
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vtk% omUmftMe. In theint aeene, Afe tense of 
theh^iMe mm gooditttlwedlj expressed; for, when 
Mood J proHiiied totend herbaek into tbe coantry , 
tiie aildieDce rtrj eordially expressed their con* 
osnmeBee by lood applause. In tbe succeefing^ 
weaes, tbey were less eqticfoeal ; fdr, when she 
caiae tobe4ialbed of as a wifr, as a mhtrest, as 
)mi ohjeei pfUne and jeahvay, the scene became 
so ridicaiousjtiiat htssin^ and bcrse-laogbbg En- 
sued. Inie Utile cbild was also contrasted with tbe 
fine person of Miss Branton, (now Conntess of 
Graven,) as AUiheay with a plume of three up- 
rigte ostneb feathers on her bead, the whole con- 
stitntki^ a %nre nearly seven feet high. 

When Peggy was with her guardian, Mr. Mar- 
ray, no very tafl man, she did not reach much high- 
er than his knee ; he was obliged to stoop even to 
kiy bis hand on her head ; to bend himself, to kiss 
her ; and, when she had to lay hold of bis neck- 
cloth to coax him, and to pat him on the cheek, 
he was almost obliged to go on a11*fours. In 
tbe third act. Miss P^ggy is seen walking in the 
Park, dressed in boy's clothes, under the care of 
her jealous guardian. Miss Mudie, instead of 
appearing a fine young man, who oaght to be 
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'< shown the town/' looked shorter than before^ 
and even too Uttte to be safely put into breeches* 
Yet Brunton, as her lover BelvtUe, pursued her, 
and was transported to find her under this dU- 
guise ; and Mr. Murray, her pretended husband, 
was thrown into an agony of despair^ at the idea 
of another man taking her by the hand. The ab- 
surdity was now too great to be endured, and there 
was a burst of censure from all parts of the bouse. 
At last, Charles Kemble, as Harcourt^ exclaimed, 
** Let me introduce you, nephew ; you should 
know each other, you are very like, and of the 
same ape" The whole effect was so out of cha- 
racter, 89 very ludicrous, that the audience soon 
decided against Miss Mudie. 

At first, the audience did not hiss when she was 
on the stage, from delicacy ; but, in her absence, 
they hissed the performance, to stop the play, 
if possible. Yet, as she confidently persevered, 
they, at length, hissed her, and called, vehemently^ 
0^/ off I Miss Mudie was not, however, with- 
out a strong party of " warm friends,*' to sup- 
port her ; and to such a degree did the noise in- 
crease, in the latter scenes, that not a word could 
be heard : on which, Miss Mudie (who had, hither- 
to, appeared entirely occupied with the business of 
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the scene, and whose energy had not in the least 
been damped by the marked disapprobation of 
the house,) walked to the front of the stage> with 
ipreat confidence and composure, though not with- 
out some signs of indignatioo» and ^aid,-^ 

'* laAies and Gentlomeo « 
" I have done nothing to offend you ; and as for those 
whoisre tent Here to hiu me, I will be mach obliged to you to 
torn them out." 

This bold Speech, from such a (afry, astonished 
the audience : some roared with laughter, some 
hissed, others cried off! off I and many ap- 
plauded. Miss Mudie did not appear to be in. the 
slightest degree chagrined or embarrassed, but 
went on with the scene, as if she had been conv' 
pletely successful. At the end of it, the uproar was 
considerable; and a loud cry arising of Manager! 
Manager! Mr. Kemble came forward, and said. 

Gentlemen^ 
'' The great applause with which Miss Mudie has been re-. 
ceived at several provincial theatres, encouraged 9 in her friends, 
a hope, that her merit might be such as to pass the tribunal 
ol your judgment (Fitfienc hUnng,) Be assured, however. 
Gentlemen, that the proprietors of this Theatre by no means 
wish to press any species of entertainmttit upon youywhich^ 
may not meet your approbation.— ^Louii appiaustf.) If, there- 
fore, you will permit Miss Mudid,'*— (IVo / No!) 
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Mr. KemblecouU moihe kearil fbr tooM! time ; 
i»ut, at last, neaily mauiacd^ 

" Tke dnma't lawt, Ae dfaiut'i pttioiiB give !'* 
• '* W«bope, homtvtt, tlist, u tiie pliy has proceeded so 
far, joo will Ribw Miss Madia lo finish Ae^liaiacter.*' 

iVb / iVb / was vociferated from various parts 
of the bouse. Finding this of no avail, Mr, 
^emble tried his success with the femak faart of 
the assemblage, by saying, widi emphasis, . 

" Ladia and GentleiDeD, 
** Let Aie etitreat, that yoa will allow Miss Madie to finiih 
her ^art Perlmps, when jou are informed, that, after this 
nifltt* Aim Mudk wiU be ivlthdiawii fNMi the stage, jou wtH 
be ladiiccdto flomply." 

This last appeal seemed to produce the desired 
^fiect, but the calm was deceitful ; for, upon the 
nesft appearance of the child, the uproar broke 
out with such violence, that she was compelled to 
retire. Mr. Murray then came forward, and re- 
quested to be heard for a few words, when he 
dtpoke as follows : — 

'* Ladies and Geo tlemim, 
, " Jiyon will ha?e ttis kiadncM to alto«v me to tnS|Nia 
^pf»m yoor patkncn five niMstei, Miss -Searie^ «|th ^aiir 
indaigence, will play Hiss Mndie's part, from the com« 
mencement of ifae fifth act." 
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' Order was '%ghin >«st^e4 : fcut, upmi the vf* 
pe&rattee of Mns ftenrle, lioBMttks freve «ag«M^ 
roudy tenewed %e%weii the pKttisBOfe bf MiM 
Mudie, «qA the AnH-Rotei&hiks. All «nn tioiM 
and cofthsioD. When it wat fcuwd thlit «By 
fAterfereiiee woidd tat ^* more emlHtA the fray»^ 
&e temabder of the camtAy wm cotti^ited into 
pantomimic sbowy not a word being keard; and 
the cottain feR on the moetimpetflect performance 
ever wftnened on a London vtage. 

TnSATRICALS IKT^RDICTED AT CAMBRIDOl. 

Ctpff^m Lfmtt fnm lard Nbtfc, mpmli^ « WkmHika^ 

*To the Right Worshipftd, my loting Friende, 

Bb. Dr. Hatcher, ViceChaonoeloarof Cam- 

brid^. 

" If your neighhomr Robhson, good Mr. Vice 

Channcelour, have t<M yon that he hadi Hcenee 

Arom me to lAiew certayn games, suerly I ninal 

needs confesse that he abnseth me therein, or dls, 

I have to muehe ahnaed myseUe in consenting 16 

as great vaniti^. Howheit, I do assnre myseUh 

he hath nothing to shew under my hande Ibt 

any games, or if he htiiae, it is Ibr lawfel games, 

which neither yOti nor any justice can restrayne ; 
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seeing the lause doth alowe them. Sir, I do so 
muche mislyke theis vayne and idle stories, as I 
wyll consent to noneof them. I do utterly mislyke 
any assembly of people, without the servis of 
God, or her Majesty, and therefore gyve my. 
consent to withdraw hym from any of his showes, 
although he have warrant for ibe same, which 
you shale not find treue. 

'* Concerning my man and usher, tliough all 
things be not treu, according to the informacion 
gyven me, so do 1 not leave all to be untreu ; and 
therefore leave the order to your good consider- 
ation, who I, heare, hath alredie handlid tie mat* 
ter with good wisedome ; for which I hartily. 
thank you, and howe muche more easely you 
shall deale with me and my man, so muche more 
dr cause I have to thank you, and shall be the re- 
dier to requite it to your bodye ; but if you fall to 
accusashuns of slander, I trust you wyll gyve^ 
me justice, which will appeale for the same, even 
in greate and grievous slanders ministered 
agaynst me. So 1 leave you to the mercies of 
our Heavenlie Father, whoe ever bless you.*' 

'' In haste, from Kirtling, 20th Sept. 158Q, 
* * Your treue friend, 

*< Roger North/' 
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HA DAME CLAIROir. 

This celebrated lady, destined to be so dis^ 
tinguished, was of the lowest extraction : the 
daughter of a violent and illiterate woman, who, 
with, blows and menaces, drove about the 
child, all day, to manual labour. *' I know not,*' 
said Clairon, of herself, ''whence I derived my 
disgust, but I could not bear the idea to be a mere 
work-woman, or to remain inactive in a corner." 
In her eleventh ^ear, being locked up in a room, 
as a punishment, with the windows fastened, she 
climbed upon a chair, to look about her. A neH^ 
object instantly absorbed her attention: in the 
house opposite, she observed a celebrated actress 
amidst her family, whose daughter was performing 
her dancing lesson : the girl Clairon, the future 
Melpomene^ was struck by the influence of this 
graceful and affectionate scene-^" All my little 
being, (she relates) collected itself into my eyes ; 
.1 lost not a single motion : as soon as the lesson 
had eiided; all the family applauded, and the mo- 
ther embraceii the daughter. That difference 
of her fate, and mine, filled me with profound 
grief; my tears hindered me from seeing any 
longer ; and when my beating heart allowed me 
to re-ascend the chair, all had disappeared," 
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This was a diKorery !^Fr«a thatmoroeDt she 
IcMW no rest ; )dn r^oiotd wImb Ae ccniU 'get 
her mother ta costee her in that rgdvL This 
happy giri 'was «. dimitj tb the unhappy ooa^ 
whos^ aasceptiUfr goios isiitated her ia evttry 
gettuM and tnotiim; aiiid C^roti toon al^^pired 
the efbct of "her ardent «ttidiei^ fitt fhe betrayad 
'all (ba gvaees she had ta«i|^l heraei^ in the c^aa* 
laofiMt «otic6m« of lifo. She diairmad b&t 
IViemds, and ^vea ftoftea«d her barbajrotis mathor; 
ami, iti a woid^ she lieeatioe an aolTcaa, ivMioot 
knowing what«oiMittt«rt€d an aotrets. 

FOOTE, AND THE MAYOR. 

This humourist^ travelliog in the west of 
England, dined one day at an Inn. When the 
cloth was removed, the landlord asked him how 
he Jiked his fare. ** I have dined as well as any 
man in England/* said FoQte. ''Exc^t Mr. 
Mayor/' cried the landlord. ^' I do not except 
any body whatever/* said he. ** But you must/' 
bawled the host *• I won't/'—" You must"— At 
length, the strife ended, by the landlord (who was 
a petty magistrate) taking Foote before the 
Mayor, who observed, it had been Qustomary in 
tliat town, for a^eat number of jears^ alWays to 
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escefi A% Mayor, aod, aecotdtnglyy fined htm a 
diiUiaf for oat ccmianmiif io this aeodviit evstofli. 
Upon ftUs nge dednm Foott paid the Miimg^ 
U the same time obeerviiif , wkh great threwdnet*, 
iksA he thought die laodloffd was the grealeel 
£M4,iQ Cbmtendomy wtepi^^hs Mity0r. 

pope's kpitaph on macklik. 
Several ye^rs before his death, Mr. Macklin 
happened to be in a large company of ladies and 
gentlemen, among whom was the celebrated Mr. 
f ope.— The conversation having turned upon 
agCj one of the ladies addressed herself to Mr. 
Pope, in words to the following effect : — ** Mr. 
Pope, when Mackiin dies, you must write his 
epitaph."— "That I wilJ, madam/* said Pope; 
" aay, I will give it yoo now" 
** Here lies the Jew 
That Shakapeaie drew." 

TSB A'CTOft AK]> THS DAISIftS, 

A soy «f ThespiB, who bad heen some time 
upon the stage, was walkmg in the fields eas ly in 
the year, with a yomg mam who had j vst entemd 
the prafessum ; saddedy the vetertA nm out of 
the path, stopped instantly, and putting teward 
his fcoi on (the gnas^ exdaiaaed, with eestacy. 
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'^ Thr0e, by Heayen ! that for managers V* at the 
ftame time snapping his fingers. '* Three," said his 
astonished companion ; *^ what do you m^an by 
three?" — *' What do I mean^yoii hungry hunter of 
turnips ! y<mll know, before you have strutted in 
three barns, more (three was, no doubt, in this 
case, an ominous number.) In winter, managers 
are the most impudent fellows living, because they 
know we don't like to travel, don't like to leave 
our nests — fear the cold— and all that: — but 
when I can put my foot upon three daisies, ma- 
nagers may whistle for me." 

PRINCE HOARE AND THE DKUKT LANE 
MANAGERS. 

At Florence, this ingenious dramatist, at the 
solicitations of Stephen Storace, produced that 
clever piece, " No Song, no Supper." When both 
parties returned to England, neither the merit 
of the piece, nor yet the delightful compositions 
of Storace, were sufficient to recommend it to 
the managers of " Old Drury." It was, conse- 
quently, brought out by Kelly, at his benefit, and 
not acted for the house, till its success was esta* 
hlkhed, 
. Having thus experienced their liberal treatment 
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with a force^ he took the liberty of getting his 
nextproductioii, (a tragedy,) performed at Bath. 
Mrs. Siddona honoured him by an appUcatioa to- 
him to perform it for her benefit at liverpooL 
. Notwithstanding his success, the mana- 
gers of Drnry-Iace were still inaccessible^ and 
bis next production, "The Cave of Trophonius/' 
was produced for the benefit of Mrs. Crouch, 
and was universaUy successful. This influenced 
him to future efforts ; aod he wrote his admira- 
ble farce, called " The Prize," — presented it, — 
it was refused ; but Madam Storace brought it 
forward at her benefit. Its success was highly 
flattering ; and the managers condescended, in 
the most obliging manner possible, to pour the 
profits into their treasury; — that the author re- 
ceived any thing, would be absurd to imagine. 

WILLIAM SMITH. 

This gentleman was, for more than thirty-five 
years, a performer on the London boards, having 
made his first appearance on Covent Garden 
stage, January tlie first, 1753, in the charac- 
ter of TheodosiuB. He retired from Drury-lane 
at the end of the season, 1788. He was edu- 
cated at Eton School and St. John's College, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



14 THEATEVS 

CfttDbfidge. Hi8 taking to Ibe stai^e was ecM- 
sioiied.by 9e«i« youthftil irregvlaf ktes ; bat he- 
mamtamed^ ttiroiighotit his theatncal eareer , the 
name of ^ Qentkman Stnitk/' His first mf^ wits 
a stater of tbe Bar) of JSandwicb, first lord of the 
Aimiralty ; — sbe lived bet a short tiiney and he 
married again. On Mr. Snwtb's retiring from: 
the stage, he went to live atiBury St. Edmund's, 
where he was universaMy respected, and his com- 
pany courted. His manners were those of t^ 
polished gentleman : though educated in a cer-' 
tain school of acting, and living to a great age, 
Mr. S. was no bigot to his own times and 
manners, but he went up to London, at diier-* 
ent periods, to witness the Vaunted powers of 
Betty, and of Kean, and pronounced the latter 
superior to all former professors of the art. Mr. 
Smith never published or brought out any piece ; 
but he had altered the *'Two Noble Kinsmen" of 
Beaumont and Fletcher, and had begun an'alter- 
ation of Shakspeare's Plays, omitting the ex- 
ceptionable passages. 

He died September, 1819, aged 89. 

THE FIRST SUPPRESSED PLAT. 

<' The Game of Chess," by Thomas Middleton^ 
has the merit of being one of the first, if not the 
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Tery tot play, tbak vmM suppteiMd by aAhqnty^ 
for p di tical reasoiui. Ilia game waa p^yatf* 
aa weaie tdd by tangbaiaet betwaea out of tba 
cbiucch. cf Eitglaady a<id oaa af the ehurcb of 
Bpme» in the presaitfia of Ifoatiaa Loyola. Thia 
acGoaot 9i it doea Bot prgnuaa aiiieh ftiiiaaeiiM«i« 
jet a. MS« ooU^ ta((aa by Capall from an old 
copy of the pla^y d«acribea it as exceedingly 
populair* '' After nine daya^" adds the writer. 
**- wherein I have heard the actors say, they took 
fifteen hundred pounds, (this is an incredible 
sam,^tbe Spamish faction got Ihe play suppressed, 
and the antbof, Masl^r Thomas Middleton, 
OQamitted to plisea, where he lay some time, 
and, at laat^ got oat upon tfns petition to King 
Jamas : 

" A harmless gftme, coined only for delight, 
W«ft pkij*d betwhrthebhick house and the white ; 
Tfa< vbtte iDWf wan^jAt still the bla^ doth brag 
They had the paw'r to ^t a«ia the bag. 
Use bat your Royal haod* 'twill set mc free; 
'Tis but removing of a man*— that's m« / 

CALDl&OM SE LA BARCA. 

Caldehon de la fiarca, in one of his pieces, 
called " La Scisma d'Anglaterra," has taken the 
cferorce of Henry VIII. as a subject, and, accord- 
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ing to Davies, not ill sustained the characters of 
Henry, WoUey, and Catherine. He painta the 
King as conscious of criminality^ and Anne Bo- , 
leyh as proud, insolent, ungrateful, and lascivi- 
ous, tiy a fiction of his own, he causes her to 
intrigue with the French ambassador. The king, 
too, overheard their discourse, ^nther to the To* 
wer in a rage ; and she being there beheaded, her 
dead body is afterwards brought upon the staf^e. 

QUIN, AND MBS. BELLAMY. 

QuiN, the player, who blended with his glut- 
tony, and other sensual appetites, the virtues of 
generosity and kindness, gave Mrs. Bellamy 
a singular proof, that he could feel for others, 
and did not, as was thought by many, live for 
himself only. During the time that he had the 
chief management of Covent Garden Theatre, he 
revived Beaumont and Fletcher's play of •* the 
Maid's Tragedy," in which he performed the cha- 
racter of Melanthes ; Mrs. Pritchard, that of 
Evandra; and Mrs. Bellamy, that oi Aspasia. 
One morning, after the rehearsal, he desired to 
speak with her, in the dressing room; she was not 
a little surprised at so unexpected an invitation; 
and was fearful she had offended a man whom 
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she esteemed and loved as a father. As soon, 
howevety as she entered the room, her apprehea* 
sioDS were dissipated, for he cordially took her 
hy the hand, and, with a smile, said to her, ** My 
dear girl i you are vastly followed, I hear : do 
not let the love of finery, or any other induce- 
ments, prevail upon you to commit an indiscre- 
tion. Men, in general, are rascals i~ you are 
young and engaging, and, therefore, ought to be 
doubly cautious. If you want any thing in my 
power, which money can purchase, come to me, 
and say, " James Quin, give me such a thing ; 
and my purse shall be always at your service." 

This fact was related by Mrs. Bellamy her- 
self. 

-MARMONTEL's tragedy of "CLEOPATRA.*' 

In this tragedy, which was much hissed, a 
mechanic had constructed an asp, so natural- 
ly, that it seemed perfectly alive ; and as it ap- 
proache4 the heroine, the eyes sparkled like 
fire, and it began to hiss. After the scene was 
over, one of the auditors asked a critic, who sat 
near him, how he liked the Play. " Why, 'faith, 
(replied the other,) I am of the same opinion as 
the asp," 

V0L« II. c 
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kemble's adherence to the scene. 

Of all actors who loved to see things well done^ 
or done in earnest^ there were noiiis more conspi* 
cuous for this laudable partiaTity than the late John 
Kemble. One night, performing his favourite part 
oiPenruddock in " The Wheel of Fortune," in one 
of the scenes he ought to have been shaken vio- 
lently by the party representing the character he 
has wronged. This, on the night to question, was 
done so feebly, although the representative was 
an actor (Mr. Truman) who had been a plodder in 
the Covent Garden CJompany for many years, 
that, when the scene concluded, the Manager 
sent for him to his dressing room, and gave him 
the following sensible piece of advice. — " Mr. 
Truman, you did not shake me in that scene so 
roughly as I, expected ; I fear, sir, you remem- 
bered at the time that I was Manager. Sir, when 
you are playing with me, you must forget that : 
the next time we play that scene together I 
hope, sir, you will use me roughly, pull me about 
violently, and tear my clothes : 'tis proper, sir, 
and keeps up ' the cunning of the scene.' " It is 
almost needless to add, that Mr, Truman pro- 
mised obedience, and left his Manager well 
satisfied. 
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SU€C£8Sf U;.. EQUIVOQUE. 

Ik the Theatre of La Comedie Fran^aise, at 
Paris^ while under the managemetit of Moliere, a 
violent riot took place from a stop being put to 
the free admissidn of almost all descriptions of 
the military. These ferocious personages forced 
the doors of the theatre, knocking down the 
door«keepersj and sallied after the whole com- 
pany, to treat them in the same way. A young 
actor, named Bejart, who was dressed to play an 
old eharacter, presented himself to the rioters ; 
and, as no argument is so powerful to a French- 
man as a hon'tnot^ he disarmed their rage by 
1km ^ddr^^ing them ; '^ Gentlemen, spare an old 
man of eighty> who has but three hours to exist J* 

THE GRAITdFATHEB. OV, MftS. SIDDONS. 

Mr. Ward, the grandfather of this illustrious 
actress, was a performer in the time of Betterton. 
He was the original Hazeroth in Fen ton's ** Ma- 
riamne/' which was first acted in 1723. On the 
22nd of April, 1760, he had a benefit in Dublin, 
when Miss Woffiogton made her debut in Sir 
Harry Wildair. 

GOLDSMITH. 

Goldsmith received £1300 for the only two 
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plays he ever wrote : viz. £500 for the "Good 
natured Man," and £800 for " She Stoops to 
Conquer ;" a sum very seldom obtained by dra- 
matic authors. 

MOLIEBE AND RACINE. 

When the " Misanthrope" of Moliere was 
first perfornked, Moliere and Racine were, unfor- 
tunately, at variance. A parasite, thinking to 
please the latter, told him, after the representa- 
tion, that the piece had failed. " I was there, 
and can assure you nothing can be more cold." 
Racine replied, ** You were there, and I was 
not ; yet I do not believe you. It is not pos- 
sible for Moliere to have written a bad piece. 
See it again, and consider it better." 

FAIR ADVERTISEMENT. 

The following is copied from a Dail^ Adver^ 
tiser, of the year 1741. 

"At Lee and Woodward's Grear Theatrkal Tiled Booth, 
near the Tarnpike, during the time of Tottenham Coart 
Fair, (which began on Tuesday the 4th inst and will end 
on Mondaj'tbe i7th,)wUlbe presented, 

THE GENEROUS FREEMASON i 
Ob,Th£ Constant Lady ; 
With the comical humottn of Squire Noodle & his man Ihodle. 
Squire Noodle, Mr. Woodward ; Clerimont, Mr. Cfoss ; Doodle, 
Mr. Yaughan -, the rest of the characters Uom both the 
Theatres. 
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To wliicfa wiJI be added, anew Pantomime entertaiiiment» m 
grotesqae characten, called 
HARLEQUIN SORCEflCR. 
flarteguin^- Mr. Woodward ; ColaimMM, Miss Robiiiieii,' be- 
ing ber first appearance on any stage. 
N. B. — ^Paring the time of the fair, we shall beg^ at ten 
in the moining, and at nine at night ' 
Augvu 10, 1741." 

MOKCRIPF. 

After the appearance of ** The Abderitet," a 
comedy of one act, performed in 1732, written 
by the academician MoncrifF, a critic, addressing 
himself to the author, said,—'' The comedies of 
Moliere made ns laugh ; and we cry at those of 
La Chausse : but we neither laugh, nor cry, at 
your 'Abderites.' Like Theogeoes, called, by the 
Athenians, the Poet . of Snow, you keep us In 
perfect apathy, without exciting the least etnotkm^ 
either of grief or joy." 

A MAITAGER's B0LL. 

. Among the MSS. sold with Kemble's library, 
was a list of the performances at Coven t Garden 
for several seasons, during the management of 
Rich; On the 17th December, 1748, the following 
entry was made : 

" The Merry Wives of Windsor," and the " What d'ye 
call it ?*'by command of the Prince of Wales : Prince George, 
Prince Edward, and three more Prineesus, were at the hoase 
this lught." 
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DROLIi INCIPEHT- 

In a French comic opera of one act, entitled 
" L'Abondance/* one character in the piece per- 
sonified Virtue, The first appearance of it be- 
ing deferred, and the manager being requested to 
say how that happened, he replied, '' jtfoc^emot- 
selle Rosette, who is to play the part of Virtue^ 
has just been brought to bed, and we are obliged 
to wait for her recovery." The answer become 
ing public, the part was necessarily suppressefd. 

announcement of the pbath of " olp 
dkury/' in 174^. 

** On Saturday night, of a gmdual decline, and 
in the 11 7th year of her age, died *• Old Madam 
Drury," who existed through six reigns, and 
saw many generations pass in renew before her. 
She remembered Bettertoa in his dieclining age ; 
lived in intimacy with Wilkes, Booth, and Gib- 
ber; and knew old Macklin when he was a 
stripling. Her hospitality exceeded that of the 
English character^ even in the early days of festi- 
vity, having, almost through the whole of her 
life, entertained from one to two thousand persons 
of both sexes, six nights out of the seven in the 
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week. She was an exoellent poetess, could be 
grave and gay by turns^ and yet, someUmeo, 
(catching the disorder from intruaife guetts,) 
could be dull enough in all conscience. H^r ma- 
mory was most excellent, and her singii^ kept 
on such a gradual state of improvement, tb&t .it 
was allowed her voice was better the Ibrne ot 
four last years of Ker life, than when ahe wa» in 
her prime, at the latter end of the last qenMiry* 
She had a rout of near two thousand peppk a| 
her house the very night of her death ; and the 
old lady found herself in such high spirits, that 
she said she would give them *' No Supper'' with* 
out a '' Song;" which being complied with»,sbe 
fell gently back in her chair, and expired with« 
out a groan. Dr. Palmer (one of th^ Family 
Physicians) attended her in her last momeptSy 
and announced her dissolution to the company." 

EPILOGUE TO " TY11A19NIC lOVE," 

Spoken by Nell Gfsyim, ivheii she wm 4o-b« leartied off d«tt4 

by the beareis, teTt* 

To Hie Bearer. 
Hold! are you mad, yond — doonfoundeddogl 
I am to rise, and. speak the epilogue. 
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To the Audience. 
I come, kind gentleraen^ strange news to tell ye ; 
I am the ghost of poor departed Nelly. 
Sweet ladies, be not frightened, — ^111 be civil ; 
Fm what I was — a little harmless devil ; 
For, after death, we squires have just such natures 
We had, for all the world, when human creatures - 
And therefore I, that was an actress here, 
Play all my tricks in hell, a goblin there. 
Gallants, look to it ; you say, there are no sprites ; 
Butril come dance about your beds at nights ; 
And, 'faith, yoall be in a sweet kind of taking. 
When I surprise you between sleep and waking : 
To tell you true, I walk because 1 die 
Out 6f my calling, in a tragedy. 
O poet, d — d dull poet, who could prove 
So senseless, to make Nelly die for love ; 
Nay, what's yet worse, to kill me in my prime. 
Of Easter-term, in tart.and cheese-cake time ! 
Ill fit the fop ; fcff FU not one word say, 
T excuse his godly out^f^ashion play ; 
A play, which, if you dare but twice sit out, 
You'll all be slander'd, and be thought devout. 
But farewell, gentlemen! make haste to tne; 
I'm sure, 'ere long, to have your company. 
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As for m; epitaph, when I am gone, 

rii tnitt no poet, but will write my own : 

" Here Nelly lies, who^though she liy*d a slattern, 

Yet ^ed a princess, acting in St. Catherine/' 

CHARACTERS IN THE ANCIENT MYSTERIES. 

As these profiame spectacles were, for the most 
part, fonaded .on the characters and events of 
Sacred Writ, or on the superstitions with which 
the fair form of religicm was defaced, the intro- 
duction upon the stage of the most hdy as well 
as of the most unholy personifications, followed 
as a,maiter of course. On the personiicalioa'of 
the Deity, and of each of the Personages of the 
Trinity, in particular, and on the representation 
of the Incarnation, the Passion, the Reenrrection, 
and Ascension, it would be needless to o£^ any 
coQiment; neither is the appearance on the stage 
of Adam and Eve, naked and not ashamed, a viefry 
tempting subject for criticism. The Devil, a 
personage, with wibose character our ancestors 
thought proper to. make very free, was a particu** 
lar favourite with the audience; he was usually 
represented with horns, a v«ry wide mouth, 
large eyes and nose, a flame-eoloured beard, a 
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cloven foot, and a tail. The Vice> his uniform 
attendant,' was also in high favour, and never 
failed to call forth roars of laughter^ by the 
practical jokes which he inflicted upon the poor 
Devil, who was, on all occasions, the scape-goat 
of the piece. His wit consisted in jumping on 
the Detil's back, and in the buffoonery of chas- 
tising him with a wooden swofd; till his sa*^ 
tanic Majesty bellowed lustily under the inflic* 
tkoUf to the no small amusement of the spec- 
tators. Of the treatment which sacred subjects 
underwent, in their metamorphosis into Mys* 
teries, the following portion of a diabgue, be* 
tween Noah and his wife, affords a tolerable 
specimen. . . 

** Welcome, wife, intp this boat," exclaims the 
affectionate husband, as he politely hands his 
lady into the ark. ** Take thou that for thy 
note," retorts the amiable mother of the posl> 
diiuvian world, suiting the actiou to the word, and 
accompanying the latter by a dutiful box on the 
ear. Wretched and impious as these productions 
appear to us, at the present day, they were then 
deemed serviceable to the cause of religion.. 
Festivals and Saints' days were selected for their 
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performanoe; and' such was the importance at- 
tached to them, that a pardon of 1000 days wan 
griinted by the Pope, and 40 additional days by 
the Bishop of the Diocese^ to all who should resort 
to the representation of the series of Mysteries at 
Chester ; ** beginning with the Creation and Fall 
of Lucifefy and ending with the General Judgment 
of the World/' of which we have given a fuller 
account elsewhere. 

GARRICK AND BARRT. 

Wbxn Garrick and Barry became declared 
rivals^ ** Romeo and Juliet" was performed at 
both houses, till the town was thoroughly tiitd ; 
and loud complaints were made, that no thealri- 
cal entertainment could be procured, except 
*^ Romeo and JttUet/' Garrick> wishing, himself, 
to put an end to a contest which was become 
absurd^ wrote the following epigram : — 

" Weil, whufs to night?*' mjs angry Ned, 

As up from bed he rouses : 
" Borneo agftia 1*' aad shakes hb head : 

'^ A plagjoe o' both yoor booses 1" 

On the rival Lears, by the same performers, 
the two following were written : — 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



28 TDEAT&E^ 

The town haa f<|iiiid out diffsieBt w»j», 

To praiae the different Lears; 
To Barrj, thej give loud hozzas ; 

To Garrick, — only tears. 

ANOTHEB. 

A kiog ! Aye, e^'iy inch a king ! 

Sach Bany doth. appear: 
Bat Garrick'i qnite a different 4hiog— 

He's, ev'ry incbf King Lear. 

*' SHE STOOPS TO COWQUER." 

Whek Goldsmith's comedy of " She Stoops 
to Conquer" was to be brought out on the stage, 
he was at a loss what name to give it till the 
rery last moment, and then, in great haste, called 
it, ** She Stoops to Conquer, or the Mistakes of 
aNighit." Sir Joshua Reynolds, who disliked 
this name for a play, offered a much better to 
him, saying, " You ought tocall it, * The Belie*s 
Stratagem,' and if you do not, I will d — n it." 
However, Goldsmith chose to name it himself as 
above, and Mrs. Cowley has since given that 
name to one of her comedies. 

Goldsmith was in great anxiety about its 
suocess ; he was much distressed in his finances 
at the time^ and all his hopes hung on the event ; 
at the dinner preceding the representation pf 
his play, his mouth became so parched and 
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dry, from the agitstkm of Us nftind, that he was 
unable to swallow a single mouthful. The ac- 
tors themselves had great doubts of its success :* 
bnt^ contrary to their e^^pectations, the play was 
received with great applause ; Sir Joshua and a 
large party of friends going for the purpose of 
supporting it, if necessary. The dinner party, 
which took place at the Shakspeare, is humour- 
ously described by Cumberland. Dr. Johnson 
took the head of the table, and there were pre- 
sent the Burkes, Caleb Whitefoord^ Major Mills, 
&c. &c 

<« I remeii^>er/' says the relator of this anec- 
dote, ** Dr. Goldsmith gave me an order soon after, 
with which I went to see this comedy, and the next 
time I saw hira, he inquired of me whal my 
opinion was of it I told him that I would not 
presume to be a judge of its meiits. He then said, 
'' Did it make you laugh?" I answered, ** Ex- 
ceedingly."—" Then,'* sdd the doctor, « that is 
I all I require.** 

SPANISH PLAT BILL. 

" To the Sovereign of Heaven — to the Mother 
of the Eternal World— to the Polar Star of 
Spain — to the comforter of all Spain— to the 
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faithful PrbtectresB of the Spantib Nation— t 
the honour and Glory of the most holy Virgin 
Mary, for the benefit, and for the propagation of 
her worship! the company of Comedians will 
this day give a representation of the comic piece 
called * Nanine/ 

. *' The celebrated ItaUan will also dance the 
Fandango, and the Theatre will be superbly illu- 
minated/' 

SCARAMOUCH, AND MOLIERE. 

In the reign of Louis XIV. an Italian actor, 
who named himself ^caramoucA, was so popular, 
that he saved money enough to buy an estate^ 
and asked leave to return to his own country. 
Finding himself ill-treated there, he petitioned, 
and was permitted, to return. At this, though he 
was publicly blamed, the public rejoiced; and, for 
more than six months, crowded to see Scara- 
mouch again. Moliere and his excellent com- 
pany fell into neglect ; the comedians murmured 
and reproached Moliere, on whom they depended 
as author and manager. — " Why don't you 
write for our support? Must impotence and 
buiFoonery carry all before them? Is there no 
way to rouse the public to common sense?** 
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Weary of inch remonstrances, Moliere told 
them they must retire, like Scaramouch, till the 
town' should wish for their retorn; but that, for 
his own party he should suffer things to take 
their natural course ; the public would not be 
always Scaramouch-mBd ; they would be tired 
with bad things, as well as with good. — ^Moliere 
had sagacity, and was a true prophet ; the very 
next comedy he wrote, the concourse was drawn 
to his house, and popularity was once again the 
friend of merit. 

PARODY OF A POACHER. 

A poor strolling player was once caught per- 
forming the part of a poacher, and bang taken 
before the Magistrates, assembled at a quarter 
sessions, for examination, one of them asked him 
what jight he had to kill a hare ? When he replied 
in the following ludicrous parody on Brutu8*s 
speech to the Romans in defence of the death of 
Ceesar. 

'* BnUAS, tfongiry-iDeii, and Epieores ! bear me for my 
caase, and be silent, that yon. may hear; beliere me for toy 
bouour; and have respect to my faonoor, that you may 
believe. Censure me in your wisdom — and awake your 
senses that you may the better judge. If there be any in 
this assembly, any dear friend of this hare, to him I say, that a 
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pOMlier*! love for bare is no lesi than his. If, then, tbat 
friend demand, why a poacher vote agaiatt a hare, this is 
my answer,— not that I loved hare less, but that I lovad 
eating more. Had you had rather this bare were living, . 
and I bad died quite starving— or that this hare were dead, 
tbat I might live a jolly fellow f As this hare was pretty, I 
waop for him ; as he was plamp, I honour hira ; as he was 
nunble, I rejoiQed at it ; bat, as he was eatable, I slew him: 
There is tears, for his beanty ; joy, for his condition ; ho- 
nour, for his speed ; and death for his toothsomeness. Who is 
here so cruel, would see me a starved man ? If any, speak, for 
him have I offended— ^Who is here so silly that would not 
take a tit-bit? If any, speak, for him have I offended. 
Who is here ao sleek tbat does not love his belly ? If any, 
speak, for him have I offended.'' 

" You have offended justice, Sirrah," cried 
ooe of the magistrates, out of all patience at 
this long and strange harangue, which began to 
invade the time that had awakened his appetite. 
** Then, (cried the culprit, guessing at the hungry 
feelings of the bench,) since justice is dissatis- 
fiedf it must needs have something to devour — 
Heaven forbid, I should keep any gentleman 
from his dinner — so^ if you please, I'll wish your 
Lordship a good day, and a good appetite." 

The magistrates, eager to retire, and somewhat 
pleased with the fellow^s last wish, gave him a 
reprimand in exchange for his hare^ and let him go. 
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1T4QE PIUIKH. 

** Gar^ck rcMued the le^ofs more than tn j 
aelor on tecfkd, and, most probablyy tnflered at 
nmch from their exertion." A gentkman oooe 
making ^e abore remark to Tom King* the co- 
median, he received this reply :-^*< Pooh! h^ 
saffer from his feelingi I Why, sir, I was pbying 
with hira one night in Lear, when, in the middle 
of a most i^rassionafe and affecting f»art, and 
when the whole house was drowned in tears, he 
turned his head round to me, and piittiog his 
tongue in his cheek, whispered-**^ D — n me, 
Tom, it 'H do" — So much for Hage feeling. 

THE UNSUCCESSFUL CLUB, 

. It was once proposed, by som« wits» to as^ 

tablish a club, thi|s entitled, the members of 
which were to consist pf those who had failed 
In dramatic writing. One.damiied favc6 cOititled 
" a Man to be a Member/' mfymter.. If an 
author's comedy was withdrawn after^tHe second 
nighty he must be ballotted for ;.but if his tragedy 
was hissed off, during, the first act, b^ eame in 
by acclamation, and might order wbatdmner he 
pleased^ — A perpetual presldj^nt was elected^ 
who had attained that eminence, by a loDf^urfter 

VOL. !!• D 
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of condenmation^^Iie could boast that^ during a 
seyen years' piobaiipi^ his most en4ui:a]>l0 dra- 
matic liantling. ^fia a fn^Yo^^rgim^f tbi^ set eyin^ 
body to sleep. He ' wore a silver catoiitU nt his 
buttoj^4ioley : a^Kl exprjsssed his hopes tbat^jne 
s)iould grow moi^e stuped as be. grew old^r ; and 
that^^pme flight, if the acting was as intoleirishU 
as die dj|alogtte» he should hskv.^.to .boast of .the 
people ia the pit tearing up the benches, :aiid 
trying what was the thickness of skuU pc0sesslsd 
by acting. managers. 

CAFB.ICE OV GAB&¥£LLX. 

The Viceroy of Sicily once, invited tJie.famoDs 
Gabrielli, (daring her engagement at Palermo^) 
to a dinner given to the principal nobility. As 
she did not appear at the hour appointed^ a mes- 
senger was sent to say, that the company waited 
for her. She was found reading in bed. She 
desired the messenger to make her excuses, and 
to say, that «he really had forgotten her engage- 
ment. His Excellency was willing to overlook 
this impertinence, but when he repaired, in the 
evenings with his guests, to the Opera, Gabrielli 
played her' part with the utmost negligence, and 
sang all her airs in an under tone. The Viceroy, 
who WW passionately fond of music, threatened 
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to punish her. She became more obstinate, and 
ieclared that they might make her cry, but they 
never shouM make her sing. - His Excellency, at 
Ihts^declaratieb^ grew- enraged, and acti^ly sent 
her to prison for- twelve tbry^s* Dtiring^ this time, 
ifli^ ^te sumptuou^ repasts, paid thb debts of 
th^' poor [Prisoners,' and dilitributed large sums tii 
61at%. '^e Viceroy was' obfiged to give way, 
^d she wail, finally, set at liberty, amidst the ac- 
clamations of the poor, whom she had relieved. 

With'Gabrielli in some degree we sympathize, 
because her pimishfldent ' was absurd, and she 
was the wonder of the age she ^ed in. It is 
only when similar airs are assumed by artists 
of second or third rate importance, that they be- 
come ridiculous and contemptible. 

KOTAL TBEATRICALS. 

The princes of the House of Brunswick have 
generally been partial to theatrical entertain- 
ments. George II. frequently visited the thea- 
tres, notwithstanding the imperfect knowledge 
which he had of the English language prevented 
his enjoying the beauties of the drama, as much 
s» he otherwise might have done. This monarch 
was at Drury Lane Theatre, when the Culioden 
despatches were presented to him from the Duke 
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of Cttmberland, his darling ion. The instanl 
hU Majesty had opened them» and collected the 
substance of the contents, he started np, whil# 
the tears streamed from his eyes, and in some 
glorious ejaculation, thanked his God, and an- 
nounced the victory. Qarrick immediately 
caught.the transporting sound. The orchestra, 
by his orders, struck up **Qod sare Great 
George our King," and the whole audience, ia 
rapturous enthusiasm, joined the chorus. 

Prince Frederick of Wales possessed a taste 
similar to his father, and was very fond of in- 
structing his children, at an early age, to re- 
peat moral speeches out of plays ; and, with this 
view, he desired Mrs. Devenish, whose first hus- 
band was Mr. Rowe, the poet, to have a correct 
edition of Rowe's works printed, which that lady 
accordingly did. The press was corrected, and 
the dedication was written, by Mr. Newton, after- 
wards Bishop of Bristol. 

While his family were still very young, the 
prince had plays at Leicester House, in which 
the children of his Royal Highness sustained 
the principal characters. These were under the 
direction of the celebrated Quin ; and it was in 
reference to the instructions he then gave Prince 
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George, that, oo hearing of the. graceful manner 
in which he delivered his firtt speech fromthe 
. throne, he exclaimed, with pride and exultation, 
''. Ah, I Uvght the boy to speak/' 

.On the 4th of January, 1749, the children of 
his Royal Highness, with the aid of some of the 
jurenile branches of the nobility, performed the 
tragedy of '< Cato," before their royal parents and 
a numerous audaeace of distinguished personages. 
The following were the dramoHs pen&me on this 
interesting occasion ; 

Poftiat* •••••••••• •Pfinco Oeorgfr 

Jnba • • •Prince Edward. 

Cato • •Matter Nugent 

Locius •••• • Master Montagu. 

Sjpbax • • Lord Nortbton. 

SemproniuB- Master Evelyn. 

Deciiis • Lord Milsington. 

Marcas Master Madden. 

Marcia • Frineets Augusta. 

Lucia ••••*• Princess Elisabeth. 

Previous to the rising of the curtain. Prince 
George, then eleven years of age, came forward, 
tmd delivered an appropriate prologue. After 
the tragedy, Prince Edward delivered a clever 
epilogue, which concluded this juvenile histrionic 
display. » 
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JAHBt MILLER. 

Jambb HiLLEAy a dramatic writer, who died 
in 1744, was ttie author of ten plays, three of 
which were performed for thirty nights each in 
tnccession ; yet he was left to starve, unless he 
would purchase competence at the price of his 
independence, which he nobly refused. 

THE BOASTBB aSOST. 

Wrei^ Garrick performed in Goodman's-fields, 
the stage was what might be (Called a rapid de- 
scent to the pit, and was very difficult to walk on. 
As fate would have it, it was the practice of all 
the ghosts to appear in real armour. The dress 
for this most august personage had, one night, in 
honour of Garrick'ii Hamlet, been borrowed from 
the Tower> and was *)mewhat stiff, ptetaking of 
the nature of its Material. The moment the King 
of Denmark was 'put up from the stage door, un- 
able to keep hts balatide, he rolled' down to the 
l^mp^, where he lay confine^ in fires pomewhait 
too lasting, until a wag, in the pit, drew the seI- 
teotion of the other performers to thepitiB,ble ob- 
ject, by crying out, ** The ghost-mW be burned.'' 
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K0T4£BUf» 

The best dramatic prodactions of this unfor* 
tunate author were written when he was in his 
26th year ; after which time he sunk, without 
any assignable cause, into a depression of spirits, 
which soon degenerated into a confirmed melan- 
choly. — His passion for the drama alone preserv- 
ed its empire over him, and it was dnriug that 
period that he wrote " The Stranger," and 
'* Lover's Vows." The former, he wrote during 
the height of his disorder. **-> Never, (says he,) 
^thei before or ^ifioe, did i(^\ such a rapid flow 
of thoijghtB and i^iaj^es \ ai^d I finnly believe, 
tlmtth^re s^re soi^e mala^iof , ^specially those by 
, wl^ich &e irritation Qf ^fae oeryes is increased, 
whiph stretch the pqwera of the mind beyond 
jdieir ufu^] reach ; ji^^t ^£(, report s^ys, diseased 
mu9^^* shelfs produce piparb.'* 

** THE MAN OF THE WORLD.** 

Tifitf comedy^ by Maeklin, was king perform- 
ed wfler its ofiginal fitle of "The True-born 
3cotsna?> ;" (be^ infldind, MacWin i^as an Irish; 
P^ ;) arnd was so ai^nounee^ i^t the Capel Street 
Theatre, Dubljn, |771; when the att<*or played 
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JRzSCH SPECf ACLK. 

About ten years ago, this volatile natioo Atn- 
matised the Episode of '^ Sampson/' — ^They turn- 
ed his adventures into a very diverting Ballet: — 
Sampson danced a Pas. Setil^ with the Gates of 
Gaza on his back. Delilah cut off his hair in the 
intervals of a tasteful Hornpipe ; and the PhUis^ 
tines surrounded and seized their victim, amidst 
the evolutions of a Country Dance* 

" THE. BUSY BODY." 

This play, by Mrs.Centlivre,was decried, before 
its appearance, by all the players ; and Wrlks, the 
original Sir George Airy, refused, for some time, 
to accept a part in it. The audience, who went« 
to the theatre, was so predetermined against it, 
as to contemplate its condemnation ; and yet it 
was received so favourably, that it had a run of 
thirteen nights. 

POINSINET, THE FRENCH DRAMATIST. 

This author was, like many of his brethren of 
the profession, obliged, sometimes, to make Che 
payment of his tradesmen's bills depend oo the 
caprice of an audience. He used to tell the fol- 
lowing ludicrous anecdote, that arose out of (his 
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circumstance. On the first representation of 
^' Tom Jones/' his tailor, attended by his foreman, 
had gone that night to the theatre, and wereap 
prehended as pickpockets. They had taken 
their stations in the pit, and the crafty tailor 
was heard, from time to time, whispering to bis 
squire, " Shall I out? shall I cut?"— The words 
were understood to refer to the cutting of purses, 
and they were handed over to the sentinel as sus^- 
pected characters : they were, accordingly, on the 
point of being conducted to prison, on this 
charge, when the master cried out, " We are not 
cut-purses, we are only tailors ; I have the honor 
of supplying clothes to M. Poinsinet* He has 
ordered from me a coat, to be paid for out of the 
profits of this piece ; and as I am not skilled in the 
drama, I have brought with me my foreman, who 
is un komme d^eiprit^ to tell me if the piece is 
good, and if I may safely cut my cloth." 

SHERIDAN VERSUS CUMBERLAKD. 

At the first performance of •^The School for 
Scandal,'' Mr. Cumberland sat in the front of the 
stage-box, and'evinced the inost complete apathy. 
The wit and humour which it contains, never af- 
fected his risible muscles. This being reported to 
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Mr^ Sb^ridapy he o)iA9rved, V .that wat "very uxt* 
gratefi^, for I am iwre I laugh^ heartily at' his 
tragedy of ' The Battle of Hustiiigs.' '' 

FINE FEBLXKO. 

Garrick, in his petformanceof the venerable 
Lear, acted so powerfully on the feelings of one 
of the sentinels, (who were placed on each side of 
the front of the stage,) that the poor fellow fainted 
away during the last scene. After the play, flat- 
tered by this unsophisticated token of applause, 
Garrick sent for the soldier into the green room, 
and gave him a guinea. The man whose turn it 
was, the next night, to do the duty, hearing of the 
good fortune of his comrade, while Garrick was 
performing Ranger, made a sham faint, to the no 
small amusement both of audience and perfor- 
mers. 

EXTRAORDINARY RECOGNITION. 

The foUowjng event, though ptrang^, is, 
nevertheless, true, and happened in the Glasgow 
Theatre, in the year 1793. Mrs. Croi^f, who 
played, in the previous irinter, at Coyept Q^rdim 
Theatre, went, in the summer, to Scotland^ to 
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play with Mrs. Esten. When the season conehi^ 
4ed at Edinburgh, the c<Hnpany went to Gdasgoww 
On one occasion j the ProTOstpaid the Theatre a 
Tisity and, as soon as Mrs. Cross came on the 
stage, he exclaimed, loudiy, « Stop the play, 'tiU 
I speak with that woman.'' The anxiety he mani* 
fested occasioned the manager instantly to sns*' 
pend the performance. The curtain was dropped, 
and the Provost went round to Mrs^ Cross's dres» 
fing roonu After a yery few inquiries, he found . 
her to foe bis wife! from whom he had been se* 
parated nearly twenty years. They each bad 
supposed the other dead.— The husband im* 
mediately took her home ; and, the next eyening, 
by way of showing that she had not forgotten the 
profession by which she had formerly existed, 
she made her appearance in the Theatre as a 
spectator. 

S£ATS ON THE STAGE. 

It was customary, in the earlier ages of the 
Drama in Englandi to admit that class of spec- 
tators, who frequented the boxes, on the stage, 
and to accommodate them with stools, for the use 
of which they paid sixpence or a shilling, accord- 
ing to circumstances. It would seem, however, 
that this absurd custom was confined to the 
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smaller houses, or Private Theatres, as they were 
termed ; where the company was less numerous, 
and more select. Here, the fastidious critic ; the 
wit, ambitious of distinction ; and the gallant, 
studious of the display of his apparel or of his 
person ; were to be seen, seated upon stools, or 
reclining upon the rushes with • which the stage 
was strewed, and regaling themselves with pipes 
and tobacco, supplied, either by their own pages, 
or by the boys of the house. Amidst such '* most 
adinired confusion" and indecency were the dra- 
matic works of Shakspeare, and his contempo- 
raries, produced ; works, which we, 

** With all appltancef and means to boot," 
with every thing that can promote the reality of 
the scene, and invigorate the exertion, havjg 
never seen equalled, and very seldom, indeed, 
approached. Tlie following quotation^ from the 
induction to << Cynthia's Revels," is quite in point. 
" And hei« I enter.'* 

1 Child, What ! upon the stage too ? 

2 Childi Yes ; and I step forth like one of the chUdreM 
and ask joa, Would you hav^ a stool, sir ? 

3 CMid. A stooi, boy! 

2 Child. Aye, sir, if you'JI give me sixpence, I'll ifind 
you one. 

3 Child. For what, I pray thee ? what shall I do with it > 
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- S Cfctii. O ]oid,«ir ! will yon bef^j' jour ignorance 94 
much ? Wl^y y throne yowtdf in st«f « <m the stage, at other gen* 
tlemenu9e,rirl 

, Seated then at their eSise, they laughed, talked, 
and cracked jokes with each other during the per- 
formance, and had, as Decker says, " a signed 
patent, to engross the whole commodity of cen- 
sure ; may lawfully presume to be a guider, and 
stand at the helm, to steer the passage of the 
scenes. '* The style and manner of the criticisms 
which they vented between the whiff of their pipes, 
are admirably ridiculed by Jonson, in the induc- 
tion quoted above, 

" Now, sir, suppose I «m one of your genteel ludilors 
that am come in, having paid my money at the door, with 
much ado ; and here I take my place* and sit down. 1 have 
my three sorts of tobacco in my pocket, my light by me, and 
thus I begin : [at the breaks, he takes his tobacco.'] By this 
light! I wonder that any man Is so mad to come to see these 
rascally tits play, here— they do act like so many wrens, or 
pismires ; — not the fifth part of a good face amongst them 
all. — ^And then, tbeir music is abominable ; — able to stretch 
a man's ears worse than ten-^piUories^ and then, their 
ditties — most lamentable things, like the pitiful fellows that 
teake them. — Poets ! By this vapour, an 'twere not for 
tobacco, I think — the very stench of 'em would poison ne. 
I fhottld not dare to come in at their gates^^A nan were 
better visit fifteen jails— K)r a dozen or two •f hospitals--* 
than once adventure to come near them*'' 
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The disguBt vbich so ridiculoas and absuird a 
custom could not fail to excite in the audience, 
at length, however, banished it from the Theatres ; 
although an attempt was made, in comparatirelj 
modern times, to revive it, in favour of the 
Duchess of Queensberry, at the performance of 
the " Village Opera,** at Drury Lane, in 1729. 
The ill success of this experiment was very ele- 
gantly alluded to by a wit of the day, in the 
following lines. 

Beaton dire work, and kindly rode, the Town, 
Impitient, hissed thy seat, dear Duchess, down ; 
Conscious, that there had thy soft form appear'd. 
Lost all in gaze, no vacant ear had heard. 
Thy lambent eyes had look'd their rage away. 
And the relenting hiss, and sav'd the play. 
Thns, not in clouds (as Father Homer sang), 
Such as fair Venus round .£neas flung. 
Had our dull bard escap'd the dreadful fright. 
But sunk, conceal'd, in an excess of light ! ! 

TRUTH WILL OUT. 

The late John Palmer, whose father was a bill- 
sticker, and whose son occasionally practised in 
the same humble though hereditary occupation, 
strutting about, one evening, in the Green Room, 
in a pair of glittering buckles, ^ gentleman pre- 
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seat remarked, that they really resembled dia^ 
iiionds. '^ Sir^" said the actor, with much warmth, 
'* I Wolild hare you to knOw, 1 n^ver wore 
any thing but dianiohds/^ *^ Task your pardon/* 
)*eplied the gentleman; ''I remember the time 
'when you wore nothing but pAste.'^ This pro* 
duced a loud laugh, which was heightened 1>y 
Parsons jogging the cUdevant IbiO-sticker on 
the elbow, abd? dr^ly sayingj " iack, why don't 
you stick him against the wall ? ** 

ORIMALDl's ORANDFATHER. 

The grandfather of Qrimaldi was a dancer of 
great celebrity on the French and Italian stages, 
and was generally called, for distinction. Iron legs, 
being considered the best jumper in the world. 
He once jumped so high, that he broke a chande- 
lier; apiece of which hitting the Turkish Ambas- 
sador, who was in the stage-box, he considered it 
was a premeditated affront, an^ complained to 
the French Court of the outrage. But the most 
extraordinary circumstance concerning him, was 
his being put in prison for indecency on the stage, 
which is a circumstance (when we consider the 
license at that time used there) most extraordinary. 
The French were, for a time, infatuated with Gri- 
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maldi; but, after thii unlucky business,* he began 
td lose ground ; and^ at length, was obliged te 
stroll into Flanders, where, however, he proved 
M source of riches . to his companions ; for the 
Flemings, as he added legerdemain and other 
tricks to his jumping, thought him a superna- 
tural being. 

A Isiughable accident is related to have 
befallen him on his journey into Flandevs. He 
and his troop were .attacked, near Brussels, by a 
banditti; the baggage waggon was ransacked, 
their pockets turned inside out ; and, according 
to their usual custom, the thieves were about to 
despatch their prey. It should be known, that 
Grimaldi, wanting money for his expedition, en- 
ticed one Flabaut, a bookseller, to follow his for- 
tunes. Flahaut, having learnt Latin, took it into 

*'*l copy the follow tngcircBmstance (sajs Mr, Dibdin, in 
bis Hi$tory of the Stage^) from i French author. Iron Uig$ had^ 
for a partner, either bit wife, hit sister, or his daughter ; for 
so equivocal was the ladj^'s character, that no one has been 
able to ascertain the precise degree of relationship. This 
njrmph was thought to be his sister, or his daughter, for she 
was remarkably like him, being a squat, thick, strong figure' 
and endowed with so much agility and strength, that, she aoulil 
break chandeliers almost as well as himself. She cohabited 
with him as his wife.*' 
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.dil6e Ibe iftbflkttixhcirp's w9b» ili^« by 'Simy of 
tsfhii&a^ /QtmaUVs dittees. Qdmttdi ftp* 
lpeaireti»«ffMfove(6if the tchiirtif ; feuttdUl hiiai»a« 
itf9«&ji« kindcf ba{»0(remfi<Mi iliai oorid v09lf.be 
laio^&gbAalbfOMiit bf degreed, be had iMiier kin to 
Aiwoe Arlt^ fwhicb »^d «iftk«hMb ftitakeduildy 
fxselbl. Halkftfit itt to ^o^k* l»d )Gi6flHiMi pto^ 
flMs^d^mnflc^ Mm-if capital danvoer. 'teithe and, 
-fae gdt .^ ni^ -^^vxohey togaAer as ke^oM; 
defit' his f&mily; s^; as .btfore aaid» followed 
Grimaldi. Wheii die sabres of the biMiidittt aracs 
draim to despatch the itxoop o£d«n<3ara,Xjifimaldi» 
who, at thecdanger of iiU Hfe, w^M 'k/^Jt bis 
joke, whispered Flahaat to lalk Latin to Aem. 
The enthusiast, Flaliaat, begao ; aod^for Ha item 
iseconds/the aabces were saapended. Praseatl/ 
loudly vodf^atiog cTmV one of' them, jtiiDiBg a 
blow at his head, cried feci; which blow»cbad jt 
struck him, must have silenced the orator for ever. 
But the most extraordinary part of the adven* 
ti>re remains ^obe^Idi Grinialdi's partaer, the 
lady iieibve ^mentioned, in-dUhe furor i^ rbmantic 
be^kni', jtist as the word despatch had been at- 
'^eted, Stepped forward^ and, in a scfeam of des« 
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|>air/ implored the banditti to hare mercy on her 
comrades ; offering, that if they would be mercifa>, 
she wonld yield herself up a sacrifice, and devote 
herself to their pleasure. She described hour 
many ways she would be useful to them, that she 
could dance to amuse them ; she could cook for 
them; and, to b&brief, intimated, in the language 
of Deborah Wcodcocky *^ that she had no objecdon 
to any work they could put her to/' In short, the 
thieves were appeased, and carried off the lady in 
triumph, but not till they had stripped the wlK>le 
troop stark naked ; leaving them nothing but 
the refuse of what they had pillaged from the 
baggage waggon, consisting of a few odds and 
ends of pantomime dresses, Grimaldi put on an 
old Har/e^um'sf jacket; poor Fiahaut contented 
himself with the trowsers oi Scaramouch ; and, in 
this agreeable plight, they begged their way to 
Brussels. - 

BETTERTOk's DBATil 

Was caused by want of caution, in a violent 
fit of the gout His activity kept off the disease 
longer than usual ; but the fit soon returned upon 
him with greater violence, and it was the more 
unfortunate, as it waa at the time of lis benefit 
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The play ke had fixed upon WM *' The Maid't 
Tragedy/' in which he was to enact the part of 
Melanthes ; and notice was given thereof by hit 
friend, Sir.Richaid Steele, in the ** Tatler;*' but, 
the fit intervening, that he might not disappoint 
the town, he was obliged to submit to external 
applications, in order to reduce the swelling in 
his feet, wkich enabled him to appear on the 
stage, though he was ob%ed to use a slipper. 
He was observed, on that day* to have a more 
than ordinary spirit, and met with suitable 
a{]f>lause; but the unhappy cons^uence. of tarn* 
pering with his distemper was, that it flew into 
his head, and killed him. 

Mr. Booth, who knew him only in his decline, 
used to say, that he never saw him, off. or on 
the stage, without learning something from him ; 
and frequently observed, that Betterton was no 
actor ; that he put on his part with his clothes, 
and was the very man he undertook to be, till 
the play was over, and nothing more. So exact 
was he in following nature, that the look of surr 
prise which he assumed in the character of 
Hamletf astonished Booth, when he first person- 
ated the Ohost, to such a degree, that he was 
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waMt to proceed with his part for some bUh 
ments. 

YHE'ATIIft HP PUFPtTS. 

• ^ Aimftig other flights in UHttla^*^ says a tr a«- 
tftller, '' I HFeftt to Girolan^'s Theatre ^ Pup* 
pet8(LeB ilariotiettes), and koghedmore^hanat 
aay^xMhitfOn i ever beheld. You may, per* 
haps, thtfik this entertanmieiit was .dHldish 
enough. But you don't know it; nor have yon 
erer s«en any tlhiflig h*ke it, nor any ^ng so sa- 
perlatitely ttdicaknis. The puppets wece aboat 
five feet, or, peHtmps> less in heights and Givo* 
kmk>, the maftler and owner of the Thaalre^ was 
the animating soul and voice eC these grotesque 
image*. He had to speak and modulate hit 
toioe to the characters of sine or ten difiersnt 
dNtmcOUpersonmymtAe and female. He was, of 
eourse, invisible. 

** After an i^Dvertare fi<om a most miserafaAe br- 
chestra, in which l^ere was neither tkne -nofr 
tune, nor any thing like tolerable mueic^ ^e 
curtain, on which was a very clever painting, 
drew up, and a little deformed black, in a s^tof 
brown, wiih scarlet stockings, and an immense 
eockid hat, moved forward upon the stage, and 
began a soliloquy, which was interrupted by the 
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^Qtranot of another stfange fig«vo» « femaky who 
OBtfered into a nnait dialogne wlA the lilde 
bladk» wh6se gesliirei» gprimaeetyand cootortionl 
of \mh^ were amajdngly absurd, althoagh ptf» 
feotlf . in joim^f in point of tune and ItaUeia 
atenner^ with die reoitalaott, whiflb aeened to 
ptoeeedfinDmhiiinflex&leUpB. HaditiyitbeAn 
for ft oertain awkward rigidity in their lideleag 
nHxdons^ when moving iron one part of die 9tnfe 
te^aaother^ and for the viiibilitj of th» wire al«r 
taohed to their boads, and deecendiog from the 
loof above the etage, one naghekaee beendeeeiv* 
edy fefT ft i^rt ^me» inee li belief of the eaie* 
tence of these strange personages. They walked 
about very clumsily, to be sure i but then, they 
bowed and curtsied, and flourished with their 
aftns, and twisted themselves ahbat wUi as milch 
eai^gy and propriety of effeot^ as mostef those 
livngig pioppeto who infest the M^s of the little 
Theatres m Loddon. 

^ There were also two skeletons, who pk^ed 
tfieir paits adtekably. They glided afaonl^ 
sind aecbmpatiied their hollowi*voiced speecht 
es with excellent gesticalatioos, while their iesh«> 
less jaws moved quite naturolfy. Then, to 
crown all, there vras a baUei of about a dozen 
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of these puppets; and they danced with all 
the agility of Vestris, and isutmach higher than 
he ever did in his life. They actually did cut ex- 
tremely well in the air. All the airs and graces of 
the French opera-dancers, their pirouettes^ spin- 
ning round with an . horizontal leg, &c.y were ad- 
mirably quizzed. . One of these dancers, dressed 
like a Dutchman, stopped short, after a few ca- 
pers ; and, drawing a snuff-box from his podket, 
took a pinch; then replaced the box, and set 
off again with a most exited example of the 
entrechcU* Hia partner helped herself, from a 
pocket pistol, to a dram, and ihea recommenced 
her furious exertion !'* 

OCCASIONAL PROLOGUE. 

The late amiable Mr. T. Warton» b^ii^g at 
Winchester, on a visit to his brother, was 4M>U- 
dted by a company of comedians, who per- 
formed over the butchers' shambles, to write a 
suitable prologue for the commencement of their 
theatrical campaign. How well he succeeded* 
io apt aUasion and genuine humour,, therfi can 
be but one opinion. 

■** Whoe'er oar stage examin^t, most excuse 
The wond'roos shifts of the DnunaUc Mape $ 
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Then kindly listen, wkilc Um pfologue fiablM 
From wh, to bee^— from SluikspeMe» to IIm fliuiiblet! 

Divided only bj eae iight of staiity 
The iGtor swaggers, and the buteber swcan 1 
Quick the transition, when the cnrtain drops. 
From meik Monimta's moaflji, to motton chops 1 
While for LoiharU't Ion JLaiwiNieries, 
Old women scoJd, and^leaien d-^a yons^ml 
H«re, Julitt Jisttns to the gentle laik, 
Theie» in hanh choras, hungry boll-dogs bark; 
Qeavers and scjmitars give blow for blow. 
And heroes bleed above, and sheep below. 
While magic thunders shake the pit and boK, 
Bebellowft to the roar the ttaggeiteg 9k, 
Cow-horns and trampets mix their nailial tonoi; 
Kidneys and Kmgs* mouthing and marrow bones; 
Suet and sighs, blank verse and blood abound. 
And form a tragic-comedy around. 
WiA weeping )oiwen, dying calves comphia ; 
Conluflon reigns — Chaos, is cone again 1 
Hither, your steelyardSj^ batchers, hang, to weigh 
The pound of flesh Jntoni^t blood must pay ! 
Hither^ your knives, ye Christians clad in blue. 
Bring, to be whetted by the worthless Jew. 

Hard is our lot, who, seldom doom'd to eat, 
Cast a sheep's eye on this forbiddea meat- 
Gaze on sirluins, which, ah ! we cannot carve ; 
And, in the midst of beef-^and mnttoa-Hrtarra. 

Bat would ye to our house in piowds lepahr. 
Ye generous captains, and ye blooming fair. 
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The fate of Ta«liiw.;we 4MMiMfrfe«r, 
Nor ptile fo# a rftpart thiat i» ao mt^ .; 
Monarchs no more woqUi§^j^rl^M<ieMHiv, 
Nor pregnant Qiielcm for cvtlett long fai ▼ain/' 

OARRICK*S READING BEF9RE HOyALTY. 

Ik the year 1777, Qerriek wa« &mttd to i^d 
a Play befcm the King^ Add Qaeen, at Back'* 
ingham House, in the manner of Monsieur Le 
Texier, who had obtained p;reat reputation by 
reading them sittiogat a tsible, %nd aating tlier^^ 
he went on. Garrkk fised upon his own Faicir 
of ^* Lethe/' in wfaieh be kitrodu<sed, for the ooca« 
sion, the character of an ungratefid Jew. Ther^ 
were present the King» Queen, Princess Royal^ 
Duchess of Argyle, and .Qne or tif9 more of the 
Ladies in waitiBg} but the cold^eas with wUcb 
this select party hetfrd htm, so opposite to the 
applause hd hkd always be^ used to on the 
stage, had such an etfect upon him, as to prevent 
his exertions, or, to use |iir. (j.'s own words 
in relating the ttin^mBMtm^f. f ' U w^as (said he) 
as if they had thrown li w^ blanket over me*'* 

tv the dialdguei part of one of Dibdin's ettter* 
tainments, h6 dbsetves something about fiddlefs 
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retiring^ oceasionolly^ during die course of a 
eoipeerty to supply the chords of their instruments 
iritl^ needful rosin : following their ezftmptey be 
likewise retires for a few minutes. It happened, 
tm one of his nights, that Mrs. D. was observed, 
by a prying wag, tfaioagh the crevice of the stage 
door, seltliogths composer's nackdodi,-oi;cfanv> 
bib; which done, the lady bestowed on her be- 
loved a kiss. Hie same prying wight also eb* 
served lifisg Dibdia, an amiable and beaotsfid 
young girl of about 17, through the Venetiaii 
blind of the oppOMte box, and said, on the per- 
ibrmer taking Idsseaty anconsdons, no doobl, of 
her being his daughter, '' Dibdtn, I say, Dibdiii, 
utisf did not you take your rosin from t'other 
sider 

MACKLIK« AS " SHYILOCK." 

MACitxtii was very particQlar in Sh^ackf so> 
mxi^ so, that he sequ^sled Bobby Bates, who 
performed the part of . Titbalt not to speak nslil 
ho saw him staadkig on a certain spot ; *^ nay,** 
said MackUn, '^nottill you see me place my right 
foot on this natl/' (pointing with his stick to the 
bead of a large nail which was driven into the 
«tage«) .Sobby promised to remember the cdd 
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man*! instruction ; and, that he might have abet- 
ter view of the nail, he marked it in a conspi- 
cuous manner with a piece of chalk. At night, 
Macklin had forgotten the nail ; therefore, when 
Tubal entered, and remained, for sometime, with- 
out speaking, Macklio exclaimed, in an under 
voice, *' Why the d — 1 don't you speak ?** — 
" Sir," replied Bobby, ** put your right foot upon 
the nail.** This so disconcerted the veteran 
that it was with great difficulty he finished the 
part. 

LOUIS XIV., AND MOLIERE. 

Louis XIV. was informed, that the officers of 
his household had expressed, in a most offensive 
manner, how much they were mortified at being 
obliged to dine at the table du controleur de la 
bouche^ with Moliere, valet de chambre to the 
King, because he performed as a comedian; 
and that celebrated genius had absented himself 
from their dinners. Louis, desirous of putting an 
end to the insults offered to one of the first 
men of the age, said^ one morning, to Molietej 
** They tell me, that you make meagre fare here, 
and that the officers of my chamber do not think 
you fit to eat with them. Perhaps you are hun- 
gry; I wake, myself, with a good appetite; sit 
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- down to table, and let us have breakfast" Mo- 
liere and his majesty took their seats ; Louis help- 
ed his valet to the wing of a fowl, and himself to 
ainother, and ordered the entries famUi^et to be 
admitted. The most distinguished and fitvoured of 

' the household made their appearance. '* You see/' 
said the king, *' I am feeding Moliere, whom my 
vaiet8-de-chambre do not think sufficiently good 
company for them.*' From that moment, Mo- 
liere had no; occasion to present himself at the 

-table of persons on service, as all the court were 

pressing in their offers of service. 

EPIGaAM ON THE LATE J. P. KEMBLE, 

WIten he superintended the re-huUdmg qfCovenh 
Garden Theatre. 

Actor, and Architect, he tries 
To please the Critics one aadall : 
7^ bids the private Iters to rise, 
Aod that thePnblic ttart to fall. 

OBOKGB AND DAVID OABRICK. 

George, the brother of the celebrated David 
Garrick, was particularly attentive to him, and, <m 
coming behind the scenes, usably inquired, *^ Has 
David wanted me V* On its being once asked, how 
George came to 'die so soon after the demise of 
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his distingaiBhed relaliyei it was answered '< Jhr 
yid wanted himJ^ 

M^RS. AOBIVftOK. 

This lady has been no less distinguisbed for 
bergenias as a writer in verse and prose^ than for 
her exquisite beauty and personal misfortunes* 
She was the daughter of Darby, who, failing; ftiyi 
dying sqou after, his widow took her lovely 
daughter to London^ where, at six.tOen, she was 
induced to marry a young attorney^ of specious 
aj^pearance^ of the name of Robuason. Her hus- 
band, soon after, falling into di ffi^^ulties, M^. 
Garrick encouraged her to try the stage, for sub- 
sistence ; and, at nineteen, she played several 
parts with success, when the beauty of her 
person created interest and favour. 

One night, after she had played the part of Per- 
dUOf she received from the Prince of Wales, by the 
hands of Lord Maiden, a lock of his Royal High- 
ness's hair, enclosed in a billet, with these words, 
'* To theadorable PerdHa—PlorvtH'i ^6 be redeem- 
ed ;'* written in his own hadd. T&e lock and the 
billet are now in the possession of Sir Richard Phil- 
lips. The vanity of a young woman in hier situation 
rendered her an easy pre^, and she soon aft^r 
became the public mistress jaf the handsom6it 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AND Ta£ATBiCAL8. 61 

piince of his age ; U^riDg in a ityle of Oriental 
splendoar. Some jealousies soon after caused a 
separatioi^ when she obtained an annoityof ££^00 
per anQum, for the lemaioder of iier Ufe, wiA 
£250 for ker infant daughter by Mr. Robinson, 
the habits of luxury which she had acquired, du- 
ring her royal connexion, could not be shaken off. 
and she yielded to a sincere attachment to Colo* 
nel T*— ; and, in a journey by night, to render 
him a personal service, she caught cold, fol* 
lon^d by a seyere fever, and lost the use of .the 
sinews of her knees, being then only twenty- two» 
This malady she nevjer oyercame, and was unable 
to stand upright, or walk, daring the remainder of 
her life. 

She now devoted herself to poetry and liter* 
ature ; and many of her pieces, in feeling and 
h^-wrottght sentiment, iHFiU never be surpassed. 
She maintained her personal fascmations, and 
might have be^i considered one of the loveliest 
women in England, till her forty-second year, 
when her. sedentary life, joined to her incessant 
application to her pen, brought on a dropsy of 
the chest, of which she died. 
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JOT' KILLS AS WELL A9 GRIEF. 

** Miss Smith, a young lady who played th6 
character of AmeUa, in the comedy of " The- 
Twin Rivals,** at Corent Garden Theatre, some 
years ago, died, last week, in this town (Norwich) 
in the following extraordinary manner. A young 
gentleman of a good family and great expectancy 
had long had a tendre for her, but did not make 
her any serious offers, because he feared his 
friends would object to the match, on account 
of the young lady*8 want of fortune, she ha- 
ving- given up every shilling of some property 
which had been bequeathed to her, to rescue her 
parents from ruin. Her theatrical prospects not 
appearing very promising, the young gentle- 
man generously told her, that if she would quit 
the stage, he would make her his wife, in spite of 
any objections of his friends; as she really 
loved him, the excess of her joy was such, that 
she sunk into his arms, and died immediately.*^ 
(From a letter, dated Feb. 1779.) 

MR. HOLLAND AKD MRS. E LE. 

Holland, the tragedian, who flourished about 
1760, was a great favourite with the fair sex; 
and the distinction with which some of them 
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honoured liim» has rendered him famous in 
the annals of gallantry. Among the chief of his 

amours, stands his intrigue with Mrs.- £ h, 

irhich detail, we have little doubt> will amuse 
our readers. 

Our tragedian had received many letterSi sign- 
ed '^ Leonora.*' Some of them* replete with ex« 
travagant praise of him, as an acior ; and others, 
declaring, ** that the writer should have thought 
herself hlest, if he had fallen to her lot as a com- 
panion for life ; but, as fortune had cruelly deoied 
her that extreme gratification, she should enjoy 
no rest till he had assured her, in the most solemn 
manner, that he would attempt nothing against 
her virtue, if iie was indulged with an inter- 
view;" the letter, which contained this declara- 
tion, enclosed a present of four lottery tickets, 
and mentioned, that a servant would call for an 
answer in a. few days. 

Our hero's curiosity being hereby worked up to 
the highest pitch, he sent a most loving answer. 
Near a month elapsed before the impatient actor 
received a reply ; which, however, when it came, 
set his heart at rest. The fair one breathed the 
most tender sentiments, and assured him, th^t 
they remained unchanged. She had been ill. 
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and was ordered to the couatry far tlie rtcowtrf 
of her health. She desired hiod to accept a 
diamond ring, and w^ k, eonstaaliyy for her 
take. In about six w«eks firom this period^, tiie 
Lady returned from the country ; and, in a letter^ 
penned in the usual strain, assused Urn, that 
she had now determined to venture on an inter* 
view, and lliat she would eali on him at his lodg* 
isgs on the Sunday morning. In diis'icksbmetn* 
terra!, our tragedian's soul was eolitiuuflSly up 
in arms, and formed ten thousand pladi of the 
manner m which he should rec^ve her Ladyship, 
or her Oroee, 

The happy moment at length anired ; and a 
plump well dressed female entered HoHandTs din«- 
ing-room, when he exerted the utmost powers of 
his elocution in thanking her for the unmerited 
favour she conferred on hun ; caUiag up all the 
assistuice of stage-trick, by counterfoiting con* 
fusion, terror, &c. &c., on which the lady accotfted 
him in this manner : ** Sir, you may spare yoursetf 
your declarations and transports for another 
person. I am not the lady who has been your 
correspondent, but an intimate friend, whocaiiire«- 
fuse her nothing; and, as she found herself inca* 
pable of meeting you alone, I undertook the 
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V^kf from motirea of pure friendship and com- 
passion : her coach is now at the door ; she has a 
i^illa near town ; and, if you please, I will accom- 
pany you thitherto dmner/' 

This being arranged^ they soon arrived at the 
Tilla. Holland was ushered into an elegant apart- 
ment and regaled with ebocolate, while his fair 
inamorata was mustering up courage to meet him. 
—Every preparatory step being taken, he was 
suffered to approach his princess ; '' when" (as 
Hume said of himself and Rousseau) *^ a very 
tender, scene ensued." We will pass over the 
under plots, &c., and proceed to say, that lodg- 
ings were taken in town« where the happy couple 
met, as they thought, in the most secret manner; 
but what was their surprise when they founds 
that an action was brought against Holland, by 
the enraged Mr. £. for Crim-'Con; and, above 
all, that the complaisant friendly go-between was 
to be produced by him as the sole witness to 
prove the deed. This stratagem operated like a 
thunder-bolt, and dispersed, at once, all the 
loves and graces ; the lady retreated to obscu- 
rity, and the gentleman prepared for his defence. 
As he had no doubt of the fact being fully ascer- 
tained, his only resource was to prove, that, from 
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hii salary, and Other circumstances, he was in- 
capable of. paying large damages. This precau- 
tion was, however, rendered unnecessary, by a 
message from Mr. £., who, convmced Mr. H. that 
it was his interest to make no defence; as, in that 
case, no more than £60- damages would be claim- 
ed, and even, that sum not received. 
. What could poor Holland do in this exigence ? 
Blank verse could be but of little use to him ; he, 
therefore, submitted quietly to his fate, which 
turned out exactly as he had been promised ; it 
plainly appearing, that her husband's sole view 
was, to get rid of a wife, for whom he had no re- 
gard, without refunding a shilling of her fortune, 
which was large ; and, in this honourable pur- 
suit, he e£fected his purpose by means of the vir- 
tuous lady who had insinuated herself into the 
confidence of the credulous Mrs. E. 

Holland made his exit from the stage of life, 
on the 7th of December^ 1769« in the 3 6th year 
of his age. 

rOOTE AND DR. JOHNSON. 

Tom Davis, one evening, related to the Doctor 
the intention of Foote to personify his figure, 
dress, and manner, upon the stage. "Well," 
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says the Doctor, '< what is the price of a good 
stick?"— "Sixpence," said Tom.— "Then buy 
me a shilling one/' added the Doctor; "for, on 
the night he does so. 111 be in the stage-box ; and 
if the rascal attempts it, I'll do myself justice on 
his carcass, in face of that audience, who, wit- 
nessing my disgrace, shall also be spectators of 
his punishment." — Foote, on hearing this, very 
wisely abandoned his project. 

. " ** THE WAY TO KEEP HIM." 

The characters of Sir Bashful Constant and 
his lady, in this play, are said to have -actually 
been taken from real life. Mr. French, a cousin • 
to Mr. Murphy, a gentleman of fortune, who re- 
sided in Hanover square, in the house afterwards 
pcGupied by Mrs. Piozzi, was much attached to 
his wife, but reluctant to show his conjugal affec- 
tion. He amply supplied her with means, but 
affected to object to her numerous visitors of 
rank, though he never joined her evening parties; 
and was proud of seeing her looking-glasses 
adorned with cards of invitation from the nobi- 
lity. 
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farquhar's last moments. 

Farquhar died during the successful run of 
the " Beaux Stratagem/' Mr, Wilkes often visited 
him in his illness. On one of these visits, Wilkes 
told Farquhar, that Mrs. Oldfield thought that 
he dealt too freely with the character of Mrs, Sid- 
ten, in giving her to Archer without a proper 
divorce, which was not a security for her honour. 
" To salve that," replied the author, " 111 get a 
real divorce, — ^111 marry her myself, and give her 
my bond, she shall be a real widow in less than 
a fortnight.'* 

CARLIKI. 

Laughter is, by no means, an unequivocal 
symptom of a merry heart : — there is a remarkable 
anecdote ot Carllni, the drollest bufibon ever 
known on the Italian stage, at Paris. A French 
physician, being consulted by a person who was 
subject to the most gloomy fits of melancholy, 
advised his patient to mix in scenes of gaiety ; 
and, particularly, to frequent the Italian theatre : 
" And (said he) if Carlini does not dispel your 
gloomy complaint, your case must be desperate 
indeed !"— " Alas, Sir ! (replied the patient,) 1 
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myself am Carlini : but while I diyert all Paris 
with mirth, and make them almost die with laugh- 
ter, I am, myself, actually dying with chagrin 
and melancholy !" 

Immoderate laughter, like the immoderate use 
of strong cordials, gives only a temporary appear- 
ance of cheerfulness, which is toon terminated by 
an increased depression of spirits. 

MRS. MONTAGUE, 

A LADY of this name was formerly an actress 
at the Hull Theatre, and between her and Mrs. 
Hudson, of the same company, violent quarrels and 
disputes were continually arising ; so much so, 
that each had a party distinguished by the appel- 
lations of the ^* Montagues, and the Capulets." On 
January 3, 1777, " Henry H." was appointed to 
be performed for Mrs. Hudson's benefit ; Rosa- 
mond by Mrs. Hudson, and the Queen by Mrs. 
Montague. This was so repugnant to the inclina- 
tion of the latter lady, that she sulked, and would 
not study the part. When the play was to have 
begun, an apology was made, stating that ** illness 
had prevented Mrs. Montague from studying the 
part of Queen Elinor, and, therefore, she begged 
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to be permitted to read it." Mi's. Hudson's friends 
were instantly inflamed ; and, indeed, the whole of 
the audience declared that Mrs. M.must appear, 
and give an account of her conduct. At last, after 
a continued uproar and confusion, Queen EUnor 
appeared in a rage. She said, she would read, 
or she would not perform the part at all ; illness, 
and study for. her own benefit, had prevented 
her. The audience, with one voice, told her, that 
if she did not perforin the part, as was her duty, 
she must depart that instant; for, rather than sub- 
mit to such intentional insult and effrontery, they 
would desire the cook maid from the ale house 
to read it! — On which she placed herself in a 
tragic attitude, and having obtained, by this strar 
tagem^ a moment's truce, said aloud, ** So, I may 
not be permitted to read the Queen?' — " No, No, 
No! Off; Off; Off"!"— '* Well, then." said she, 
" curse you all !" Upon this, she threw the book 
into the pit, and made her exit, amid showers of 
disapprobation ; but not entirely without laugh- 
ter from those who *^ smiled at the tumult^ and 
enjoyed the storm." 

" DIDO." 

Op this tragedy, the production of Joseph 
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Reedy author of the '^ Register Office/' Mr. Ni- 
cholls, in his ** Literary Anecdotes/' gives some 
curious particulars. He also relates an anec- 
dote of Johnson concerning it. '' It happened 
that I was in Bolt Court on the day that Hen* 
derson, the justly celebrated actor, was first in- 
troduced to Dr. Johnson ; and the conversation 
turning on dramatic subjects, Henderson asked 
the Doctor's opinion of '* Dido/' and its author. 
**^ Sir/' said Johnson, ** I never did the man an 
iajilry, yet he would readhii tragedy to me." 

HELVIOT, THE FRENCH ACTOR. 

- Helviot, a celebrated French actor, was one 
day walking on the Boulevards at Paris, accom- 
panied by Baptiste and his lady, when they were 
attracted by the sounds of a harp, played by ah 
old beggar. As the talent of the harper was hot 
of the first order, he obtamed but little notice 
from the Parisian promenaders. Helviot, how- 
ever, was so much interested for him, that he 
•tept aside with his companions, to propose ren- 
dering him a service. Madame Baptiste lowered 
her veil, and sat down to the harp; while her hus- 
band and Helviot accompanied her in a trial of 
their voices. The excellence of the performance 
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soon attracted an immense crowd, who expressed 
their admiration, by filling the hat of HeWiot 
who held it for the benefit of the beggar, with 
pieces of silver. The joy of the old man may 
easily be conceived. 

SCEKERT. 

The presence of Scenery in the booths and 
temporary erections in Inn-yards, where the first 
rude companies of comedians exhibited, is not 
to be. supposed; and the evidence collected on 
the subject goes, for the most part, to prove, that 
the first regular Theatres were nearly as destitute 
of scenic decorations as their beggarly predeces- 
sors. The absence of this essential article of 
theatrical furniture afibrds a decisive proof of 
the excessive poverty of the first dramatic esta- 
blishments; since the account-books of the 
Masterof the Revels, for 1571, and several subse* 
quent years, clearly point out the use of four va- 
rieties of scenery, in almost every play or masque 
exhibited at court. 1, temporary erections on 
the stage ; 2, painting on canvas, stretched on 
frames ; 3, mechanical contrivances ; and 4, fur- 
niture and properties generally. The following 
are extracts from the office books.: 
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*' One bandied and fiftj ells of cravat, for the booiei and 
properties made tor the pJajers*" 
'' A jM^nted doth, and two frames." 
" Wm. Lysarde for size, callers, pots, nails, and pensills, 
used and occapied upon the painting of seven cities, one 
Tillage, one coantry-hoose, one battlement, &c.'* 
« One city and one battlement of canvas." 
■* Wm. Lysarde, for paynting by great, CCX yards of era- 
ras." 

Six plays ''famished, perfected and garnished, necesaa- 
nJy, and answerable to the matter, person, and part to be 
played; having apt howeses made of canvass, framed, 
fashioned and paynted accordingly, as might best serve their 
several purposes." 

In fact, all sorts of scenery and machinery 
were put in requtMtion for the ** garnishing*' of 
those representations which took place in the 
royal presence; castles, battlements, houses^ 
arbours, jHrisons, altars, tombsj rocks and caves, 
devices of hell and hell-mouth, and, on one occa- 
sion, a church is specified, which appear^, from 
another item, to have contaioed a light. Trees, 
hobby-horses, lions, dragons, and fish, also 
frequently recur in die accounts. With re- 
spect to machinery, the sun suspended in a 
cloud ; ** flakes of yse, hayle stones, and snow- 
balls,'' delicately composed of <' sugar plate, 
musk cumfetts, corianders prepared, dove cum* 
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fetts, synnaiDon cumfetts, ^c.;** thander and 
lightning; *' a charrott of 14 foote long and 8 
foote brode, with' a rocke upon it, and a fountain 
therein, for Apollo and the Nine Muzes;" are 
striking instances of the complicated nature 
of many of tbe contrivances made use of. at 
Court. 

On the public stage, however, at tbe same 
period, a simple hanging of arras or tapestry, 
was all that appeared in the way of. ornament; 
and this, as it became decayed or torn, was 
clumsily repaired by the display of pictures over 
the fractured places. A plain curtain, suspended 
in a corner, separated the most distari^t Te^ions ; 
and a board, inscribed with the name of a counti^ 
or cityj indicated the scene of action, the cbange 
of which was marked by the removal of one 
board, and the substitution of another. A table, 
with pen and ink, thrust in, signified that the 
stage was a counting-house ; if these were with- 
drawn, and two stools put in their places, it 
became a Tavern. When the Theatres were en- 
tirely destitute of scenery, the protruded board 
indicated that the empty stage was to be consi- 
dered as a city, a house, a wood, or any' other 
place ; and when scenes were first introduced. 
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the board was not immediately discontinaed, but 
was used to denote, that the painting exhibited re- 
presented such a particular city^ house, or wood. 
It was Jong before the Theatres became rich 
enough to afford a change of scenery for every 
change of place throughout a play, so that it 
was frequently the lot of one painting, in the 
.space of. a few hours, to represent the metro- 
pohs of several .different countries; Temporary 
erections for the purposes of the scenie were, 
however,' not uncommon : the tomb, in the last 
su:t of ** Romeo and Joliet ;*' and, in the early his- 
torical plays, the frequent recurrence of the walls 
of towns, attadcs upon the gatesj the appearance 
of the cittzens and others, on the battlements, &c., 
rendered some representation of these places 
indispensable. A very rude contrivance in front 
of the balcony would, however, generally be 
sufficient for the purpose. Very complicated ma- 
diinery was also necessary in the representation 
of many of the old dramas. In proof of this, we 
need only refer to two or three stage directions, 
in Shakspeare. In the '' Tempest," Ariel enters 
like a harpy, claps his wings on the table, and, 
with a. quaint device, the banquet vanishes." — In 
*^ Cymbeline,'* Jufiier descends in thunder and 
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lightning, sitting upon an Eagle. — ^Tbe caldron 
sinks, and apparitions rise, at the bidding of the 
witches, in *^ Macbeth,'' &c. &c. 

ADDISON's " CATO." 

Addisok planned this tragedy during his tra* 
vels, and wrote the first four acts many years 
before it was produced. These were shown to 
such as were likely to spread their admiration, 
although it was much doubted if he would erer 
have sufficient courage to subject the play to the 
criticism of a British audience. 

The time, however, arrived, when those who 
afiected to think liberty in danger, imagined that 
a play might preserve it ; and Addison was im* 
portuned, in the name of the tutelary deities of 
Britain, to show his courage and his zeal, by 
finishing his design. To resume his work, he 
seemed perversely and unaccountably unwilling ; 
he, at length, wrote the fifth act, like a task per* 
formed with reluctance, and hurried to its con« 
elusion. 

Dennis attacked the tragedy with great seve* 
rity ; and charged him with raising prejudices in 
his fayour, by false positions of preparatory cri<* 
ticism, and with poisoning the town, by contra- 
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dieting, in the ^' Spectator/' the established rules 
of poetical jiistice; because his own hero, with 
all his virtues, was to fall before a tyrant. 

At length, ^* the great, the important day,*' 
when Addison was to stand the hazard of, the 
Theatre, arrived. That there might, however, be 
as little hazard as possible, Steele undertoc^ to 
pack an audience. This, says Pope, had been 
tried, for the first time, in favour of the *' Dis- 
tressed Mother,'^ and was now, with more efficacy, 
practised for ^' Cato." The danger was soon 
over; the whole nation was, at that time, on fire 
with faction. The Whigs applauded every line 
in which liberty was mentioned, as a satire on 
the Tories ; and the Tories echoed every cheer, to 
shew that the satire was not felt. Bolingbroke 
called Booth to his box, and gave him fifty 
guineas, for defending the cause of liberty against 
a perpetual Dictator, The play, thus supported 
by the emulation of factious praise, was acted, 
night after night, for a longer time than the 
public had allowed to any preceding drama; 
and the author displayed, through the whole 
exhibition, a restless and unappeasable soli- 
citude. 
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, The thought with which ^* Cato'* opens,' appears 
to hftre been borrowed from Lee's ** Alexander." 
" The dawn is orereast, the morning lours, , 
And heavily in clouds brings on the day," 

Cato. 
** The morning rises black ; the louring sun. 
As if the dreadful business he foreknew, 
Drives heavily his sable chariot on." 

Albxandbr tbb omsAT. 

MR. AND MRS. HARTLEY, AND THE AMERICAN 
PURITANS. 

A CURIOUS instance of the laudable spirit 
which governs some of the Puritans in America 
occurred at Hertford, (the capital of the state of 
Connecticut,) duriug the visit of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bartley. It happened, as they were gomg their 
first journey from New York to Boston, that 
they halted to breakfast at the principal hotel in 
Hertford. It was soon known that they were in 
the city, and before Mr. Bartley had finished his 
meal, the landlord informed him that several gen- 
tlemen were in an adjoining room, and requested 
to speak with him. Mr. Bartley waited upon 
them, and they explained to him that the fame 
which had attended Mrs. Bartley in New York, 
made them most anxious to have an opportunity 
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of witoeasing her talents in Hertford ; that they 
had DO Theatre, but a tolerably large Assembly- 
room, which they would fill, if she would engage 
to give readings or recitations. It was soon 
agreed that she should do.so, on her return from 
Boston. 

The night was fixed, and the room crowded 
to excess : her readings from Milton and Shaks- 
peare were highly approved of; and she promised 
to repeat them on her way to Boston, at her 
next visit. The inhabitants of Hertford apprised 
themselves of the period of her next engagement 
at Boston, and wrote to Mr. Bartley, requesting 
him to lend his qtiota to the promised evening's 
entertainment at Hertford. This was acceded 
to ; but, no sooner was the announcement made, 
than the rigid and puritanical part of the commu- 
nity set up an outcry against these repeated in- 
novations ; and Mr. Ebenezer Huntingdon, (the 
Attorney-General of the State,) resolved to put 
into execution a dormant act of the legislature, 
against the performance. In the mean time, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bartley (wholly unconscious of what 
had been threatened) arrived, and were received 
as warmly as ever. The hour of performance 
having approached, the room was ag-ain crowd- 
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edy and all was on the eve of commencement, 
when a letter, addressed to the landlord of the 
hotel in which the assembly-room was situated , 
came from Ebenezer Huntingdon, stating, that if 
Mr. and Mrs. Bartley proceeded in their unlaw- 
ful practices, he would prosecute them undor 
the existing laws of the state. The contents of 
this letter were concealed from Mr. and Mrs. Bart- 
ley, and the performances went off with great eclat. 

Shortly after Mr. and Mrs* Bartley had re- 
tired to rest, that night, the myrmidons of Ebe- 
nezer came with a writ, to serve it on the uncon- 
scious offenders. The sii^ularity of the proceed^ 
ings, together with the indelicacy of selecting 
the hour of midnight, as the proper period for the 
execution of such a process, roused the indignation 
of several gentlemen, who were still in the hotel, 
and they gave their personal securities to produce 
Mr. Bartley the next day, or to answer the con- 
sequence ; at the same time depositing 500 dol- 
lars, to meet the expenses of the suit. 

A tremendous fall of snow rendered the roads 
impassable on the following day, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Bartley were, consequently, detained. Still, 
the whole transaction was carefully kept from their 
knowledge ; but some legal persons, who inter- 
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ested themselves greatly in -the matter; attd» dif- 
fering as to the coDstmction of the kw from the 
Attoraey-Oeneral, put the question in a train of 
jadieial hearing, and were ad?entarotts enough 
tO' invite Mr. and Mrs. Hartley to repeat the en* 
tertainments that evenmg, as the weather was so 
unfavoarable to the prosecution of their journey 
to Boston. They were still unconscious of what 
had happened; and it was not until after much 
g^ave argument in the court of justice, and 
a decision favourable to the accused, that Mrs. 
Bartley was made, acquainted with all that had 
oecuned, by the gentiemen who had so spiritedly 
defended the prosecution at their own risk. 

HARDY, THE FRENCH DRAMATIST. 

M. Hardy was an author who flourished 
in the seventeenth century, shedding upon France 
(his native country) the glories of a Muse prolific 
and copious almost beyond the powers of belief. 
It has been said, that he was often heard to de- 
clare, with a great deal of pompous self-sufficien- 
cy, that he was author of seven hundred pieces. 
On one occasion, when he was making this foolish 
and unbecoming boast, a critic, to whom his pro- 
ductions were but too well known, replied, " Sir, 

VOL. II. o 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



S2 TB£ATEEft 

liiose who see your plays, do not wonder lliat you 
-write so ftist ; and tbose wto read tbem, haan% 
wiidi you kad nerer writtea «t all.'' 

It is wA imposaible that such attacks as due 
abore, wiiich were not unfrequent, might, at 
lengthy have TtstrafiBod or cheeked thepfopencHty 
to write,wluch inlhienced o«r hero ; but, raifortw- 
ttately, hb circumstances would not allow of 
his giving op the only means he possessed, of 
•ubsistence for himeelf and family. He continu** 
«d, for several years, writing two ikmisand line^ 
a day, for a salary little b^ter than that of a 
journeyman tailor, in consequence of an agree- 
ment with a dramatic compasiy, whom he under- 
took to furnish with all they wanted. 

Fortunately for the libraries of those who 
possess the works of Hardy, as well as luckily 
for his own fame, only forty or fifly of all his 
dramatic host remain ; nor can it be said, that a 
perusal of these occasions any regret for the loss 
of their departed companions. 

He would frequently reply to those who cen- 
sured his Plays, '' What faults soever my dramas 
may possess, it cannot be denied they are just 
pictures of human life." Grossly violating man- 
ners and decorum, he fairly put his characters to 
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bed. The E>edth of Aehflles, or a Tradeiman's 
wife caught by her husband with another maDy 
afforded^ aliko^ to Hardy^ subjects for tragedy* 

la oae of his pieces, thct curtain draws up and 
^seovers a^Ue de joie stewing in her bed. The 
plot turns on the entrance of two of her admHrers^ 
who quarrel for the prize ; they retire to Settle the 
point, as such matters generidly are settled ; 
aad a third, mere happy, creeping from beneath 
the bed^ tarties off this second Helen. In one 
pardeular, the i^ays of Hardy may be said lo 
bear a near resemblance to life ; they turn on 
quarvelUikg and kissing, as Butler observes, in 
his Hodibras. 

" He swore the world, as he coold prove, 
Is made of fighting, and of iove." 

tn one of his performances, a princess is mar- 
ried. In the first act her son, the hero, is born ; in 
the second, educated ; in the third, a conqueror'; 
an outrageous lover in the fourth; and, final- 
ly, married, in the fifth act. Thij , it may be said, 
is real life; fot do we not every day see weddings 
where the lady is a bride and a mother within 
the space of eight and forty hours ! 

A gentleman of Paris, who fancied, that, with 
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all the absurd improprieties of Hardy, he qould 
perceive occasional sparks of genius, on a certain 
occasion, visited this dramatic writer, with the 
intention of adrising him not to write so much. 
Inquiring, of his theatrical friends, where Har- 
dy lived, this friendly critic was directed to a 
mean lodging, in the obscurest part of the city. 
Almost breathless with climbing, he at last found 
the dramatist in the attic story, busily engaged 
in his occupation, before a fire, on which a morsel 
of bouHU was preparing ; he was rocicing the cradle 
With his foot, and writing on a box, set on its 6nd; 
dressed only in a loose coat ; and the shirt, which 
he ought to have had on, his wife was washing 
in a corner of the room. 

The critip, disarmed by a sight, very difFerent 
from th&t which disarmed the angry lover of our 
poet (Prior*), forgot every word that he intended to 
have said ; excused himself, by pretending that he 
had mistaken the name ; and, dropping a purse of 
Louis d'ors on the floor, he hurried down stairs. 
Had he entered On the subject, aod given the in- 
tended advice, it would, inall probability,have been 
useless. It was the misfortune of Hardy, (as it al- 

* A rose-bod iu a ladjr's neck. 
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ways is a misfortune,) to write for bread ; and^ in 
reply to the salutary admonition of his benevo- 
lent visitor, he might have said, Bien ohligi. 
Monsieur p mods ilfaut vivre, — ** Many thanks for 
your kindness, sir, but I cannot live without 
eating." 

FOpTE AND QUIH. 

This celebrated mimic had signified, in his 
advertisement, while he was exhibiting his imita- 
tions at one of the Theatres Royal, that he would, 
on a particular evening, take off Quin ; who, being 
desirous of seeing his own picture, took a plaiCt 
In the stage-box, and, when the audience had 
ceased applauding Foote, for the justness of the 
representation, Quin bawls out, with a loud 
horse-laugh, ** I'm glad on't ; the poor fellow will 
get a clean shirt by it" When Foote immediately 
retorted, from the stage, '^ A clean shirt, master 
Quin I — a shirt of any kind was a very novel 
thing in your family, some few years ago." 

BARON, AND THE DUKE DE ROQUELAURE. 

The famous Baron was both an author and 
an actor ; he wrote a comedy in five acts, called 
" Les Adelphes," taken from the "Adelphi" of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



86 THEATBS8 

Terence; ^nd, a few days before it wat performed, 
the Duke de Roquelaure^ addressing him, said, 
"Will you show me your piece, Baron ? You know 
that I am a connoisseur: I have promised three 
women of wit, who are to dine with me, the feast 
of hearing it. Come, and dine with us ; bring it 
in your pocket, and read it yourself. I am 
desirous to know whether you are less dull than 
Terence.'' Baron accepted the invitation, and 
found two Countesses, and a Marchioness, at 
table, who testified the most impatient desire to 
hear the piece. They were, however, in no haste 
to rise from table ; and, when their long repast 
was ended, instead of thinking of Baron, they- 
called for cards. " Cards ?" cried the Duke ;-^ 
'' surely, ladies, you have no such intention? You 
forget that Baron is here, to read you his new 
comedy?" — "Oh, no; we have not forgotten 
that," replied one of them ; " he may read, while 
we are at play ; and we shall have two pleasures, 
instead of one." Baron immediately rose, 
walked to the door, and, with great indignation, 
replied, " his comedy should not be read to card- 
players." This incident was brought on the 
stage by Poincinet, in his comedy of the 
*' Cercle." 
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BARTON HOLIDAY. 

A DRAMATIST of thiB name was the author 
of a comedy called *^ Technogamia^ ov, the 
Marriage of the Arts/' which was perCoroMd 
at Christ-Church HaU, Oxford, ia 1617. Anto- 
ny Wood relates the following anecdote of 
subsequent representation of the sane pieQe.*-*- 
''The wits of these times being nunded to show 
themselves before the King, (James I.) were vt* 
solved, with leave, to act the same comedy at 
Woodstock. Whereupon, the author making 
some foolish alterations in it, it was accordingtj 
acted on a Sunday night, August 26» 1621 ; 
but it being too grave for the King, and too scho- 
lastic for the auditory ; or, an some have said* 
the actors having taken too much wine before they 
began, his majesty, after two acts, offered several 
times to withdraw. At length, being persuaded, 
by some one near him, to stay till it was ended, 
lest the young men should be discouraged, he 
sat down, though much s^ainst his will ; where- 
upon, these verses were made by a certain scho- 
lar : 

" At Christ Church Marriag^t doae before the King, 
Lest that these mates should want aaoffeiiiig. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



88 THBATaSS 

Tbe King himself did offei^-what, I pnj ? 
He offer'dy twice or thrice — to go nmrny" 
BAircOUBT. 

When Dancourt gave a new piece, if it w^re 
unsttccessful, to console himself, he was accus-. 
tomed to go and sup with two or three of his 
friends, at the sign of ** the Bag-pipes/' kept by 
Ghent. One morning, after the rehearsal of his 
comedy called *' Les Agioteurs, or Stock-bro- 
kers,'' which was to be performed, for the first 
time, that evening, he asked one of his daugh- 
ters, not ten years of age, how she liked the 
piece ; " Ah, papa," said the girl, " yon'U go to 
night, and sup at the sign of * The Bag*>pipesf " 

"recruitino officer.'* 

FooTE relates that the characters of this play 
were taken, by Farquhar, from the following 
originals : 

Justice Balance was a Mr. Beverley, a gentle- 
man of strict honour and independence, then 
Recorder of Shrewsbury. 

Another of the Justices was a Mr. Hill, an 
inhabitant of Shrewsbury. 

Worthy was a Mr. Owen, who lived on the 
borders of Shropshire. 

Captain Plume was Farquhar himself. 
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Captain Brazen^ nnkiiown. 

Sylvia was Miss Bererley, the daughter of the 
gentleman of that name; above mentioned. 

Mdinda wiAS a MisB Harnalej of Bel»ftdiiie» 
near the Wrekin. 

The plot is supposed to be the author's own 
indention. 

FRENCH HORSE-PERFORMER. 

Corneille wrote a tragedy called ** Andromeda/' 
with machinery, to divert Louis XIV. when a 
boy ; the decorations of which were so grand, 
that they were engrayed* The piece was reyiTed» 
in 1682, with great success, and with the, addition 
of a living horse, to represent Pegasus. The 
horse played his pait admirably, and pranced 
as much in the air, as he could have done on 
terra-firma. The Italians have often brought on 
living horses in their grand operas, but they bound 
with such precaution, as to produce little effect. 
Other means were taken, in the tragedy of '' An- 
dromeda," to give the horse a warlike ardour : 
before he was hoisted, by machinery, up in the air, 
he was kept fasting so long that his appetite was 
esctreme ; and when he appeared, a groom, be-* 
hind the scenes, stood shaking oats in a sieve. 
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Pressed by hunger, the horse neighed, pawed with 
his feet, and perfectly answered the end design- 
ed. By this stratagem, the piece had a great run, 
for every body was eager to visit this famed 
quadrupedal Roscius. 

shuter's reckoning. 

It is well known that this celebrated comedian, 
in the earlier part of his life, was tapster at a 
public house, in the neighbourhood of Covent 
Garden. A gentleman, one day, ordered him to 
call a hackney coach, which he did accordingly. It 
so happened, that the gentleman left his gold head- 
ed cane, and missing it, the next morning, went 
immediately to the public house, to inquire of the 
boy, Ned, (who called the coach,) whether he 
eould tell the number. Shuter, who was then no 
great adept in figures, except in his own way of 
scoring up a reckoning, immediately replied, " It 
was two pots of porter, a shilling's worth of 
punch, and a paper of tobacco.*' The gentleman, 
upon this, was as much at a loss as ever; till Ned 
took out his chalk, and thus scored down his 
reckoning : — 4, 4, for two pots of porter, 0, for a 
shilling's worth of punch ; and a line, across the 
two pots of porter, for a paper of tobacco, which 
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fonsed Uie luimbef 440. The geatl€mftn» in oon- 
sequ^Qce, recovered hit ceim ; and dihikiiig it a 
pity tbat soch acateness of geniuB should be hid- 
den, like a diamond in the mine, he very generous- 
ly gave him an education, and thus enabled Shuter 
to shine in the profession which he afterwards 
adopted. 

DUV&BSNT, ANB THE ABBE PELLEO&Iir. 

DuFRESv T, a French author, having written 
** L'Amant Masqu^," in three acts, had it reduced 
to one act by the performers ; and his comedies 
of five acts were generally reduced to three. 
'* What !'* said he, excessively piqued ; ** shall I 
never get a five-act piece on the stage?"-—'' Oh^ 
yes," answered the Abbe, ** you have only to write 
a comedy in eleven acts ; six of which will be re« 
trei^ched by the comedians." In France, the come- 
dians are their own managers ; except so far as 
government interferes* 

MADEMOISELLE DUMESNIL. 

This lady, who was an actress at Paris, about 
liie middle of ^e last century, was one evening 
performing the part of Cleopatra, where, in the 5th 
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act, her imprecations are almost too horrible; 
amoog othersjshe exclaims, intheezeess of rage^ 

" Je maodraii les Dieox, sUt me rendoieat l« jour.'* , -^^ . 

" I*d cune the gods were thej to give njie life." *: 

*' Get to the d — l,Tile hussey !" exclaimed aQol4 
officer, sitting on the front seat of the stage-box/ 
and, at the same time, giving her a push on the 
back. For a while, this act of undue interference 
interrupted the performance. When the noise 
ceased, Mademoiselle turned, and thanked the 
officer for having bestowed on her the most flatter- 
ing mark of applause she had ever receiyed. 

A SCOTCH BULL. 

A PARTY of actors played *' Douglas" at the 
Trades' Hall, in Glasgow. The bills said, that 
" his histrionic powers had procured him the ap- 
pellation of the * Third Roscius;' " but, neverthe- 
less, added, '' that this was his Jirst appearance 
on any stage." 

TRAGEDY IN EARNEST. 

During a representation, at the Theatre de 
rimperatrice, at Paris, one of the principal cha- 
racters, a young nobleman, distrusting the fide- 
lity of his confidant, draws his sword, and is 
about to plunge it in his bosom, when the sub- 
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misiive attitude of the num, with the remem- 
brance of faifl former services, darts across his 
mind, and disarms his anger. The play had gone 
on smoothly to this scene; in the progress of it, 
the nobleman's wrath is raised^he draws his sword, 
but his confidant, being deficient in his part, ne- 
glected to draw back, or fall upon his knees ; and 
before the o^er could command his weapon, the 
point had inflicted a deadly wound. Assistance 
was afforded on the instant, but the unfortunate 
man expiried before he could be removed from 
the stage. The result of this accident made so 
deep an impression on the survivor, that, alter an 
iUaess of four days, during which he incessantly 
bewailed the deed, he died, bequeathing the great- 
er part of his proprety to the family of him he 
had so imconsciously slain. 

THREE AKI> THE DEUCE. 

One night, in Dec. 1823, the audience of the 
Liverpool Theatre were roused from their 
apathy by the performance of two gentlemen^ 
presumed to be their first appearance on any stage. 
The play-bill announced that, after <' Damon and 
Pythias," a gentleman of Liverpool would be found 
At Hamef in imitation of Mr. Mathews. Accord- 
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iogly, the amateur imitator came forward^ aod^ 
at the same moment, a ceeoxd gentkman juaip- 
ed from the stag^-box, in the persoii of his ib^ 
dignaDt* but respected father, armed wHh a 
huge ash-plaoty which he so vigoroosly plied 
on the person of the young aspirant to dra^ 
matic fame^ that he made a very hasty sorHe. 
The manager, iinfotUmately for himself, interpos* 
ing, made up the trio, and had the honour of re^ 
ceiving from the injured patent a quantum-suffl* 
cU of ca3tigatiod, in the presence of the audi« 
ence then assembled* 

EPfLOGlTE TO A CONDEMNED FARCE. 

Bt the following slight detail, our readers will 
learn, that the would-be Charioteers of 1779 
were thought as fit subjects for dramatic ridicule, 
as those who sported " the Buxton Bit, Bridoon 
so triniy — three Ckesnuts and a Grey," but a few 
short years ago. 

On February 20th, 1779, a new farce, entitled 
" Jdiu," was attempted to be performed at Drury 
Lane Theatre, but it was received with such un- 
welcome sounds, and such unequivocal marks of 
disapprobation, that the manager ordered the cur- 
tain to be dropped in the middle of the second 
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act. ThiS) however^ did not seem to satisfy the 
audience, as many voices called loudly for the 
manager. In the midst of the storm, Mr. King 
made his appearance; and, on silence being ob- 
tained, delivered the following poetical address, 
or epilogue, so very apposite tp the &te of the 
farce, that many were conyinced it had been writ- 
ten in the sagacious antieipation that the piece 
could not succeed. Whether this was the case or 
not, we cannot determine. — It is very ingenious, 
and runs thus : — 

Here*s, " Long-trotting fom ;** here's** Finger the reins ;" 
And tip all the go-by, from London to Staines. 
I saj, hoif d'ye relish my foul-weafher rag ? 
My wig, too, is that all tight, cfever, and snag ? 

(To the PU.) 

This is cparse kind of humour for you to connive at ; 

And youMl wonder, no doobt, what the d ^I I drfve at ; 

To be brief; 'tis at this : — when an authoriing dreams 
Of Parnassus's mount, and Pierian streamsy 
He, in metaphoi> utters his joys and his hopes^ 
Eats, drinks, coughs^ and sneers, in figures and tropes. 
In this style, our bard, with his comedy, came, 
(For farce is a term modern authors disclaim ;) 
'Tis true, that Miss Farce is Dame Comedy's child. 
And all her raanc&uTres are skittish and wild j 
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Mach given to giggliiig and hoydeaith tan, ■ 
WhUe she's always a crying, or saying ber prayers. 
Why she whines thus of late, many things have been said ; 
Some pretend, His because wit and humour are dead. 
Be that as it may, says the Bard-** Mr. King ; 
My diligence, here, is a slight little thing ; 
But slight as it is, perchance, it may thrive, 
Conld I get sach a coachman as you are^ to drive.' 
' First,' said I, ' let me ask, if your tackle's all tight; 
If your cattle have wind to ran through a third night ? 
For we know but too well, 'tis confounded dull working. 
Where all must depend on our flogging and jerking ; 
Besides, on the road, there is nothing that cheers 
Your tits, like a few jingling bells at their ears ; 

And the d 1 a crotchet have you of a song. 

To help either driver or cattle along. 
Tis with coachmen, as well as with authors, the way 
To whistle and sing, if they've little to say ; 
These are tokens of old, ever known to portend. 
That the wit, on the journey, draws near to an end. 
You^ young scribblers, too, think you never can fail. 
Gee up ! off at once ! all the way like tfie mail I 
While the critics lie by, Hill you totter and reel, 
When one of them sticks ad— d spoke in your wheel; 
Then over you go, 'tis in vain that you hollow 
To the patron of poets arid coachmen — Apollo. 
Just as Cornishmen flock round a wreck on the shore ; 
In a trice j^ou're surrounded by critics a score ; 
Who, while you are struggling, in vain, to get loose, 
Will pluck you as bare as a Lincolnshire goose : 
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In that case, as yon*n whips, for ant stage, I'll asraer; 
Bot the d 1 may drive it a ucond for me/' 

MB. T. P. COOKS'S NAUTICAL ADVENTURES. 

This son of Thespis^ when a boy of ten years 
old, inconsequence of seeing a nantical spectacle 
at one of the Theatres, imbibed a predilection for 
the sea, which became very speedily gra* 
tified. In the year 1796, he embarked on board 
His Majesty's ship, '' the Raven," and saUed 
immediately, vift Gibraltar, for the blockade of 
Toulon. Being ordered to the Mediterranean, he 
was with the Earl St. Vincent, in the great and 
distinguished victory which gave the gallant ad- 
miral his title, and partook in many mino^ 
actions: the bravery he displayed in boardmg 
an Algerine corsair, procured him the thanks of 
his captain, for his coolness and intrepidity. 
Accident alone prevented him from being pre- 
sent at the battle of Camperdown ; for, hav- 
ing sprung her mainmast, in a violent gale, *^ the 
Raven" bore away towards Cuzhaven, and, upon 
the coast adjacent, underwent the horrors of beiag 
wrecked in a season of peculiar inclemency. 

For two days and nights the crew of this ill-fated 
vessel were subject to incredible misery; the cold 

VOL. II. H 
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was intense ; and while eli^gng to the iragments 
of the shattered ship, many brave seamen^ wast- 
ed with toil, dropped, in the chillness of death, 
to a dark and stormy grave. Mr. Cooke con- 
trived, by dint of great exertion, to reach the 
shore alive ; when, being carried to a barn adja- 
cent» he was recovered, and soon after was sent 
borne. The feitigne he underwent during the cala- 
mity, had impaired his health, and he became se- 
verely afflicted with a rheumatic fever ; which, 
from its long duration, had nearly proved fatal : 
when recovered, he listened to the wishes of his 
friends, was invalided, and left the Royal Navy. 

MRS. MATTOCKS. 

Mas. Mattocks, the Actress, was as much ce- 
lebrated for the taste and elegance of her dress, 
as for her histrionic talents. Before her marri- 
age, when Miss Hailam, Abe appeared in the cha- 
racter ot Berthoy mihe " Royal Merchant." B«r- 
tha was the niece of the Ocwmor of Bruges^ 
and Miss Hallam, with great judgment, dressed 
exactly in the style of Ruben' swife, {Helena Fer- 
9Aa»,) as she appears in a celebrated picture by 
diat artist, 
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The Fl^miali lemak -costvme, though .ooaiaoii 
in Gng^aBtd Coring the reign of ihe Stnarts, was, 
9t this, pedod, .voknowa to the Snglish stage } 
smdy tfaerefore, thejreTrralof the ^* Y^hd^ d^ess/' 
asltis called bytheladies^who afterwardsadopt- 
ed it, came forth with aU the attcacticMiiof noYelty. 

The metnqpolitaa fashions did not^ in the foe* 
^oniog of the Jate reign^ take such rapid flight 
from the centre to the extreiphies of the island^ as 
they have been accustomed to doin modem times ; 
therefore, the various dresses of Mrs. Mattoeks, 
after they had passed^ the ordeal of the female 
critics in the Theatre, and been there displayed 
to the admiration of the town, were frequently 
sent for by the principal ladies of Liv^pool, and 
other towns in the ccrantry, who adopted and 
spread the fashion. . . 

WBSTOX. 

This Comedian, being in<^ continual dread 
of bailiffs^ w^ frequently obliged to make the 
Theatre his place of renidence. When Uv^ing in 
the Haymarket Theatre, he wimi accustomed to 
shut the balf*door of the lobby, which had spikes 
at the top, and to bring a table and ;Cha.ir tjbat 
he might take the air, and smoke his pipe. Tp 
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this door a bailiff, wbose face wa» nnknown to 
Weston, and who carried clothes under his atin* 
corered with green baize, as if he were a tailor, 
came, and requested to speak with Mr. Foote. 
Weston unwarily opened the hatch, and the bailiff 
assumed hts true character and exhibited his 
writ. Disguisbg his emotion, Weston desired 
the bailiff to follow him, that Mr. Foote might 
ehherpay the money, or give security. The man 
did as he desired ; and thus the deceiver was 
deceived. He had not made a legal capture, by 
touchhig Weston ; the passage behind the side- 
boxes was very dark, and the bailiff was oUigedto 
grope slowly along. Weston knew the way ; gained 
the door, which > also, had spikes ; bolted it, cross- 
ed the stage, ran through the adjoining house of 
Mr. Foote, and escaped. 

MELANCHOLY SITUATION OF BOISSY, THE 
FRENCH DRAMATIST. 

BoissT, the author of several dramatic pieces 
which were received with applause, met with the 
common fate of those who give themselves up to 
the Muses. He laboured and toiled incessantly ; 
his works procured him fame, but not bread. 
•He languished, with a wife and child, under the 
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pressnre of the most extreme porerly. Boisty 
became a prey to distress and despondency. 
The shortest way to rid kimsdf, at ooce, frcnn all 
his misery, seemed to him to be death. His 
wife, who was no less weary of life, listened 
with a sympathizing feeling when he declaimed 
of deliverance from this earthly prison, and of the 
smiling prospects of a futurity ; and, at length, 
resolved to accompany him in death. But she 
could not bear to think of leaving her beloved 
son, -of five years old, in a world of misery and 
soKrow ; it was^ therefore, agreed to take the 
child along with them iu their passage into ano- 
ther and a better world. 

They chose — that of starving ; and, according* 
ly, they waited, in their solitary and deserted 
apartment, for their deliverer. Death. Their re- 
sc^ution and. fortitude were equally unshaken. 
They locked the door, and began to fast. When 
any one came and knocked, they fled, trembling, 
into the. corner, and were in perpetual dread lest 
their purpose should be discovered. Their little 
son, who had not yet learnt to silence the calls of 
hunger by artificial reasons, whimpering and cry- 
ing, asked for bread, but they found means always 
to quiet him. 
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It oocarred to one of Boissy's friends, that it 
waB very extraordinary he should never find hhn' 
at home. At first, he tiionght the family were re- 
moved; bat, on being assured to the contrary, 
he became more uneasy : he called severed times 
in one day; always— nobody at home! At last, 
he burst open the door. He saw his friend, with 
his wife and ilon, on a bed, pale and emaseiated, 
scarcely able to speak. The boy lay in the 
middle, and the parents la^ by his 8td6, with 
their arms thrown over him. The child stretched 
out his hands towards his deliverer, and his fim 
word was-^read. It was now the third day, 
and not a morsel of food had entered his lips. 
The parents lay sttU in a perfect stupor; they 
had liever heard die bursting open of the 
door, and felt not the embraces of their agita- 
ted friend. Their bolk>w eyes were directed 
towards the boy, and the tenderest expfessions 
of pity were in the looks with Which they 
beheld him, and still saw hiAi^ dying. Th^ 
friend hastened to take measures for their deliver- 
ance. They thought they had already done with 
' alt the troubles of the world, and were suddenly 
terrified at being forced into them again. Void of 
either sense or reflection, they submitted to the ef- 
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forU that were made to lestoie them to animatioa. 
At length, their friend hit upcm the meet effie»- 
eious means ; he took the child from their anna, 
and thus called op all the kteni feelings of pa^ 
rental tenderness : he gave the child to eat, «lio» 
with one hand, held his biead, and, witibtfae other, 
alternsctely shodk the hand of his Mnei and 
mother; Vrhen his piteous moans at length 
roused them from their deatii*Uke slnndier. 

Their friend procured them broths, wfaaoh he 
cautiously put to their Iips» and did not leave 
-them till erery symptom of restored health was 
fully visible. Thus was their deliverance conr 
summated. 

This transaction made mudi noise in Paris, 
and, at length, reached the ears of the . Marchi- 
oness de Pompadour. Boissy's dejdonble situ- 
ation moved her. She immediately sent hhn a 
hundred louis-d'ors, and soon after procared 
him the profitable place of Controlleur du Mer* 
cure de France, with a pension for hk wife and 
child, if they onthTed him. 

THEATRICAL DRESSES* 

Ik the representation of masques and regular 
-dramas at Court, at the latter end of the 16th 
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and begiDning of the 17th century, the dresses 
worn by the performers were remarkable for 
their elegance and splendour. Gold, silver, silk, 
satin, velvet, and feathers, in every variety of 
colour and combination, were exhausted in adorn- 
ing the actors, who were mostly persons of rank. 
Nor was splendour the only consideration ; con- 
siderable pains were bestowed, and expense in- 
curred, in the provision of dresses, attributes, and 
. ornaments, appropriate to the characters repre- 
sented. It appears, from the accounts of the 
Master of the Revels, that these performances 
frequently put the Court to an enormous ex- 
pense. 

However cramped by poverty, in the use of 
scenery, &c, various causes combined to enable 
the Theatres to emulate, in dress at least, the 
costumes of the royal stage. The customary ha- 
bits of the noble and wealthy were extremely 
splendid ; and their rejected wardrobes found a 
ready sale at the Theatres, where a slight dimi- 
nution of their lustre was not very material, and 
casual soils were well compensated by the cheap- 
ness of the purchase. As plays or masques were 
not generally acted more than once at Court, 
little necessity existed for the preservation of the 
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dresses which were used in them ; and they, 
of course, readily found their way into the pos- 
session of the only persons to whom they could 
be valuable. That particular pains were some- 
tunes taken to prevent the dresses, &C.9 from fall- 
ing into the hands of the players, appears from 
a passage in Archbishop Laud's history of his 
Chancellorship, in which he gives an account of 
a play acted before the King and Queen, at St. 
John's College, and which was so well liked by 
the Queen, that she desired the apparel to be 
sent to Hampton Court, that she might see her 
own players act it over again. With this request 
Laud complied, ** humbly desiring of the King 
and Queen, that neither the play, nor clothes, 
nor stage, might come into the hands of the 
common players abroad, which was graciously 
granted." 

The dresses of the different Theatres, of course, 
varied, in qualitv and variety, according to 
the opulence or poverty of their treasuries ; but 
it is certain, that, at most of the principal play- 
houses, the apparel was various, appropriate, and 
elegant. The inventory of the properties of the 
Lord Admiral's Company, in 1598, affords suffi- 
cient proof of the fact. Kings figured in crowns, 
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imperial, plain, or snrinouBted, by a sun; and 
globes and sceptres graced tkeit hands ; Neptune 
had his garland and his trident, and Mercury his 
wings. Armour was in common use on the 
stage. A great quantity of the theatrical ward- 
robe was of satin, velvet, taffety, and doth cS 
gold ; ornamented with gold and silver lace, or 
embroidery, probably producing an effect little 
inferior to what is now witnessed. Greene intro- 
duces a player, in his " Groat's worth of wit," 
boasting that his share in the stage^pparel could 
not be sold for two hundred pounds ; a very consi- 
derable sum, indeed, in those days; and as the 
number of shares varied from twelve to forty, the 
whole amount, according to the most moderate 
computation, must have been very great. 

IMPROMPTU. 

On an Apple being thrown at Mr. Cooke, whUst 
playing Sir Pertinax Mac Sycophant. 

SoM£ envious Scot, you say, the apple threw. 
Because the character was drawn too true ; 
It can't be so, for all must know " right weel," 
That a true Scot bad only thrown the peel. 
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OABEICk's DEBUt, AND BETBBAT. 

A gentleman asking a friend, who had seen 
Garrick perform his first, and his last, character, 
if he thought him as good an actor when he took 
his leave of the stage of " Old Dniry," as when 
he first played at Goodman's Fields, he gave for 
an answer the following 

Extempore* 
'* I saw him rising, in the East, 

In all his energetic glows ; 
I taw him 'setting, in the Wett, 

In greater splendoor than be rose." 

MASTER BETTY. 

The Ist of December, of the year 1803, forsii 
an era in the annals of the British stage, as 
having brought before a London audience; a ju- 
venile actor of very extraordinary, acquirements, 
at Covent Garden Theatre, as Achmei, in " Bar- 
barossa," We allude to Master William Henry 
West Betty, who had just attained his thirteenth 
year, but had, in his previous provincial course, 
obtained the imposing name of the Young Ros- 
cius. The eagerness of the public to see this 
phenomenon was such, that three Theatres might 
have been filled with the cfowd that sought ad- 
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mission on that evening ; and many very serious 
accidents happened, so great was the pressure. 
Such was his attraction, that he was soon enga- 
ged to perform, alternately, at Drury Lane, and 
Co vent Garden ; at the former of which the 
bills always announced him as the Young Ros- 
ciiLs; at the latter, as Master Betty. This young 
actor was courted by noble Lords, was kissed 
and caressed by noble Dames, and even had the 
honour of being introduced to his Grace the ve- 
nerable Archbishop of York. He, afterwards, 
performed JRichard, Hamlet, Macbeth, Octavian^ 
RomeOf Gustavus Vasa, Tancred, Osmyn^ Orestes^ 
Zanga, and several other first-rate characters, 
with various degrees of merit, but with astonishing 
success ; receiving £50, and latterly, it is said, 
£100 per night for his performances. Master 
Betty took his leave of the public, with a benefit, 
at Drury Lane, May 17, 1806, after playing 
Tancredf and Captain Flask, He has, however, 
performed since he arrived at man's estate, but 
without any of that success which attended his 
former exertions. 

STEPHEN GOSSON*S PHILIPPIC AGAINST 
PLAYERS. 

GossoN was a contemporary of Spenser, and 
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Sir Philip Sidney ; and, after his ordinatioD, he 
officiated at St. fiotolph's Church. The chief 
basiness of his life appears to have been to preach 
dawn dramatic performances of a]l kinds ; and 
not satisfied with assailing the " Poor Players,^ 
in his parish pulpit, he gave them the adrantages 
of a vociferous Philippic from Paul's cross ; and 
thinking the triumph incomplete until he had 
attacked them from the press, he published, in 
1579, *' The School of abuse, a pleasant invective 
against Pipers^ Players, Jesters, and such like 
caterpillars of the state J^ In this work the following 
highly finished picture occuis. '* In these places 
(says Gosson, speaking of play houses,) you shall 
see such pushing, shoving, and shouldering, to 
get at the women, such care for their garments 
that they be not trod on, such eyes to their laps 
that no chips light on them, such pillows to their 
backs, that they take no hurt» such nuzzlijig in 
their ears, to say, I know not what; such present- 
ing of pippins, such toying, such Hcking, such 
smiling and smicking, such winking, such rival- 
ship, and out-generalling, in settling who shall 
man them home, that, in good truth, it is no small 
part of the comedie to mark their behaviour.*' 
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ADVICE TO A DSiAVATXtlU 

Youn comedy Yve read, jny friend. 
And like tht halff yon pilfer*d, best ; 

Bat, sufe, the drama you mi^t mend ; 
Take courage, man, and s/so/ i&e rest/ 

CIBBER, GARRICK, AND MRS. BRACEGIRDLE. 

This actress retired from the stage about 30 
years prior to the appearance of our English 
Roscius, and, at that time, was visited by many 
persons of distinction, from whom she heard the 
most extravagant accounts of the young per- 
former's merit. Colley Gibber, however, spoke of 
him with great contempt, admitting, that " he 
was well enough, but not superior to his son 
Theophilus." Mrs. Bracegirdle immediately re- 
proved him, by saying, good-naturedly, " Come, 
come, Colley, tell me if there is not something 
like envy in your character of the new actor ? The 
player who pleases every body must be a man of 
merit." — The old critic felt the force of this ju- 
dicious rebuke, and, taking a pinch of snuff, whis- 
pered, " Why, 'faith, Bracey, I believe you are 
right ; the young fellow is clever." 

CADORET, THE FRENCH MIMIC. 

A PERSON named Cadoret, known by the 
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anagram Terodmc, was so p^ect a ttiniic that 
the aadience really imagined, that they daw, and 
heard, the actors whom he imitatod* In his part 
of Metromanef he so finely caricatared the 
actors of his time, that this was an additional 
reason, for forbidding the actdrs of the oomic 
opera to speak, and confinmg them to song* It 
was imagined, that, by this means, the scene of 
Metromane^ which so highly offended the actors 
who were imitated, would have been suppressed. 
But the author here found but little difficulty ; as 
the comedii^ns, tbcD, (as they do at present,) 
rather sang, than spoke, the author set their deda- 
patiQn to music; and the notes so nearly agreed 
with the inflexions, and routine of the tragic ac- 
tors, that the difference was scarcely perceptible* 

CHARLES BANNISTER. 

This gentleman, who was equally celebrated 
for his ready wit, as for his histrionic abilities, 
once asked the dramatic writer, Miles Peter An- 
drews, when he intended Ixinghtg forth another 
Play. « Soon, very soon, (replied the author ;) for 
my Muse is big, and will soon be delivered." — 
" Well, then, (rejoined the actor, very archly,) Fll 
come to the groaning.'' 
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Once, in retarning from rehearsal, he was 
caught rn a severe shower of rain inHolbom, and 
he took eheher in a comb^maker's, where an old 
man was at work. ** Good Heavens ! what pain 
yoa are in, sir!** (said the son of Thespis.) '^Pain ! 
I have no pain/' replied the man, pursuing his 
vocation. '' Yes, you must, (rejoined Bannister 
very gravely,) you we cutting your teethJ*^ 
FiaoN. 

PiROK,diicontent6d with the performance df 
Sarrasin, in his tragedy of ** Oustavus Fasa," and 
knowing that actor had been an Abb6 in his 
youth, called aloud from the amphitheatre, '^That 
man, who was not worthy of being consecrated, 
at twenty-four, is equally unworthy of being eX' 
communicated, at sixty." All actors in France 
used to be excommunicated. Sarrasin, however, 
is said to have been an excellent comedian. 

At the performance of the same play, the Abb^ 
Desfontaines met Piroo, much too richly dressed, 
as he supposed; and coming up to him, said 
" Poor Piron ! really, that dress is ill adapted 
to you!" — "That may be," answered Piron; 
" but really, in return, Mr. Abb^, you must allow, 
you are as ill adapted to your own." (The 
cardinal wore the clerical habit.) 
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MACKLiy's LAST APPXARAKCS. 

This event occurred May 7, 1780, on which 
occasion^at the advanced age of kihstt, he at- 
tempted his old character of Sh^Mi^ for his own 
benefit ; but, in the middle of his part^ finding his 
memory entirely gone, he was obliged to apolo- 
gize, and request that Hr. Ryder might be allowed 
to supply his place: this was unhesitatingly 
granted, and the Veteran quitted the mimic art 
* for even 

NAT« LEE AND SIU ROGEE l'eSTRAKGE. 

The author of ** Alexander the Great/' whilst 
confined in a mad<-house, was visited by Sir 
Roger L'Estrange, of whose poetical abilities Lee 
entertained no very high opinion. Upon the 
knight inquiring whether the poet knew him? 
Lee answered — ► 

•' Castom maj alter men, aod manners change ; 
But I am still tbrange Lee, and joa L* Ettra$tg€ : 
I*m poor in parse, as yon are poor in brtins.** 

RICH, AVD FOOTE. 

The education of Rich, the Covent-Garden 
Kanager, had been much neglected, and his lan- 
guage was, in consequence, vulgar and ungram- 
matical. He had contracted a strange and rude 
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babit of calling every body Mister^ which gave rise 
to the following bon mot by Foote. Rich harmg 
called him Mister several times, the mimic grew 
wmrm ; and asked Um the reason of his not call* 
ipg him by his name. — " Don't be angry, (said 
Richy) for I sometimes forget my own name/' 
" That's extraordinary (replied Foote ;) for, though 
I knew you could not write it, I did not suppose 
you could forget it." 

MADEMOISELLE FELIX. 

This celebrated French actress, who possess- 
ed great attractions, was engaged at Petersburg, 
where she performed in tragedy. One day, 
when she became the subject of conversation at 
the table of the Empress Catharine, the young 
Lans Koy, the reigning favourite, spoke of her 
with so much warmth, and launched out into such 
high praise of her graces, that, from that mo- 
ment, it was noticed, the Empress no longer 
saw her with pleasure, and forbore to command 
the pieces in which this actress might have been 
sieen with advantage. 

On her side. Mademoiselle Felix felt piqued, 
spoke with much freedom, and, what will hardly 
be credited, between the Sovereign and the stage- 
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heroine an open warfare wm, atleikglh/canried on. 
New expedients, to disgust and bomble the.latter, 
were daily resorted to ; and, every day, the actress 
became more firm against tbis persecution, at the 
same time that her language and h^r sarcasms 
often drove her enemies to despair. 

It is known that, at Petersburg, the distinction 
of ranks requires that a certain number only of 
horses should be harnessed to the caifriages* 
Mademoiselle Felix, who displayed her figure, la 
the principal streets of the capital, like a Princess, 
with four or six horses, received an order to ap* 
pear with two only. Enraged at thisprohibitioiiy 
she resolved to violate it, and even to brave the 
Empress within the purlieus of her palace. For 
this purpose, she demanded the equipage and car* 
riage of Count Soltikof, her lover, whose rank 
permitted him to drive with six horses. She was 
now to be seen taking turns in the Park of Cazorel 
until she fell in with the Empress, which was 
what she had most at heart. Enraged at the bold- 
ness and audacity of this girl, the latter instantly 
sent an order to the superintendent of the police 
of Petersburg, for her to quit the city within 
twenty-four hours, and the Imperial dominions 
within eight days. In another State, less despo- 
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tic, she might have been punished with more se- 
verity. The Count, her lover, was exiled to one 
of his estates. 

On her coming to Paris, after this sensible hu- 
miliation, she displayed all her loftiness of cha- 
racter, or, it may be said with more justice, her 
impertinence ; for, having been coldly received 
by the public, in the character of AlzirCy which 
was allotted to her, and the hisses having become 
general at the moment when she threw herself 
at the feet of Alvarh^ she turned towards the 
audience, with a sbrug of the shoulders, and an 
air of contempt, such as might have been pun- 
ished by a residence of a few weeks in the Hoiel 
de la Force, if it had not been certain that she 
would never again make her appearance on the 
boards of the capital. 

A SHIFT POR A RUFFLE. 

Once, in a bam, the strolling wardrobe^s list 
Had but one ruffle left forHamlefs wrist. 
Necessity, which has no law, they say. 
Could, with one ruffle, but one arm display. 
"What's to be done?" the hero said, and sigh'd. 
"Shift hands each scene, (a brother buskin 
cried ;) 
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Now, m the pocket, keep the left from sight, 
Whilst, o'er your breast, you spread the ruffled 

right; 
Now, in your robe, the naked right repose. 
Whilst, down your ^,the woeful cambric flows. 
Thus, though halfMlVd, as well as Aa(f array'd, 
You^d mahe a change which Oarrich nevetmade/* 

MRS. OA«ftICK*8 WILL. 

This lady left to Mrs. Siddons a pair of gloves 
which were Shakspeare's^ and were presented to 
her late husband during the Jubilee at Stratford, 
by one of her (Mrs. S/s) family. 

To the Theatrical Fund of Drury-lane Theatre, 
two hundred pounds. 

To Hannah Mbre^ one hundred pounds. 

To Christopher Garrick, her nephew, the gold 
snuff-box, set with diamonds, given her late hus* 
band by the King of Denmark. 

To Nathaniel Egerton Garrick, the snuff-box 
given to her late husband by the Duke of Parma. 
. To her nephew, Christopher Garrick, and his 
wife, all the plate which was bought upon her 
marriage; also a service of pewter, which her 
husband used, when a bachelor, bearing the name 
of Garricky with u wish, that the same should al- 
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ways remain with the head of the family ; also 
the picture of her husband, in the character of 
Richard the Third, which was purchased by her 
after her husband's decease. 

To Nathaniel Egerton Garrick, a portrait, paint- 
ed by Zoffany, of her husband without a wig, 
which she bought, after his decease, of Mr. Brad- 
shaw, to whom it had been given as a pre- 
sent. 

To Dowager Lady Amherst, her ring set with 
diamonds, having King Charles's oak in it, and 
a small gold box used for keeping black sticking 
plaister. 

To Lady Anson, wife of Sir William Anson, 
her dejeun6 set of Dresden procelain ; and, to 
the said Sir William Anson, her gold antique 
cameo ring. 

To the St. George's Hospital, Middlesex ditto, 
Lying-in ditto, Magdalen ditto. Refuge for the 
Destitute, and Society for the Indigent Blind, 
one hundred pounds each. 

To the London Orphan Society, fifty pounds. 

Three hundred pounds to be invested in the ' 
name of the Vicar of-Hampton for the time being, 
and the interest expended in a supply of coals 
for the poor of the parish. 
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To Archdeacon Pott, two hundred pounds to- 
wards the education of the poor children of St. 
Martin's parish. 

To the Rev. Mr. Archer, minister of the Ro- 
man, Catholic Chapel^ in Warwick Street, one 
hundred pounds, and a farther sum of one hun- 
dred pounds for the education of the Charity 
Children of Warwick*street Chapel. There 
were innumerable other legacies of articles of 
plate^ jewels, linen^ &c. a^d money to a consi- 
derable amount, but of no material public inter- 
est. Her executors were the Rey. Thomas Rac- 
ket and Frederick Beltz, Esq. To the former, she 
left books and prints to the value of one hundred 
pounds ; and, to the latter, fifty pounds in books 
and prints, and one hundred pounds in money. 
After discharging the numerous legacies, her 
debts and funeral expenses, Mrs. Garrick direct- 
ed the residue of her estate, including a bond for 
six .thousand pounds due from the late and pre*- 
sent Duke of Devonshire to the late Blr. Gar- 
rick, to be converted into cash, and afterwards 
invested in Austrian securities for her niece, Eli? 
zabeth de Saar, wife of Peter de Saar, of Vien^ 
aa, for her sole use and l>enefit, during her life; 
and, after h^ death,' to her grandchildren. 
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schillbr'b ** robbers/' 

Soon after the appearance of the " Robbera(/' 
the scholars of the school of Frihaurg^ where it 
was representedi were so struck and captivated 
with the grandeur of its hero, Moor, that they 
agreed to form a band, like his, in the forests of 
Bohemia. They had elected a young nobleman for 
their chief, and had pitched on a beautiful young 
lady for his AmeUa, whom they were to carry off 
from her parents' house^ to accompany their flight. 
To the accomplishment of this purpose, they had 
bound themselves by the most solemn and im« 
ipressive oaths. But the conspiracy was discover* 
ed by an accident, and its execution prevented. 

quik's " coriolakvs." 

The following ludicrous incident occurred 
during a Rehearsal of ^* Coriolanus," while it was 
preparing for the benefit o f Thomson's sisters. 
Quin's pronunciation was of the Old School. In 
this Oarrick had made an alteration. The one 
pronounced the letter a open, the other sbunded 
it like an e, which occasioned the following misr 
take. In the scene where the Roman ladies 
come in procession, to solicit Coriolanus to return 
toRomei they are attended by the Tribunes, and 
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the Centarions of the Volecian Anny, bearing 
fascBt, their Euiigas of authority. They are order- 
ed by the Hero, the part of which was enacted by 
Quin, to lower them* as a token of respect. Bot 
the men who personated the Centurioosy imagin- 
ing, through Qttin's mode of enanciation, that he 
said their ybcef, instead of their yhfcet, all bowed 
their heads together. 

HlKftT JOKES, AUTHOR OF " THR EAUL Of 

Essex/' 

This self-taught genius was a bricklayer, 
whom Lord Chesterfield patronized. His tra- 
gedy of the **£arl of Essex** obtained for him 
some celebrity, and procured him a footing in 
the Theatre, which enabled him to levy contri- 
butions upon players, by writing puffs, and 
praising them in verse. 

The end of Jones was melancholy, for a man 
of ability. After being intoxicated for two days, 
he was found, on the night of the third, crushed 
by a waggon in St. Marttn's-lane, without his 
coat or hat. He was carried to the parish work* 
house, and there terminated his career; in the 
year 1770. His papers fell into the hands of 
Reddish the player, who volunteered as executory 
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but Reddish was, at fiist, negligent ; and, after<» 
wards, deranged, and they never were pro- 
duced. 

VERBaVOOEIf. 

Verbruggek was so passionately fond of act- 
ing *' Alexander the Great," that instead of Ver- 
bruggen, in the dramatis personcs, to many plays, 
he was called Mr. Alexander. Verbruggen was so 
warm of temper, that he had the temerity to 
strike an illegitimate son of Charles II., behind the 
scenes of Drury-lane. After so daring an insult, he 
was told that if he did not ask the nobleman's 
pardon, he must act no more in London. To 
this he consented, on conditions that he might 
express himself in his own terms ; and, coming 
on the stage, dressed for the part of Oroonoko, 
having first acknowleged that he had called the 
Duke of St. A. a son of aw— ^e, added — " It 
is true, and I am sorry for it." 

THEATRICALS "IN THE TIME OF CHARLES THE 
SECOND. 

Previous to the Restoration of Charles II., 
no woman was admitted on the stage, but the fe- 
male , charaeters were personated by young men 
in female costume. . The following anecdote, re- 
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lated by Colley Gibber, will give a tolerable idea 
of the ridiculous distress which occasionally 
arose from the absence of the now roost attrac- 
tive ornaments of tbe theatre. The King coming 
to the house rather before his usual time, found 
the dramatis persoiuB not ready to appear ; when 
his Mi^esty, not choosing to have as much pa- 
-tience a^ his good, subjects , sent one of his atten- 
dants to inquire the cause of the delay. The 
Manager^ knowing that the best excuse he could 
make to the ^^ merry. Monarch'^ would be the 
truths went to the Royal box, and plainly told 
Eis Majesty, that the Q^een had not yet shaved. 
Charles, good humouredly, accepted the apology, 
and laughed heartily until the male Queen was 
effeminated, and the curtain drawn up. 

BEKSI.EY THE- TBAGEDIAK> AND THE SCOTCH 
OFJICER. 

Mr. Bensley, before he went on the Stage,: 
was a captain in the army. One day, while loung- 
ing in the park, he met a Scotth officer, who had 
been in the same regiment. The latter was happy 
to meet an ** old companion of the war," but his 
chivalrous notions made him ashamed to be seen 
with a player ; he, therefore, sagaciously hur- 
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ried Bensley iDto an unfrequented coffee-honsei 
iHben he asked him very gravely, ** how he could 
disgrace the corps, by turning play-actor." Ben- 
sley replied, that he by no means considered it in 
that light ; that, on the contrary, an actor, who 
conducted himself creditably, moved in the first 
circles, and kept the best of company.—^' Wee], 
weel,*' interrupted his friend, *^ and what maun 
you get by this business of yours ?'* — " I now, 
(answered Bensley,) get about a thousand a- 
year." — "What, man! a thousand a year! (ex- 
claimed the astonished Native of the Land 
of Cakes;) Hoe you ony vacancies in your 
Corps T^ 

ROSS, THE CELEBRATED GEORGE BARN- 
WELL. 

Wh£K Mr. Ross performed the character of 
George BantweU, in 1752, the son of an emi- 
nent merchant was so struck with certain resem* 
blances to his perilous situation, arising from the 
arts of a realMUwood^ that his agitation brought 
on a dangerous illness, in the course of which 
he confessed his error, was forgiven by his fa* 
ther, and was furnished with the means of repair- 
ing the pecuniary wrongs he had privately done 
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his employer* Mr. Ross used to declare, thovgh 
he never knew his Dame, or saw the individaal* 
to his knowledge, he received, for nine or ten 
years, at his benefit, a note, sealed up, with ten 
guineas, and these words :— *'' A tribute of gra- 
titude from one who was highly obliged and sav- 
ed from ruin, by witnessing Mr. Ross*s perform- 
ance of George BamweU!* 

TUB GLOBE THEATAE* 

This ancient Theatre, memorable, above all 
others, for its connexion with Shakspeare, who 
first acted in it, and afterwards became one of the 
proprietors, was situated on the Bankside, nearly 
opposite to the end of Queen Street It was ori- 
gins^ly a bear garden ; bat, about the year 1590, 
when the r^neci amusement of bear baiting began 
to yirid, in fashionable es^ation, to the attrac- 
tt<His of the resuscitated comedy, it was converted 
into & Theatre ; and, in the year 1696, the proprie- 
tors had the old edifice palled down, and a more 
commodious building erected in iu stead. The 
form of the new Theatre washexagonal , externally; 
but Malone conjeetures, that k was a rotunda 
wilhm : and the following passage from Shcdcs- 
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peare^s <^ Henry th^ Fifth** seemis to confirm thii 
opinion. 

« Can this cock-pit hold 
The TUty fields of France ? or can we cram 
Into tills wooden O, the very casques 
That did affirigbt the air at Agincoart?" 

The area was very spacious, and open above ; 
the partial roof was covered with rushes ; and, on 
the top of it, a silk flag, the usual si^ of 
places of amusement, was displayed. In the 
front of the building "was a figure of Hercules 
supporting a Globe, under which was written 
Tottis Mundus Agit Histrionem, whence the 
building derived its name. The Globe was a 
Summer Theatre, and the exhibitions took place 
;n the day-time. This seems to have been the 
most frequented house until about the year 1604 
or 1605, when the private Theatres, as they were 
called, especially the £^A</rtar«>begaii to attract 
from the p«6Ztc ones the more fashionable portion 
of the audience, and left them, almost entirely* to 
the citizens and to the rabble. Before this time, the 
.resort to the Theatres on the Bankside, of which 
.the Globe was the principal, was so great, that we 
are told by Taylor, the Water-poet, that, V about 
the year 1596, the players began to play on the 
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BanVsidey and to leave playmg in London and 
Middlesex for the most part. The number of 
watermen, and those that live and are maintained 
by them, and by the only labour of the oar and 
scull, cannot be fewer than forty .thousand; the 
cause of the ffreeUer Aa(f of which multitude hath 
been the players playing in the Bankside." 

JOE HAINES. 

. This son of Thespis was more remarkable for 
the witty, though wicked pranks he played, than 
for his acting ; he was seized, one morning, by 
two bailiffs, for a debt of £20, as the Bishop 
of Ely was passing by in his co$ich. Quoth Joe 
to the bailiffs, ** Gentlemen, here*s my cousin, the 
Bishop of Ely, going into his house ; let me but 
speak to him, and he'll pay the debt and charges*" 
The bailiffs thought they might venture this, as 
they were within three or four yards of him ; Joe 
now WCTt boldly up to the coach, and pulled off 
his hat to the bishop. His lordship .ordered the 
coach to stop, when Joe whispered him gently, 
^' My lord, here are two poor men who have3uch 
great scruples of conscience^ that, I fear, they'll 
hang themselves."*-^'* Very well," said the bishop; 
so, calling to the bailiffs, he said, << You two 
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men, come to me to-morrow mormngy and FUul* 
t^fy you." The men bowed, and went away ; and 
Joe, well pleased with the success of his strata^ 
gem, bade them ^'Oood nK>rning.'' Early on the 
following day, the batliflfs, expecting the debt 
and charges, paid a visit to the Bishop ; when, 
being introduced, his lordship addressed them : 
** Well, my good men, what are your scruples of 
conscience ?" — '' Scruples ! (echoed the bailiffs,) 
we have no scruples ; we are bailiffs, my lord, 
who yesterday, arrested your cousin, Joe Haines, 
for a debt of £20 ; your lordship kindly premis- 
ed to satisfy us to-day, and we caunot doubt but 
your lordship will be as good as your word.** The 
bishop, on this, reflecting that his honour and 
name would be exposed, were he not to comply, 
paid the debt and charges. 

MUXDEK* 

In the early part of this celebrated comedi* 
an's career, he suffered many and strange vi- 
cissitudes. At one period, havmg left Birming* 
ham, he determined on a viut to Stratford-upon- 
Avon, to view the birth'^place of the immcHtal 
jBard. 

About this time, the Warwickshire Militia, 
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were4o.foe^«mhodied/ nmd gieat. Dombenr oftbe 
refisuite jirere atsembled irom.diiFerent paite of 
the country, to join ihe.i&pment* at Stratford. 
Numbeispiresented UiemseWefson Itie road, cne 
oi mhomt geemiagly nwre^ itttcUigeat than the 
TQttf our , adventurer, xhoae for his coaipanioa^ 
and tfi^ each.oiiier ikeir .mutual neeeasities were 
imparted. Mundeii' learned from bis comrade 
thijit the rfiigiment .would oonaiBt of a numerous 
body of men, and- that it wonid not be difficult 
\o obtain ^a, nigbt*s lodppp. . His friendt whose 
brain n^ces^ity- had xeodered fertile, suf^ested 
a thoughts ¥fhich was approved of, and. put. in 
practice; it was to present himself before the 
^rjeant a$ a recruit, and^ by thatmeans, obtaia a 
l>iUet for the night. , .. 

After some tima spent by. his friend in searchr 
ing . for the Serjeant's quarters, he at length 
found him. The Serjeant inquired if Munden 
waa of the » legiment ivihoy replying in the 
affirmative^ be obtained, far the night, bed and 
board,' and, in every . respect, was entertained 
as a gentleman soldier*, if the reader will call to 
mipd FalstafTs description ctfhis ragged regi- 
ment, then will he be able to form some idea of 
thi^ moilay.set. of heroes, in number between 
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thirty and forty, assembled in a large room be^* 
longing to an aged tenement which time had 
nearly shaken to its falL 

After the cravings of nature were satisfied^ his 
mind, in spite of its depression, became elated, 
and diffused its influence over the whole assembly. 
From the cherished stores of Shakspeare, Ot- 
way, Rowe, and the moon-stmck Lee, our 
young actor drew forth a fund of entertainment, 
which enriched the evening, and rendered him 
J%e King of his company, who sighed, or smiled, 
as his effusions were mournful or merry. Nor was 
the tuneful Muse forgotten : "^many a welcome 
song, by way of interlude, heightened the enter- 
tainment, while heroes, fresh from the barn door, 
where, to its own strokes, the flail resounded, 
and who had taken the last leave of the plough- 
tail, listened with attention, and congratula^ 
ted each other on the acquisition they had 
gained in a lively fellow, who would convert 
three months of duty into so many months of plea- 
santry. But, alas I all earthly enjoyments have 
their dose ; the hour of rest came on, and the call 
of the landlady must be obeyed. The mirth- 
ful crew repaired to a room allotted for the night ; 
on the floor were spread beds of straw ; but, at 
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t^6 farthest end, a little more of dignity marked 
the couch of the Serjeant* There, to the straw 
was added a mattress and a quilt ; and theencio- 
sing curtain guarded die spot where Uiis great man 
was to forget his marching and counter*marching, 
in the arms of Morpheus. Each man at his weary 
length— shall we say silence reigned around ? not 
so— full many a snore, which, to nicer ears, would 
hare ** murdered sleep/ intecrupted the stillaess 
of the night. 

In the morning, our Hero, who reposed next to 
the superb pavilion before described, awoke to' 
behold the head of one of the recruits on the lap 
of ^e Serjeant, a head which had taken its turn 
to come under his adorning hands. Each aspir- 
ing youth was making ready for a general muster, 
and inany a hair, taught by nature to lay upon 
an humble level, was, by the ingenuity of the 
Serjeant, furnished with soap suds, and armed 
with the torturing . tongs, turned from its 
course. The important business of prepa- 
ration over, the company went to breakfast ; 
about ten, the drum beat to arms, the regi- 
ment mustered, and, with colours fiyitig, repaired 
to the field, where Munden was previously told 
by his friend, to follow, in order to be enlisted ; 
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but as he had a view only to what he had obtain*- 
ed, namely^ a 3upper andabed, he felt oot the 
smallest inclination to dare '^ the tented field.*' 
• He, therefore, quitted his military friends some- 
what abruptly, choosing rather to enlist under the 
bfttmers of Melpomene than those of Mars^ and, 
that evening, proceeded on his joumey» and reachr 
ed Woodstock. Here he applied at one or two 
public bouses for lodgings buttn vain ; no doubt 
his appearance betrayed his poverty. . Again his 
good genius relieved him from distress, as» at a 
house, where he was making his request, he 
was recognized by a person, who had left 
Liverpool a few. weeks before, in consequence of 
a law suit, in which a verdict had been given 
against him. At Liverpool this man had follow- 
ed the business of a gardener, which he quitted 
on the above occasion, and had fled to this place, 
where, in the magn^cent gardens of Blenheim, 
he again wielded the spade. 
- Much pleased at meeting Munden, owing to a 
grateful remembrance of services which our 
actor had rendered him, during the time he was 
a clerk to the gentleman who defended his suit, 
he ministered to his wants, and gave our ad- 
venturer a comfortable • proof that good c^ces 
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are not always forgotten. In tbe morniilg he 
pttrfined b js Journey. Nothing matenal happened 
till be -for^mately m^ a friend .nedr Acton; to 
vrhx>m he had wtitten from Oxford, to meet him 
on the roiadwith .money^-^f^foitnnatelyy it may be 
Baid -*4br a scJeond day's tiavds and fasting had 
nearly exhausted his litr^ngtb^ and he was just 
sinking t beneath the. pressure of hunger and 
fatigue. ' . 

THSAT&tCAI. TREES. 

Of all the treed that I have known, 
Of pippin, nonpareil, and warden, 

Give me that Tree so sweetly blown. 
The Vocal Tree of Covent Garden, 

But would I choose a slender form 
That dances with the elfin train, 

I'd shelter from the threat'ning storm 
And seek the Tree of Drurt/ Lane. . 

RACINE AND THE YOUNG AUTHOR. 

'^ Adherbaly Roi de Numidie,'' is a tragedy 
written by La- Graige Chancel, of which he gives 
the following interesting anecdotes : 

'When I supposed I had finished my tragedy^ 
I ventured to lay it before the Princess de Conti- 
notwithstanding the many defects, the Princess 
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found enougK in it to attract her attention^ and 
therefore sent to the celebrated Racine, and kind* 
ly begged him to read a piece, written by- a 
young gentleman, a page in her service, and 
freely and unequivocally to give her his opinion 
of it. Racine kept it a week, then returned k 
to the princess, and told her that he had read my 
tragedy with astonishment. That, to be sure, it 
was defective in many respects, but that if her 
highness would suffer me sometimes to come and 
advise with him, it would shortly be in such a 
state as to be successfully represented. I failed 
not, therefore^ to be with him every day ; and I 
can truly affirm, that I learned more from him 
than from all the books I had read. He some- 
times took a pleasure in conversing on the dif- 
ferent subjects, fabulous and historical, which he 
had considered, and in which he discovered in* 
teresting situations ; failing not to acquaint me 
with them. My tragedy being finished, it was 
presented and received . Instead of ** Jugurtha," 
under which title a tragedy, by Pechantri, had 
been lately condemned, it was determined to call 
Jt " Adherbal/' The Prince de Conti, who was 
kind enough to be present at the first representa- 
tion, placed me beside himself upon the stage. 
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saying that my youth would shut the mouth of 
criticism. Racine, who, from derotion, or from 
motives of policy, no longer frequented the Thea- 
tre, (the King having prescribed the same pri- 
vation to himself,) was, however, present the first 
tim« of performance, and seemed to take ex- 
treme pleasure, every time I was applauded.*' 

THE CURTAIN THEATRE. 

If the Qlobe is celebrated for its connexion 
with the imperishable name of Shakspeare, the 
Curtain is no less honoured by the circumstance 
of Ben Jonson having acted there, before he at- 
tained celebrity as an author. One of the best 
df the clowns of the age of Elizabeth, the inimita- 
ble Tarleton, whose appearance was always 
hailed by the spectators with shouts of ladghier, 
even before he had uttered a word, and who was 
famous for his extempore wit, also belonged to 
this Theatre. Notwithstanding their powerful 
attractions, the Curtain never seems to have at- 
tained above a secondary rank ; for Aubrey, who 
wrote in 1678, speaks of it as '' akind of nursery, 
Of obscure Play House, called the * Green Car- 
tain,* situated in the suburbs towards Shore- 
ditch." Its situation, as well as that of another 
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house celledf par excelleTice^ the Theatre; is cle^Lt^ 
ly ascertained by the following passage in Stowe'a 
Survey, which appears entirely to have escaped 
the notice of Theatrical critics^ who have^ one 
after another, without rhyme or reason/ assigned 
different and even opposite parts of the tpwn for 
the situation of the latter* '' There was/' says 
Stowe/' formerly, in this neighbourhood, a famous 
well called 'Holy-well, (the name of which still 
survives in Holywell Lane,) and a very ancient 
building, called the Priory of St. John the Baptist, 
which being pulled down, on the suppression of 
the Monasteries, &c. in the reign of Henry the 
Eighth, many houses were erected there for the 
lodging of Noblemen; and near thereunto ' are 
builded two public houses for acting comedies^ 
tragedies, and histories whereof the one is called 
the Curtaifif the other the Theatre^ both standing 
on the south-west side, towards the fields/' 

This Theatr e, to jndge from its name, was proba* 
bly the first building erected in or near the metro^ 
polis, for the exhibition of plays ; and the Curtain 
probably derived its name from its being the first 
to adopt that very necessary appendage to the 
stage. The Curtain Road took its name from this 
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Theatre, but no remaiDa of the ancient boilding 
are now extant. 

''a horse! a horse! mt kingdom for . 
A horse!" 

During the year 1778, their Majesties, in re- 
viewing the summer encampments, visited Win- 
chester, and honoured the College with their 
presence. Dr. Warton's house, at that period, 
was filled with men of exalted and acknowledged 
talents, among whom were Lord Palmerston, Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, Messrs. Stanley, T. Warton, 
and D. Garrick. To the latter a very whimsical 
accident occurred. The horse that carried him to 
the review, on his casually alighting, by some 
means got loose, and ran away. In this dilemina, 
assuming the attitude of Richard III, amidst 
the astonished soldiery, he exclaimed, A horse ! 
A horse I my Kingdom far a horsey' which reach- 
ingthe ears of the King, he said, *' These must be 
the tones of Garrick $ see, if he is on the ground." 
Mr. Garrick was immediately sought, and pre- 
sently found, and presented to his Majesty, who, 
among many other compliments, assured him, 
that his delivery of Shakspeare would never 
pass undiscovered. 
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Jackson's ikterview with the archbishop 

OF YORK. 

My visit to his Grace of York was so suc- 
cessful in its consequences, and so flattering in 
its tendency, both to myself, personally, and to 
the profession in which I was embarked— rthat 
I must relate it. 

I found his Grace at breakfast, in his study. 
After desiring me, with great complacency, to 
be seated, he said, '* You are, I presume, Mr. 
Jackson/' I bowed. ** You reside in the Temple.** 
-— «' I do, my Lord."—" You belong to the Law." 
" No, my Lord."—" I judged so .by the place of 
your residence*** — No answer from me to this de- 
licate mode of enforcing the question. 

" I have a memorial from you, respecting your 
father, but I sent for you to know more fully 
from yourself the particulars respecting it.** 

I related every thing I knew, concerning the 
matter, minutely. His Grace listened to me with 
great attention, and promised to make immediate 
inquiry into the facts I had stated. I was on my 
legs, and on the point of depajrting, when I ob- 
served to his Grace, that when he asked if I be- 
longed to the Law, I had continued silent. I now 
informed him, that I had no intention of con- 
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cealing my profession : '' I am, my Lord^ upon the 
stage."— A pause — 

" Sir," said his Grace," I. know no distinction 
of persons ; I respect worthy wherever it is found. 
Goodness may adorn the breast of an actor, as 
well as that of a divine ; and I see no just reason, 
why I should discredit or disregard you the 
more for being on the stage, than if you were in 
the pulpit, provided you have kept your cha« 
racter. I shall inquire into your conduct^ and if 
I find it such as I can sanction with credit, you 
shail always have my patronage and support ; 
make my compliments to Mr. Garrick, and tell 
him, I expect he will use you well ; I do not go 
to the Theatre myself*; but let me know when 
your night comes, and I will send my family." 

His Grace saw me to the door, and told the 
porter, that, whenever I called, he should be at 
home. He then again wished me well, 

«< Vowed me assutance, and performed it too." 
DRAMATIC EFFECT. 

It is related in the annals of the stage as a re- 
markable instance of the force of imagination » 
that when.Banks's play of the " Earl of Essex'* 
was last performed^ a soldier, who stood sentinel 
on the stage, entered so deeply into the distress 
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of the scene, that, in the delusion of his imaginar 
tion, upon the Countess of Nottingham* s denying 
the receipt of the ring, which Essex had sent by 
her, to claim a promise of favour, he exclaimed, 
** Tis false ! she has it in her bosom;" and im- 
mediately seized the mock Countess, to make her 
deliver it up. 

QUINAULT. 

On the tirst night of the performance of 
** L'Amant Indiscret," Quinault, the author of 
the cotnedy, took a country gentleman, who csrnie 
to Paris on account of a law^sult, with him, to 
see it, and with whom be had just been in search 
of his attorney. The country gentleman . was 
greatly surprised, when the piece was over, to 
heat persons of the first rank congratulate 
Quinault, and to see them publicly embrace 
him ; but his .surprise was still more increased 
when he afterwards heaird Quinault discuss paints 
of law with his attorney, and state the case of 
the gentleman, his friend, so clearly, that he 
foresaw he should gain the cause* 

MOODY, AND THE HIGHWAYMAN. 

Moody, the actor, was robbed of his watch 
and money. He begged the highwayman to let 
him have cash enough to carry him to town, and 
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the fellow replied; << Well, .matter Moody» as I 
know youy Fll lend you half a guinea ; but, re** 
laember, honour among thieYes I" A few days 
after, he was taken, and Moody* hearing that he 
was at " The Brown Bear," in Bow Street, went 
to inquire after his watch ; but when he began to 
speak of it, the fellow exclaimed, ** Is that what 
you want? I thought you had come to pay the 
half-guinea you borrowed of me." 

moliere's acting. 

Though a man of so much wit, Moliere's de* 
portment was serious, his manners grave, and 
his taciturnity remarkable ; yet, on the stage, he 
performed many of the most farcical parts. One 
evening, having, to personate Sancho Pancka^ 
and enter riding on an ass, he mounted behind 
the scenes, waiting for his cue, but the ass, not 
understanding the prompter, would not wait; 
nor could Moliere hinder him from making his 
entrance. In vain did the distressed Sancho tug 
the halter ; in vain he called to his favourite, 
Baron, and to his servant-maid, La Foreste, to 
come to his assistance. Seeing her master on 
the crupper pulling with all his might, the girl 
laughed so heartily, that she had not the power 
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to more ; and Moliere was at last obliged to hold 
by the side scenes^ and let the ass slip from 
under hioiy who went forward, and presented him 
self to the audience. 

OEOBOE FREDERICK COOKE, AND THE LIVER- 
POOL MANAGERS. 

Dueling Kean's visit to Whitehaven, in 1823, 
he related the following anecdote of George Fre- 
derick Cooke. When George was playing at 
Liverpool, the managers found great difficulty in 
keeping him sober; but, after repeated transgres<- 
sions, he solemnly promised not to offend again 
during his stay. In the evening of the day on 
which the promise was made, George was not to 
be found, when wanted for Sir PertinaxMac Syco' 
phant; the audience grew impatient; the manager 
stormed, and all was in *' most admired disorder/' 

After a long search, oue of the managers found 
him at a pot-house near the Theatre, where he 
was drinking, with great composure and perse- 
verance, out of a very small glcLSS. " Oh ! Mr. 
Cooke," exclaimed the irritated manager, " you 
have again broken your solemn promise. Did you 
«ot tell me you would give over drinking ?" George 
surveyed the manager with the most provoking 
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coolness, and said, ** I certainly did make such 
a promise, but you cannot expect a man to reform 
all at once. 1 have given over drinking, in a 
great mecisure," holding up the small glass, in 
exultation, to the Manager's nose. 

ASSERTION WITHOUT PROOF. 

Mr. Boaden, the author of several popular 
theatrical pieces, gave Drury Lane Theatre the 
title of a wilderness. This reaching the ears of 
Sheridan, he did not forget it, for when, a short 
time afterwards, he was requested to accept a 
tragedy, by Mr. Boaden: " No, no;" said She- 
ridan, " the wise and discreet author calls our 
house a wilderness— Now, I don't mind allowing 
the oracle to have his ojHmon; but it is really 
too much for him to expect, that I will suffer 
him to prove his words." 

COOK£*S EXPLANATION OF THE FAMILY PLATE. 

A BOASTFUL gentleman in America happened 
to mention to Cooke, when the latter was in one 
of his Mac Sarcasm humours, that his family was 
amongst the oldest in Maryland. Cooke asked 
him if he had carefully preserved the family plate ? 
and on being questioned as to his meaning, re- 
plied; « The fetters and handcuffs:' 
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6ARRICK, AND DR. HILL. 

Ik 1759, Dr.»Hill wrote a pamphlet, entitled 
'« To David Garrick, Esq. The Petition of / in 
behalf of herself and sisters/' The purport of it 
was, to charge Mr. Garrick with mis-pronouncing 
some words, inclnding th6 letter I— ^as ywnw, for 
firm — vurtue, for virtue — and others. The pamph- 
let is now forgotten, but the following epigram, 
whl&h Mr. Garrick wrote on the occasion, deserves 
to be preserved — 

To Dr. Hill, upon his " Petition of I, to Dmd Garrick, Esj.»* 
If 'tis true, as you say, that I've iujared a letter, 
rH'change niy notes soon, and I hope for the better; 
May the just ri^t of leUers, as well as of men. 
Hereafter be fixed by tlie fcongti« ahd tbe pen ! 
Most devoutly I wish that they both b«v« tbeir due, 
And that I may be never mUtaken for Y4m, 

OARRICk's EPIGRAltf. 

WrUten soon after Dr. HUVs farce, called " Tht Rmt/'w^i 
acted. 

Fojft physic and farces, 
His ecjual there scarce is ; 
His farces are physic, 
His physic afarcejs^ 
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PLAY LICXKBlirO, IV THE TIHB OK KING 
CHARJLBS. 

The disgasting and oTerstrtdnedfattidiouftDess 
of OUT present licenser^ whose delicacy cannot 
^lerate even passages of a decidedly loyal ten- 
dency, is not without example in the earlier 
times of our drama. These tasteless and offi« 
cious personages have always been more ready to 
prove their authority than their judgment. The 
most delectable of them. Sir Henry Herbert, in 
his examination of <<The Wlts^'of Davenftt,had, it 
appears, marked a number of harmless interjec* 
tions, which ^ght have subjelsitd the poet to 
some punishment; but Charles,^ho probably 
suspected his Master of the Revels of a tendency 
towards Pttrttanism, interfered, and Sir Henry 
has thus recorded his spleen and disappointment. 
'* The King is pleased to tstkefaUh, death, *sUghty 
&c. for asseverations, and no oaths— to which I 
do humbly submit as my master's judgment ; 
but, under favour, do conceive them to be oaths, 
d^nd enter them here, to declare my submission 
and opinion." 

SPKANGER BARRT. 

When the affairs of the Dublin Theatre took 

VOL. II. L 
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an unfavourable turn^ and, unlike Mt. Skeridan^ 
he left every department unpaid and unsatisfied^ 
the angry tradesmen used to besiege bis door^ vow- 
ing, that though they had firo^ueptly been paid off 
with wardst this txa^ they would not depart with^ 
out their money. Mr. Barry ijEOuld.then desire 
to see tbem» A. single claimant wf^s.^f|mitted ^t 
a time. Aft^r a conferesice of some time* he re- 
turned witl^ a pleased and- satisfied* countenance, 
to the anxiouf apd expecting crowd^qCoreditors be- 
low. JiMgii^g by^ the reception he bM "(^^^ what 
was likely to> 1^ their offn •chance, he was eagerly 
interrogated by.tke gaping crowd.*«-'VWell| you 
have se?n M* Barry rW^'Yes,"-^' Tow iiave 
got your mo^eyr;r7-" No/!— '* A part of itr%- 
** Not one shilling). . But Mr« Barry spoke, to me 
so kindly-^seemed so dift^Med.to keep me wajt- 
ing—^promised mft so faithfully, that, thene9ct,time 
J called, the money should be forthcoming^that 
he has, I know not how, got the better of my 
anger, and I could not find it in my heart to press 
a gentleman any further." 

a 
BAROK, TH£ FRENCH COMEDIAN ; AND DOMI- 
NIQUE, THE HARLEQUIN. 

The actors of the French Theatre were de- 
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sirous that those of the Italian Theatre should 
speak nothing but French. The question was 
broHght before Louis XIV.; and Baron and Do- 
minique were appointed the advocates for each 
party. Baron was the tenons aotor» who had 
been educated by Moliere ; and Dominique was 
no less celebrated as a harlequin. When the for- 
mer had ended his harangue, the King made a 
sign to Dominique to speak io turn. After vari- 
ous harlequinade antios» he addressed bimsdtf to 
the mooarch, and asked*— ^^Iti what *^ language 
does your maje&ty command me to ' speak?*' — 
•* Speak as yen please," replied the King.—" That 
id exactly what I wish/' answered Dominique ; 
" my cause is gained ! I humbly thank your ma- 
jesty." The King laughed heartily, at being thus 
entrapped. " My word is given," said he ; " it 
cannot be recalled." 

LIKES 

On Mitt Patmi*i ittpuUtion with the Covent Garden Manager, 
that the ihould never be reared to appear on the Stage in 
Male Attire, 

That Paton, whose enchtQtmg iroice 

IV admiring town bewitches. 
Should, of her own free will and choice, 

Befuse to wear the breecfaet. 
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8eMM railMr ttruigp* and^ at fint tight, ^ 

Might rtrj well surprise one -, 
Though, if jroQ judge the matter right, 

Yoa'II own her scheme a wise one. 

For* ivielj, eTety modest belle. 

Of wedded joys ambi(ioua. 
Must say that Paton acted well, 

And think her plan judicious. 
For manly brogues 'tis best to wait, 

THl One gireat point is carried. 
Then, Palm, lay yoor tempting bait, 

Nmr wear them — till you're married^ 

A DUL^ COMEDY. 

When Sir Charles Sedley's comedy of ** Bel- 
lamira" was performed, the roof of the theatre fell 
down ; by which, however, few people were hurt, 
except the author. This occasioned Sir Fleet- 
wood Shepherd to say, that there was so much 
fire in his play, that it blew up poet, house, and 
all. " No,'' replied the good-natured author, 
'^ the play was so heavy, that it broke down the 
house, and buried the poor poet in his own rub- 
bish." 

THE WHITEFRIAUS THEATRE. 

This appears to have been one of the most 
ancient Theatres, as it is enumerated by an author 
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wbo wflfte io ike beginahig of tbe seventeenth cen- 
tury, as one of the play-houses destroyed by the 
** cautious citizens " in 1580; at which time, the 
magistrates of the City obtained leave of Queen 
Elizabeth, to pull down all the Theatres within 
their liberties. From this time, there is a com- 
plete blank in the history of this theatre, until 
the year 1619, when a license was granted by 
James the First, for the, erection of a new play- 
house on the spot ; and it may, therefore, reason- 
ably be concluded, it had remained, daring the 
iikterval, in ruins. This license was not, how- 
ever, acted upon till 1629, when a Theatre was 
erected under its authority in Salisbury Court ; 
and a company, called the Prince's Servants, per- 
formed there until the suppression of the play- 
houses by the Puritans, in 1648. It was again 
opened after the Restoration, but soon sunk into 
obscurity and neglect. 

QUEVE0O. 

Don Francisco de Quevedo describes an in- 
cident in his life of Paul, the Spanish barber : — 
** When I was writing a play," says he, <' the 
maid, used to bring up my dinner, and leave it 
there ; and it was my way, to act all I wrote, and 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



150 TBEATABS 

talk akyad, as if I had beto on die stage.* As the 

d ^1 would haye it» whrnt the maid was coming 

up the stairs; which were dark and upright, with 
the dish of meat and plates in her hands, I was 
at the time composing a scene of huDtiog a bear ; 
a^nd being wholly intent upon my play, cried out^ 
as loud as I could, 

«• Fly, fly the bloody bear ! take heed, I say ; 
Alas! nil kfird, and yon*!! become its prey." 

The poor wench, who was a silly Gallician, hear- 
ing me roar that I was killed, and she in danger 
of becoming a prey to the bear^ thought it had 
been a real matter of fact, and that^ called out, 
to save herself. Upon this conceit, she took to 
her heelif, and treading on her coats in the con- 
fusion, tumbled down all the stairs. The soup 
was spilt, the earthen pots broken^ and she ran 
out, roaring in the street, that a bear was killing 
a man !*' 

rOOTE AND MACKLIN. 

FooTE, who was ever in the two extremes of 
fortune, now, exalted to the top of the wheel, and, 
anoti, prostrated at the bottom, happened to be 
in the lattet situation, when he and Macklrn once 
happened to meet. They were in the Bedford 
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' 06&e4iMtse9 '^en PeedeviieAaf^ to Jkeep up 
tte'ft])peti»«h(9e ^ pfoiperitj^, ist leaft* was every 
no^ (tlid ^Hien difptefkig^ .fine gdd repeater, 
iHiicb he kept 4angliii|:in hn hmoA, or putting 
to his ear. 'At- U^t, he : niMaiily exclttmed, 
<< Zounds! my watch is «fopped T— '< Pho ! 
pho!" said Mackfinv'^nerer mind that, Sam; 
you may deipAd upofi it, it will soon ^o." * 

ANACURO)7ISM« 

D^HiKo Young's engagement at Bath, in tW 
winter of 1B20-1, ''Henry VIII." was revived, 
to exhibit bim in Hb^ character of Cardinal Wol- 
se^. The representative of one of the bishops, 
faocying that snuff-taking was a distinguishing 
characteristic of a churchman, indulged his n09e 
freely tiiroughout the play, forgetting that the 
scene was laid at a period of nearly fifty yeans 
before tobacco was brought into England. 

T&UTH WILL OUT. 

A Mb. Herbert, a country comedian of some 
celebrity, when a child, and just able to sp^ak 
sufficiently for the stage, represented the part of 
the juvenite Duke of York, in " Richard III." 
When he should have said—" Oh I mother, mo- 
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ther !" he mffide & paMe — ^Tlie.dftogkter 6f MeN 
ponaene, who acted .the Queen, gave him the sen- 
tence lereral times, to which he at laat replied — 
** Mother ! you are hot my modier — giTe me my 
leather hreeches^ and let me go home." 

PUFV DIUBCT. 

AFaEKCH dramatist devised a singular me- 
thod of alluring the public to the representation 
of his pieces. On the day on which any of them 
was announced, be set out in the morning, went 
' through all the streets and squares of -Paris, stop- 
ping at those places where the play-bills were 
usually posted; and when five or six persons had 
collected, he would cry at once, in a vehement 
tone — " Faith, the French will be treated with an 
excellent piece to-night, and 1*11 be there for one." 
This peregrination was then continued in the 
same manner, and its object became, in some 
measure^ successful. 

LETTER Of OLD YATES. 

" To the Editor of the PnbUc AdverHser. 

"Sir, 

Though it is not my profession to write, but to 
jetail the writings of others, yet, 1 find the spirit 
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move me to hazard some ot^rvations on a very 
good humoured, sprightly, elegant paragraph, 
in your paper of yesterday. The facetious gen- 
tleman is pleased to say» that '^ Yates, and hu 
wife, have retired from the stage, with 36,000/. 
or 40,000/. and that they are remarkable for 
their comely appearance, though one is, from the* 
atricai dates, 70 ; the other above 60 years of age.'* 
Tis wonderful so wise a man should be mistaken, 
hut the facts are, 

" Tbej have not retired with 40,000i. 
They have not retifed at alU* 

** Theatrical dates do not prove them to be, 
the one 70, the other more than 60 years of age. 

*' In respect to myself, that I am remarkable 
for my comely appearance ; that I can, thoogh 
not worth quite 40,0(H)/. eat my mutton without 
an engagement, and yet owe no man any thing, 
are ofiences to which I am ready to plead guilty ; 
if comeliness is a sin, heaven help me ! I say; and 
as to owing no man any thing, in these days, 
when it is the genteelest thing in the world to 
^pay no man any thing, I must e'en stand trial 
before a jury of honest tradesmen, who, I dare 
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say» will aeqnit me gftom 4ke singularity of the 

case. 

** In respect to theatrical dates, I have, to be 
sure, told the chimes at midnight, some five and 
thirty years ago ; which, as I find myself just as 
healthy and alert as in those delightful days, 
I do not think at all disqualifies me for my ge- 
neral cast of characters, in which I have pleaded 
as good judges as your correspondent, nor is it 
absolutely necessary that the Muer^ Fondlewtfe^ 
Gomez, Don Mantuly Sir Wilful WUwpukl, S^c. 
Sfc* should/ have the first down of a beard on 
their chins ; but I will whisper something in the. 
gentleman's ear, that whilst such writers, as he, 
are allowed to as^assinale honest people in the 
dark, by abusive anonymous paragraphs, nobody 
that has mutton to eat wilModc out for theatrical 
engagements, but quietly let the stage fall into 
that happy state, 

" When one Egyptian darkness covers ail." 

" So much for myself, and now for Mrs. Yates. 

*' That she^ is.a pretty enough aotress, as times 
go, and by no means uncomely, I willingly allow; 
but that she is more than 60, or will be these 
dozen years, at least, may bear something of a 
doubt. 
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** As her first appearance was on Dmry Lane 
stage, and in the full meridian of its glory, the 
date is easily ascertained ; but to save the gen^^ 
tleman*s trouble, as he seems a bad calculator, I 
will informhim, it was in Mn Crisp's <' VirgiDia,^ 
in the year 1754, (29 years ago) and that she 
was then as.pretty a plump rosy Hebe as (me shall 
see on a summei^s day. 

** She had the honour, (i^n honour neter con- 
ferrejd on any other person) of being introduced 
as a young begiimer by a prologue written and 
spoken by Mr. Garrick, in which the following 
lines are to the present purpose. 

" If noveltiei can please to night, weVe two; 
Tho' English both, yet spare 'em, as they're new. 
To one» atleast» your osoal fitvot siww ; 
A female asks lt<*can a man say — not 
Should you iodalge our novice yet unseen. 
And crown her, with your bands, a tragic Queen ; 
Should you, with smiles, a confidence impart 
To calm those fears which speak a feeling heart, 
Assist each struggle of mgenoous shame 
Which curbs a genius in iu road to fame« 
With one wish more, her whole ambition ends, 
She hopes some merit to deserve some friends." 

'' And now give me leave; sir, to tell your cc^'^ 
respondent a story on the first coming to 
England, of Signer Trebbi. 
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•'A worthy gentleman, the editor of a news- 
pt)>eir, paid him a mornitig visit, and informed 
him he was a public writer, and had charac- 
ters of ail prices. *I understand you, sit,* 
said Tirebbi, * and have heard of you; I have 
no guineas to throw away so ill ; but / am a 
writer too, et voUa ma plume ! this is my pen ;' 
showing him a good English oalcen towel. Signer 
Trebbi was so good as to leave me his pen, the 
only one I shall bake use of against malevolence 
in future, when the 'writer does me the honour 
of making himself khown to me.' 
" I am, Sir, 
•* Your obedient humble servant, 

"RiCHAKD Yates." 
" 8*Uird«j, October Id, iraS.»* 

SHAKSPEARE AND QUEEK ELIZABETH. 

It is well known that Queen Elizabeth was a 
great admirer of the immortal Shakspeare^ and 
used frequently (as was the custom with persons 
of great rank in those days) to appear upon the 
stage before the audience, or to sit delighted be- 
hind the scenes, when the plays of our bard were- 
performed. One evening, when Shakspeare him- 
self was personating the part of a King, the au- 
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dieflce knew of ber Mijesty being in the house. 
She crossed the stage when he was performing, 
and, on receiving the accustomed greeting from 
the audience, moved politely to the poet, but he 
did not notice it ! When behind the scenes, she 
caught his eye, and moved again, but still be 
would not throw off his character, to notice her : 
this made her MaJMty think of some means 
by which she might know, whether he would 
depart, or not, from the dignity of his character, 
while on the stage«^ — Accordingly, as he was 
about to make his exit, she stepped before him, 
dropped her glove, and re-ccossed the stage, 
which Shakspeare noticing, took up, with these 
words, immediately after finishing his speech, 
and so aptly were they delivered, that they 
seemed to belong to it : 

"• And Uioogh no«r bent on thb high embassy. 
Yet ito$p we to take op iyai Cpufin'f glove I*' 

He then walked off Uie stage, and presented 
the glove to tlie Queen, who was greatly pleased 
mth his behaviour^ end complimented him upon 
the propriety of it. 

FAREWELL DINKER TO JOHN KEMBLE. 

The frjends aad admirers of Mr, Kembie, 
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anxious to mark his retraat from the stage with 
those honours ^hicb his high professional cha- 
racter deserved, invited him to a splendid l)en-' 
qnet; at which it was intended to presisnt hiiia 
with a superb. silver Vase, bearing a suitable in- 
scription. The entertainment took place on the 
26th June 1 817y at the Freemasons' Tavern— but 
ihe Vase not being ,con^leted» its.presei^tioD 
was neceasajrily postponed tQ:a fuiture day. 

M halfrpa$t. seven o'clook, the ^ Stewards (who 
wpr^ comfMDs^d of the prinoqpal; performers of 
Covent-Qarden ftpd DruryftLaoe Theatres) en* 
tiered the voom^utbering in ,Lord Holland^ Mr. 
Kemble^ the Duke of Bedford, Lord Brskine, 
Ijord Petec^ami theMarqniaof Woroester, the 
Marquis of, Lansdown^ >the Earl of Aberdeen* 
J. W. Croker, Esq., T. Campbell, Esq.^&e Rev. 
G. Crabbe, T. Moore, ..Esq., H. Twiss, Esq., 
B. West, Esq^, President.ofthe.Royal Academy ; 
— Flaxm^, E^q., Ijl. A., Mpi^s. Tfs^m^ ^* ^* 

XfOrd Holland took the Chair^ supported on 
his right hand by, Mr.. Kemble,. and on his left 
by the Duke of Bedford. 

After the cloth had been removed, Non N^obis 
Domjine was j^erformed in a very superior style, 
by several singers of drst-rate eminence, 
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The King — The Prmee Rtgent — The Queen 
and the rest of the Royal Family — ^were drank 
with the accustomed honours, and were fol- 
lowed by the usual airs. 

Lord HolUnd then rose and taid^'* Qen- 
tlemen^ in puTSuaace of the proceedings of this 
day, I hoped to have the honour and satisfaction 
of presenting to my friend, who sits near me, the 
piece of plate which it is your wish to bestow 
on him, as an indication of the high sense you 
entertain of his abilities. But, unfortunately, 
I am prevented from performing that grateful 
duty — the rich and beautiful work, designed for 
the Vase, not being yet completed. Here is, 
however^ a drawing of the Vase, which will be 
handed round the room. I hare also a copy 
of the inscription intended for it, which, if you 
please, I 'will read to you.'* 

His Lordship then read as fpUpws : — 

To J. P. KsxBLE, Esq. bn hit retirement from the Stage, 
Of which, for 34 jears, he faia been the ornament and pride ; 
Which to bis learning, tnile» and gcmat, is indebted for iu 

present state of improvement ; 
Which, under his aospices, and profiting by his constant 
labour, most worthily directed to the sapport of the legiti- 
mate drama, and more particiAarlj to the glory of 
SHAKSPEARE, 
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Has •rrived at a degree of tpiettdour and proeperity K^re 

ankiMMni ; and whicb| from bit high character, has acq«ir«d 

an increase of honour and dignity ; 

THIS VASE, 

From a numerous body of his admirers. 

As a mark of their gratitude, respect, and affection, 

Was presented » by the hands of their President, 

Oo the 27th of June, 1817. 

After dinner, Mr, Young spoke thefoUowing Ode, written for 
the oeeasum by Mr. CampbeU, 

Pride of the British Stage, 

A long and iast Adieu ! 
Whose image brought the heroic age 

Reviv'd to Fancy's view. 

Like fields refresh*d with dewy light. 

When the Sun smiles his last. 
Thy parting presence makes more bright 

Our memory of the past. 

And memory conjures feelings up. 

That wine and musio need not swell. 
As high we lift the festal cop. 

To " Kemble, Fare thee well.'' 

His was the spell o'er hearts. 

Which only acting lends— 
The younger of the sister Arts, 

Where ail their beauty blends. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AND TRBATRICALS. 161 

For ill can Poetry express 

Foil mRQj A tone of thoogbC sablime ; 
And Painting mate and motionless 

Steals but one glance from Time. 

But by the migbty Aotor btodgM» 

Illosion's wedded «iiitift)>he ca m e *- " 
Verse ceases to be airy thought^ 

And Sculpture to be dumb. 

Time may again revire* 

But ne*er efface the charm ; 
When Cato spoke in him ali^e, 

Or Hotspur kindled warm. 

What soul was not lesign'd entiie 

To the deep sorrows of tlie Moorf 
What English heart was not on fire. 

With him at Agincourt ? 

And yet a Majesty possessed 
His transports* most impetuous tone^. 

And to each passion of his breast 
The Graces gave their zone. 

High were the tack««»loo bigb» 

Ye conscioaa bosoms here. 
In words, to paint your memory 

Of Kemble and of Lear. 

But who forgets that white discrowned Jiead, 
Those bursts of Eeason^s half-eztioguish'd glare. 
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Thoie tean upon Cordelia'i boion shed, 
Ib do^ more toneluag ^km despdr ? 

If'twts reality he felt- 
Had Shakspeare's aelf amidst you been, 

Friends, he had teen yoa naelt, 
And triumphed to hare teen ! 

And theie was manj an hour 

Of blended kindred fame, 
IVhen Siddons's aazillar power 

And Sister Magic came. 

Together at the Muse's side 

Her Tragic Paragons had grown — 

They were the children of her pride, 
The columns of her throne. 



And undivided ftiTour ran 

From heart to heart in their applai 
Save for the gallantry of Man, 

In lovelier Woman's cause* 

Fair as some classic dome 

Robust and richly grac'd, 
Your Kemble's spirit was the home 

Of Genius and of Taste- 
Taste, like the silent dial's power, 

That, when supernal light is gtT*n, 
Can measure inspiration's hour. 

And tell its height in Hea?cn. 
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At once •osobled and ooneet. 

His Bind tarrej'd tbe Tn^ pnge. 
And what the Actor could effect. 
The Scholar coald presage. 

These were his traits of worth — 

And most we lose then now ? 
And shall the scene no more shew forth 

His sternly pleasing brow ? 

Abu ! the moral brings a tear~> 

Tis all a transient hour below. 
And we that would detain thee here. 

Ourselves as fleetly go. 

Yet shall our latest age 

Thu parting scene review- 
Pride of the British SUge, 
A long and last adiea ! 
After the recitation of the Ode, the foar last lines, set to 
mnsic by Mr. T. Cooke, were admirably sang. 

COLMAK, AND ONE OF BIS COHBDIANft* 

An actor of little consequence having been 
engaged at the Haymarket Theatre, during the 
reign of the elder Colman, had the part of one of 
the scholars in " The Padlock/' sent him. " Sir 
(said he, addressing the manager,) I am aston- 
ished at getting this part, so much beneath me ; 
besides, how can a man of my size and figure 
look like a scholar T' ** Indeed, (replied Colman^) 
you seem better fed than taught.** 
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DVPHESKE. 

QuiNAULT Dufresne,who was born in 1692, 
at an early age became an actor on the French 
Theatre, and was acknowledged to have been . 
the most able, and judicious, as well as popular, 
since the death of Baron. 

Dufresne possessed a fine figure, a charming 
voice, and an air at once graceful and noble. 
Le Kain, on the other hand, who succeeded 
to his parts and reputation, in consequence of 
the early patronage of Voltaire, although pos- 
sessing more eminent professional qualifications, 
was, perhaps, less successful for many years, 
for nature had been more sparing of her boun- 
ties to him; and it was long before the in- 
habitants of f aris could prevail on themselves 
to declare in favour of a man, who did not 
happen to be gifted with external attractions. 
Whilst Quinault Dufresne appeared in high 
tragic and comic characters, his elder, brother 
distinguished himself, although in a less degree, 
in the same line of acting ; while, of two sisters, 
both on the stage at the same time, the elder 
played the characters of waiting women to ad- 
miration, the younger a^ected the reputation 
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of being a women of talents, and it was the busi- 
ness of her life to ^ve dinners to all the wits of 
her day. It was observed by a French author, 
** it cost far. more pains and trouble to gratify 
this species of ambition, than it did Cromwell to 
become Protector of England.*' 

Dufresne quitted the stage in disgust, at ra- 
ther an early period of life. Happening, one day, 
to commence his part in a low tone of voice, 
which was strictly suitable to the character be 
had assumed, the pit cried out several times, 
" louder ! louder !'* on which the actor, who 
was extremely piqued at this unseasonable inter- 
vention, replied : ^* and you» gentlemen, not 
quite so loud." He was sent to prison^ and ob- 
liged to apologize : but he immediately withdrew,, 
after this painful ceremony. He died 25 years 
after, in 1767. 

DEATH OF A PERFORMI^R OK THE* STAQB» 

Ok the evening of the 2Otb0f June, 1817, 
difriog tbe performance pf the Ivagedy of << Jane 
Shorey^in the leeds Theatre,,Mr. CaipmiBB,.who 
pluyed the part of Dumont, had just repeated the 
benedictory words : — 
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<' B« witneM for ne, ye colMtUa hofts, 
Sach meicyf and sach pardon, as my tool 
Accords to tliee, and begs of Heaven, to show thee^ 
May sach befall me, at mj latest honr"— 

when he fell down on tbe stage, and instantly ex- 
pired. The shock inflicted upon the feelings of the 
audience soon spread through the town, and so 
general a tribute to departed worth, as was eyery 
where manifested, was seldom witnessed. The 
performance, of course, immediately dosed* For 
some time Mr. Cummins, the circumstances of 
whose death so nearly resembled those of Mr. 
Palmer, had laboured under that alarming malady 
denominated an ossification of the heart ; and to 
this circumstance, added to the strength of his 
feelings in the mimic scene, is to be attributed 
his death. Mr. Cummins held an elevated rank 
in the York company for nearly half a century. 

MATHEWS. 

This celebrated mimic once applied to the late 
Tate Wilkinson for an engagement, offering him- 
self as a low comedian; Wilkinson, looking at 
his stature, replied, " low comedian T — " Aye, 
sir," answered he, ** low comedian.'' Every one 
who has seen Mathews, must have obsierved the 
singular habit of his mouth, when he speaks. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AKD TBBATRICAL8. 167 

Tate, who was i^orant of this, replied, *' that 
will do; that will do, so, pray, spare your ladi- 
crous faces." 

"the cradle OV SECURITTy'' A MORALITY, 
ACTED AT GLOUCESTER. 

The following extract from a book entitled, 
^' Mount Tabor» or Private Exercises of a Penitent 
Sinner," by R. W. Esq. 1639, will give the reader 
a more accaratenotion of the old moralities, than 
a l<»ig dissertation upon the subject. 

" UjmmSUige'Play, vkkh 1 iow vhen Iwtutk Child. 

«< Ib tiiM City 9i e W w wto r, the mnam is, (m I AIbIl it is 
in othcv like corpowHoM,) tfant wben playeti. of hitodadct 
cooM to tli»V>wB,.thcf fiiil attend the Mayor, to infocm Mm 
what nobleman's servant! they aie, and so to get licence for 
their pablic playing : and if the Mayor lilce tlie actors, or 
woald shew respect to their Lord and master, he appoints 
them to play thdr first play before himself and Uie Aldsnnen 
and Coramon-Goancil of the City ; aafd that is called the 
Mayor* t Piay^ where every one that will, comes in without 
money, the Mayor giving the players n reward as he thinks 
fit to shew respect unto them. At soch. a play my father 
took me with him, and made me stand between his legs, as 
he sat npon one of the benches, where we saw and heard very 
welL The play was called. '* The Cradle of Security, ''where- 
in was personated a King, or some great prmce, with hii 
Courtiers, of scTcral kinds, whereof three ladies wem in special 
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grac^ with him ; and tbe^ keeping him in delight, and plea- 
sures, drew him from his graver counsellors bearing of sermons 
and listening to good counsel and admonition, that, in the end, . 
they got him to lie down in a cradle upon the stage, where. 
\hfi^, three ladies, joiiihig In a sweet soDg, rocked hira aaleep, 
that he snorted again, andi in tiw mean time, closely conveyed 
under the cloaths wherewithall he was covered, a vizard, like 
a swilie*8 sdodt, upon his face, with three chains fastened there- 
milo, the other end whereof being bolden severally by those 
thiM iatliea^ who fell ' to. tfngiag again, and then discovered 
his f^ce^ that the spectators might see how they had tmn^* 
formed him going on with their singing. - 

" While all this was acting, there came forth out of another 
door, at the further end of the stage, two old men ; the one in 
biae, wiUi a MijeaiiC at inii»hi8.iiMce OKfaife abookkr, the other 
in red, wftb a dm>»ti sword i»bis band, and leaning with tbe 
olbtrfaaiiil upon the oflief% ihouldet ; and so they went along, 
with ft soft pase, fomd aboof by tbe skirt of the stage, litf, at 
last, tbey eameto'tbe cradle, when all the Cotrt was iii the 
gteatest joHity ; «nd then tb« loremost old mAi with his mace 
straok a learfhl bk)w open tbe cradle, wherewith all the Conr- 
tiets wiUi tbe thfuee kdi^s and the visard kil vanished, and 
tbe desblkte piftace steiting up barefaced, aftd ii&didg himself 
thns sent for Co judgment, made a lamentable complaint of 
his miserable case, and so was carried away by wicked spirits. 
" This Pritacedid personate in the Mc^al^e wic&ed'of the 
world ; the (hr6e ladles, Prfde, Covetonsneis, and Lnxory { 
two old men, the end of the world and the last judgment. 
This sight took such impressioh in me, that when 1 came t6 
vmxiH estate, It was as fresh in my memory, as if I had seen it 
newly acted." 
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Spoken at the Bath Theatre, Feb. 7, 1807. 

Cak none remember, nay, I know all must. 
When the great Siddons gave her leafoos just* 
For quitting those whose approbation drew 
Her iroad^roQs merits, first, lo public fkm ? 
Three reasons, only, eould that prop unfix. 
Whilst dame Didier, alas ! has sixfy-sio?; 
Look in my face, and there so plain appears 
Th' unerring mark of six*and-sixty yean. 
My reasons ^re not little girls aad boys, 
Their doating parents* anziovs cares and joys ; 
But twelve long months (of good deeds or of 

crimes). 
Repeated over six-and-sixty times ! 
Though I might boast* that many a comic bro- 
ther, 
Had; of this theatre, long hail'd me— mother. 
Nay, \*hil8t we've Garricks, infantile and raw, 
I may be termed this stage'6 — Grand-mamma. 

Twice twenty years ago, my lot was cast — 
Here should my scenes of future life be past ; 

> This lad J was daughter to a person of respectability, in 
Wales, and sister to Mr. Da Bellamy, of Covent Garden 
Theatre. 
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And ^tis with pride and gratitude, I own, 
A happier fortune, few have ever known* 

When first you saw me, by your partial aid. 
The romping giris, pert chamber-maids, I play'd ; 
And oft, transform^ by elegant attire^ 
Begged you her court-bred Ladyship admire ! 
And that my yanity would not refuse 
The highest efforts of the comic Muse — 
Your Townlys, Teazles, Rosalinds so gay, 
I had presumption, gentle friends, to play; 
But ne'er did this ambition reach my heart, 
I never squinted through a tragic part. 

•lis " long experience only, makes us sage;"— 
By that we find our level, on the stage; 
In homely parts, with simple nature's aims, 
Ashfield, and other rusticated dames. 
Aunt Heidelbergs, and matrons in brocades, 
Your Mal-a-props, and antiquated maids. 
My forte, I struck on — and with exultation. 
Your laugh I construed into approbation. 

A few more years, should health. continue itill, 
This humble sphere, I yet, perhaps, might fill; 
But " blest retirement, friend to life's decline," 
Bids me my labours, and their fruits, resign ; 
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Content with pittance^ early toil hu made. 
The frugal savings of your generous aid. 



ush. J 



Deem not my heart insensible, or cold, 
That I no cambric handkerchief unfold ; 
With bosom throbbing, and with faultering 

speech, 
Your kind indulgence for this step beseech- 
This face, I ne'er the form of woe could teach* 
Nor do I think, with arrogance and pride. 
That this, my place, can nerer be supplied I 
I'm pleas'd to leave you thus — brim full of glee : 
You must be pleas'd your bounty makes me free ; 
My worthy managers, whose gentle sway 
Made forty winters one bright holiday, 
Must too be pleased, that an old servant goes. 
From anxious toiling, to her eve's repose ; 
And with her faithful mate can thus retire, 
Where thrift has piled, and leisure trims the fire ; 
Where life's rude care no more may intervene. 
To mar their studies, for another scene. 

BARTON BOOTH, AKB THB OXFORD HAK» 

In performing Othello, once, to a thin audience, 
this- celebrated tn^edian cast such a languor 
over several scenes in which he was concerned. 
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that nobody could discern their favourite actor. 
But, in the third act^at if roused from a lethargy, 
to the most animating vigour, he displayed such 
uncommon fire and force, that the players and the 
audience seemed to be equally electrified by thi^ 
sudden exertioo.of his powers. 

The act being concluded, the Moor and his 
compaxiioDS withdrew intd the green-room, when 
Gibber, who personated The Ancient, said to 
him^ ** Fr'ythee, Barton, what was the ebarm 
that inspired you so all on a sodden ?"-—** Why, 
Colley, I saw, by chance, an Oxford Man in the 
[Mty whose judgment I revere more than that of 
a whole audience." This Oxford Man (accord- 
ing to Davis, in his Dramatic Miscellanies,) was 
a Mr. Toolie, of Queen's College, Oxford, between 
whom and Mr. Booth there was an intimate and 
inviolable iriendship. When Mr. Toolie went to 
London, those whom he dhiefly visited were Dr. 
Rawlinson and Mr. Booth. He had a strong 
passion for the stage^ from the indulging of which 
he was finally dissuaded by the latter, on account 
of his many personal defects. 

" SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER.*' 

The subject of this comedy is attributed to 
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the following adventure of Qoldsmith. Some 
friend had given the young poet a present of a 
guinea, on his going from his mother's residence 
in the town of Ballymahon, to a school in Edge* 
worth's town, where, it appears, he finished his 
education, of which he had received the nidi* 
ments from the Rev. Mr. Hughes, viosff of the 
parish of Ballymahon ; he had diverted himself 
on the way, by viewing the gentlemen's seats on 
the road, until night-fall, when he found himself 
a mile or two out of his direct road, in the middle 
of the streets of Ardagh. 

Here he inquired for the best house in the place, 
meaning, an inn ; but, being wilfully misunder- 
stood by a fencing-master named Kelly, who 
boasted of having been the instructor of the Mar- 
quis of Granby, he was directed by him to the 
large old-fashioned residence of Sir Ralph Fea- 
therstone, as the landlord of the town ; where he 
was shewn into the parlour, and he found the hos- 
pitable master of the house sitting by a good fire. 
His mistake was immediately perceived by Sir 
Ralph, who, being a man of humour, and well 
acquainted with the poet's family, encouraged 
him in the deception. Goldsmith ordered a good 
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supper, mvited his host and the family to par- 
take of ity treated them to a bottle or two of wine, 
and, on going to bed, ordered a hot cake to be 
prepared for his breakfast ; nor was it until his 
departure, when he called for the bill, that he 
discovered, that while he imagined he was at an 
inn, he had been hospitably entertained in a pri- 
rate family of the first respectability in the coun* 
try* This story, the narrator says, was confirmed 
to him by the late Sir Thomas Featherstone, bart., 
a short time before his death. 

This anecdote rests upon the authority of the 
poet's niece, Mrs. Catherine Hudson, daughter of 
the Rev. Henry Goldsmith, of Lissoy. 

BURKING OF THE LONDON THEATRES. 

In June, 1789, the splendid fabric of the Ita- 
lian Opera house, in the Haymarket, was totally 
destroyed by fire ; and from the nature of its 
materials and its construction, a more awful con- 
flagration has been seldom witnessed in the me- 
tropolis. 

In September, 1806, Co vent Garden Theatre 
was also totally destroyed by fire, with several ad- 
joining houses ; and a number of persons having 
assembled in the passage leading from the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AND THEATRICALS. 175 

piazza to the Theatre, the doors were closed 
against them by the falling in of the buildings, 
and upwards of twenty persons who were iin* 
able to escape, were either burnt to death or bu- 
ried in the ruins. 

la the February following, a similar catas- 
trophe befel the splendid Theatre of Drury Lane, 
which had been built but a few years before. 
This being the largest and most eleyated build- 
ing in the metropolis, and being composed of 
materials peculiarly combustible, exhibited, dur- 
ing the two or three hours in which it became 
a prey to the flames, one of the most sublime 
spectacles ever witnessed. In every street within 
half a' mile of the Theatre the light was intense, 
and the energy of the flames was so great, that 
pieces of burning wood of a foot superficies 
were carried, by the direction of a moderate 
wind, above two miles, the whole atmosphere in 
the same direction being filled with small pieces, 
in a state of combustion. 

All the music in score, and hundreds of ma- 
nuscript plays, and a great variety of theatrical 
curiosities, which had been preserved under 
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successive managements, were lost by liieae 
fires. In no case was it ascertained how they 
originated ; but it was at the; time feaced that 
they were occasioned by some religioua fanatic 
of that class who imagine that^ in spite of 
their salutary effect in refining the taste, and im- 
proving the manners of the people. Theatres 
are merely temples pf Satan, and> therefore, de- 
struction is an acceptable service to God. 

life's tragedy, by sir WALTER RALEIGH. 

Man's life's a Tragedy, — his mother's womb, 
From which he enters, is the 'tiring room ; 
This spacious earth, the Theatre; and the 

Stage, 
That country which he lives in : — Passions, 

rage. 
Folly, and Vice are actors. — The first cry, 
ITie prologue to the ensuing Tragedy : — 
The former act, consisteth of dumb shows ; 
The second, he to more perfection grows ; 
r th* third, he is a man ; and doth begin 
To venture Vice, and act the deeds of sin ; 
r th' fourth declines ; F th* fifth, diseases clog 
And trouble him :— then Death's his epilogue. 
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CHARLOTTE CIBBER. 

Collet Gibber had a daughter of the name 
of Charlotte, vfho married a Mr. Starke. She 
was brought np to the stage; but her subsequent 
life was one continued series of misfortunes, af- 
fliction, and distress, which she sometimes con- 
trived a little to aUeviate by the productions of 
her pen. About the year 1755, she had written 
a novel for the press, " which," says Mr. Samuel 
Whyte, who relates the melancholy tale, "I 
accompanied my friend^ a bookseller, to hear 
read. She was at that time a widow : her habi- 
tation a wretched thatched hoyel, situated on 
the road to Islington, not very distant from the 
New-River-head ; where, at that time, it was cus- 
tomary for scavengers to deposit the sweepings of 
the streets. The night preceding, a heavy rain had 
fallen, which rendered this extraordinary seat 
of the lliluses nearly inaccessible, and we could 
only approach, by wading almost knee-deep in the 
mud. We did not attempt to pull the latch- 
string, but knocked at the door, which was open- 
ed by a tall, meagre, ragged, figure, with a blue 
apron, indicating, what otherwise was doubtful, 
that it was a female before us ; a perfect model 
for the Copper Captain's tattered landlady, 

VOL. IT. ¥ 
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that deplorable exhibition of the fair sex, iq 
" Rule a Wife/' She, with a trembling voice, and 
constrained amile, dewed ue to walk in. The 
first object that presfcated itielf was a dresser; 
clean» it must be confessed, but wretchedly for* 
nished. To the right, we peroeiTed the unstress 
of the house, sitting on a broken chair, under ^ 
mantle^piece, by a small fire. At the auth<»ess* 
feet, on the flounce of her dingy petticoat* reclined 
a dog, almost a skeleton, who saluted iis with 
a snarl :— ' Have done,' said, she, * Fidele, thette 
are friends.*' 

''The tone of her voice was not harsh; it btd 
something in it humble and disconsolate, a min<» 
gled effort of authority and pleasure. Poor sool I 
few were her visitors of that descrqition ; no won* 
der the creature barked ! A magpie was perched 
upon the top ring of her chair ; and on ber lap was 
placed a pair of mutilated bellows — the {^ was 
gone. These were used as a succedaneum for a 
writing-desk, on which lay displayed her hopes 
and treasvre, — the manuscript of hes novel ; her 
inkstand was a broken tea^cup ; ber pen was 
worn to a stump ; a rough deal board, with .three 
hobbling supporters, was brought for our conve* 
nience; on which, without further ceremony, we 
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conttrred tb irrt'idowDy and enter apon^ business. 

<^The work wftS'read^ remarks made, alterations 
suggested, and agreed to, and thirty gnineas de- 
manded for the copy» The aqsaHd hand-maiden, 
irtio had been an atteiithre listener, stretched 
forward her tawny neck, with an eye of anxious 
expectation. Tbebodcsetler offered five guineas ; 
oar authoress did not appear hurt; disappoint- 
ments had rendered her mind callous ; however, 
some idtercation ensued, whidi terminated by the 
booksdler doubling hia ftrStproposal, which was 
accepted.'* 

Such is the story of the once admired 
daughter of Colley Gibber, poet laureate, 
and patentee t>f Dniry-Lane Theatre, who was 
bom in affluence, educated with care and tender- 
ness, and who, though possessing considerable 
talents, terminated her miserable existence on a 
dunghiU ! 

THE PRINCE OF ANNAMABOO, AND STEPHEN 

BLESlBLE* 

When Stephen Kemble was manager at New* 
castlei ^nd the houses were )rather flat, no less a 
person arrived in town than Prince Annamaboo^ 
who offered his services for a very moderate con*- 
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9uleratioD« Accordingly, the bills of the day an- 
nouncedy '' that, between the acts of the play. 
Prince Annamaboo would give a lively represen- 
tation of the scalping operation; he would, like- 
wise, give the Indian war-whoop, in all its various 
tones ; the tomahawk exercise, and the mode of 
feasting at an Abyssinian banquet" 

The evening arrived, and many people atten- 
ded to witness these princely imitations. At the 
end of the third act, his highness walked forward, < 
with dignified step, flourishing his tomahawk, and 
rending the air, exclaiming, " Ha^ ha ! ho, bo r 
Next entered a man with his face blackened, and 
a piece of bladder fastened to his head with 
gum : the Prince, with a large carving knife, 
commenced his scalping operation, which he 
performed in a style truly imperial, holding up 
the skin in token of triumph. Next- came the 
war-whoop, which was a combination of dreadful 
and discordant sounds : lastly, the Abyssinian 
banquet, consisting of raw beef-steaks ; these he 
made into rolls, as large as his mouth would ad- 
mit, and devoured them in a princely and digni- 
fied manner. Having completed his cannibal 
repast, he flourished his tomahawk again, ex- . 
claiming ** Ha, ha ! ho, ho r and made his 
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exit. The next day, the manager, in the middle of 
the market-place» espied the most puissant Prince 
of Annamaboo, selling pen-kniYes, scissors, and 
quills, in the character of a Jew pedlar. " What!*' 
said Kemble, '* my Prince, is that you ? Are not 
you a pretty Jewish scoundrel to impose upon us 
in this manner/' JIfoses turned round» looked sur- 
prised, and replied, ** Prince be hanged ! — ^I vash 
no prince, I vash no prince ; I vash actings like 
you. You vash kings, princes, emperors, to 
day, — Stephen Kemble to-morrow I / vash humr 
bug — you vash hunAug — aU vash humbug.'* 

GA&RICK. 

The diffidence of Garrick, at first, withheld 
him from trying his strength upon a Loudon 
Theatre : he thought the hazard too great; and, 
therefore, commenced his noviciate in acting 
with a company of players, then ready to set out 
for Ipswich, under the direction of Mr. Gifford 
and Mr. Dunstall^in the summer of 1741, The 
first effort of his theatrical talents was exerted 
in AbooHf in ^* Oroonoko ;" and met with ap- 
plause, equal to his most sanguine desires. Under 
the assumed name of Lyddal, he not only enacted 
a variety of characters in plays, particularly Cha* 
mont, in the ^' Orphan ;" Captain Brazen, in the 
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<• RecrnitiBg Officer ;" and Sir Hwry WUdair ; 
but he likewise Attempted the actiTe feats of 
JIarl€qum. In every essay he was gratified with 
constant and lofod applanse; and Ipswich has 
always boasted of having first seen imd encou- 
faged this ineniorable<«ctor. 

HaTing thiis'Hed liis powers before a prorin- 
cial andience, and taken all neceisary' steps for 
appearing to advantage upon a Loadoo stagi^, he 
made his first appearance before a London aiidi- 
^nee, October 19, 174 U at Goodman's Fields, 
when he acted Michard UL^ for the first time. 
His acting was attendai with the loudest accla- 
mations of applause ; and his fame bo qinckly 
-spread through the town, that the more esta- 
blish^ Theatres of Drury Lane and Cofent Crar- 
den were deserted. The inhabitants of the most 
polite part of the town were drawn after Wm ; 
and, although the Theaitre, in Goodman^s Fields, 
was spoken of contemptuodfilyy In ^t puMic 
journals of that ^e, •* as a great ease to the 
Ladies of ^Rag^faivs* "who were forcedto trudge 
as far as lAKsofe's Inn R€4ds, to mix themselves 
with the ladies of ^alky," Ihis l^eatre was 
now tobe seen full of'the splendor of St, Jameses 
and GroBvenor^Sqnare, 
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We iiiuft not wonder diat the|>hqfen were the 
laitto admire this fismg genius ; iriio^aecording 
to his biographer^ (lind ftnrely he must know,) 
^* are more liable to envy and jealoitsy Ihan (per- 
sons of most other professions.^ Quin and 
Gibber could not conceal their uneasiness and 
disgust at his great success. The patentees also 
of Drury Lane and Corent Garden Theatres were 
s^ously alarmed at the great deficiency in the 
receipts of their houses, and at the crowds which 
constantly filled the Theatre of Goodman's 
Fields; ftirGifibrd, the manager Acre, having 
fdttnd the advaxrtage froiii Garrick's acting, had 
admitted him to a full moiety of the profits ; and 
Oarrick, in consequence of hiis bemg perpetually 
admired, acted almost every night; arid, to a long 
and fatiguing character in the play, he would fre- 
quently add another in the farce. Those paten- 
tees, therefore, uidted their effbrt to desth)y the 
newly-raised seat 6f Theatrical empire, and, for 
this purpose, had recourse to law. 

An Act of Parliament, the eleventh George II., 
cooperated with their endeavours; which were 
ftrrther aided hy fJir John Barnard, who, for some 
reason^^ was incensed against the comedians of 
Goodman's Fields ; in consequence of which, 
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Garrick entered into an agreement with Fleet- 
wood, patentee qf Drury Lane, for £500 a year; 
and, soon after, Qifford and his wife made the 
best terms they could with the same proprie- 
tor. 

THE BLACK-FRIARS THEATRE. 

• The situation of this ancient Theatric was close 
upon the spot where Apothecaries' Hall now 
stands, and there is still a place in the neighbour- 
hood, called Playhouse Yard. The date of its 
erection is uncertain, but it was contemporary 
with the OlobCi and belonged to the same com- 
pany, who were called " The King's Servants," 
and who played alternately at each of them ; that 
is to say, at the Globe in the Summer, and by 
daylight ; and at the Black-friars in Winter, and 
by candle-light. The Blackfriars is stated to 
have been a private Theatre ; but it is not easy to 
ascertain what it was that constituted this dis- 
tinction. When it was first erected, it appears 
to have been proposed^ that none but persons of 
respectability, or, in the phraseology of the times> 
'* select and judicious citizens/' should be ad- 
mitted. To this the following passage from 
*' Pasquil and Katharine," refers. 
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" I like the aadience Ihat Iraqoenteth there. 
With mvch applause : a man shall not bechoak'd 
With the siroDg scent of garlic, nor be pasted 
To the balmy jacket of a beer-biewer.** 
These limitations were, however, soon forgot- 
ten by the proprietors ; for, probably, there were 
not so many citizens, of the ^* select and judi- 
cious" sort, as would suffice to fill the house, 
although we are told, that it was but a small 
building. The doors were, consequently, thrown 
open to all, and a multitude of loose characters 
seem to have gathered around it, as round its 
more celebrated contemporary. At leasts such 
is the complaint against it in the following dialo- 
gue between Bird and Flowerdew, " two of the 
sanctified fraternity of Blackfriars," taken from 
Randolph's '' Muses* Looking-glass/' which was ' 
first acted at this Theatre in 1630. 

Flow, I have heard our friar 
Call Play-houses the colleges of transgression. 
Wherein the seven deadly sins are studied. 

Bird, Why then the city will, in time, be made 
An nniTerslty of iniquity. 
We dwell by Black-fryers college, where I wonder 
How that profime nest of pemicioos birds 
Dare roost themselves there in die joidit of iis. 
So many good and well-disposed person 
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Alleyn appears^ at one time, to have been pro- 
prietor of this Theatre, as well as *' The Fortane,** 
and to have been at a considerable expense in re- 
boUdbg it, as we learn from the foUowiog entry 
iaJiis 'diary, wfaicb is still preserved, at Dulwich 
£k)Uege, under the date of September, 1618. 

«< JJbmy xiitbirsed for Ihe bnHakig of the BUdfritn for 
this ytu, tad in mho 1617, when it lint began, with the 
tOOU ditbmed by m j father ; bo jing in of leases, charges 
in law, and the building itself, is £1106 : : 8.*' 

AUGUSTUS TOK KOTZTEBUE* 

M.'KoTZEBUE'was the son of a cotmsdlor of 
legation of the Dnchy of- Weimar. Having be- 
come, at the age of twenty, private secretaiyto 
Ceneral Bour, one of the best informed military 
men in Prussia, he gained the good-will of the 
Empress Catharine, for whom he composed some 
pieces, which were acted at the Theatre of the 
Hermitage. 

Induced by a Tomantic attachment, he mar- 
ried a noble Russian lady. He was quick- 
ly raised to the situation of president of the 
civil government at Revels in Esthonia, and to 
the rank of UeuteaantHdoloiid, and waaxieooraited 
with the insignia uf several Orders. The inde- 
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pendence of hii principles caused him, in 1795, 
lo send in bit resignaCioD, He accepted, in 1796, 
the office of manager of the Theatre, at Vienna, 
hot was soon disgusted with a situation surround- 
^ by embarrassment and unpleasantness. On 
bis return to Russia, in 1809, he was arrested 
on the frontier of the empire, and conducted to 
Kurgau, a pretty little town in Siberia, where he 
^joyed fiill Kberty, and caused his dramatic 
pieces to be acted by die inhabitants. 

His numerous friends soon removed all im- 
presrions against him from the mind of the Em* 
peror Pant I., and this monarch recalled him to 
court, and heaped favours upon him. During 
&eirst years of Alexand^^s reign, he traveHed 
throng France, Italy,- and Germany, and, aftcr- 
^aKh, -apparently foed bis residence at Berlin, 
"Where he utideitook the management of a jour- 
nal ; but, after seme years, hamg cause of dis- 
"pieasurei^akiit Buonaparte, be retired thence to 
-a ffinaH estate whach he possessed in Estbonia. 
Aldmirttlkni imd bati^d did not fail to pursue him 
«?en in His ifutal^ett^aff. 'Wkfle thfe thunders of 
the Maniieur we^e lev^41ed aigainst him, ftie Agrf- 
eidtaral Socjmty,^liandon> sent him some feirm- 
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ing implements ; and the English admiral^ com- 
manding in the Baltic, pennitted the present of 
peace to pass unmolested. Kotzebue took part 
in the manifestoes and diplomatic notes of tbd 
Russian Cabinet, published in 1811 and 1812. 
The Emperor Alexander recompensed his ser- 
vices by naming him at first, in 1813, consul ge- 
neral of Konigsberg; and afterwards, in 1816, by 
connecting him with the department of foreign 
affairs, as counsellor of state. 

In 1817, he received a commission to go to 
Germany, in order to send reports directly to the 
Emperor Alexander on the state of literature 
and public opinion in Germany. He settled for 
this purpose at Weimar, where he published, 
at the same time, a Literary Journal, in which 
he constituted himself judge of all writing in 
every branch of literature which he thought 
worthy of notice^ and, at the same time, delivered 
his opinions on politics, and on the spirit of the 
times, in the manner which his opponents consi- 
dered partial and illiberal in the extreme. His 
Cossack-like tactics, with which he made 
war upon all liberal ideas, especially the wishes 
of the people, for representative constitutions, 
freedom for the press, &c., in the name of sound 
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reason, of which he considered himself the re- 
presentatiye, gained him great applause with a 
certain class of readers, but it drew upon him 
the indignation of no inconsiderable part of the 
nation, particularly from the ardent minds of 
the German youth ; and in this tendency of his 
literary labours, we must, doubtless, look for 
the chief cause of his violent and tragical death ; 
(he was assassinated March 13, 1819.) 

Although the public supposed him to be much 
older, from the numerous writings which he had 
published the last forty years, he was but fifty* 
eight years old. He was twice married, and 
left fourteen children ; the eldest of whom is a 
Captain in the Austrian service ; another son, M« 
Otto de Kotzebue, is a Lieutenant in the Russian 
navy, and has already rendered himself celebra* 
ted by his voyage round the world. A third son, 
Maurice, also an officer in the Russian army, 
published, some time ago, an interesting account 
of the Russian embassy in Persia, to which he 
was attached.-^ Thus, the talents of the children 
seem likely to add a still greater lustre to 
the name which the father has rendered so cele- 
brated. 
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Thb late Mr. S»Bra«l Irelaiid, ongia^yatiunr- 
merchant. in ^tal-fiekl3yWe»led^ by his taat^ 
for literary antiqaittes, te abaadoa trade ISwr those 
partuitSi and published several elegjamt Toarai 
wUdi may be- regarded as !Worka ^ ataadaxd 
taate. Que of them consisted of ^* A Towr. on 
the River Avon;" during whwhliewasled to ex-* 
plore, with ardent cariosity, every thing, that re^ 
lated to our immortal Bard. During the exeur- 
sioUy he was accompanied by has son, a sprightly 
youth of sixteen, who imbibed a portion of bis 
father's mania on the subject of Shakspeare. The 
youths perceiving the great importance which 
his father attached to every relic of the poet, and 
the eagerness with which he sought fdr any of 
his MS. remains, conceived that it would not be 
difficult to gratify his father by some production 
of his own, in the language and manner of the 
time* 

This idea possessed his mind for acertaiikpe^ 
riod ; and, in 1793, being then in his eighteenth 
year, he produced some MSS. professed to be m 
the hand-writing of Shakspeare, which he said 
had been given to him by a gentleman possessed 
of many other old papers. This young man be- 
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ing articled to a SolicUoi |ii Chantry, eaiily fiM 
bricatedy in the first iostance, a deed of mort- 
gage from Shakapeare to Michael Fraser. The 
extacy.whkhhift father express^ lurgiid hiq».t% 
forge other documenta, described a« comug Uom 
the aame quarter* Emboldened by success^ be 
ventured upoa higher compoaitioua in proae aa^ 
verse, and, at lengthy oommencedtbe discovery of 
an original drama, under the title^of ** Vortigern/' 
which he exhilnted, act by act, written in the pe-» 
riod of two months. Having provided hims^ 
with the paper of the period, being the fly-leave* 
of old books, and w&h ink prepared by a book-> 
binder, no suspicion was entertained of decep* 
tion. 

The father, who was a maniac upon suck 
subjects, gave such credit to the supposed dis- 
covery, that the attention of the literary world, 
and all England, was drawn to it, insomuch that 
the son, who had announced . other papers, ibund 
it impossible to retreat, and was. thus goaded 
into the production of the series he had an* 
no^nced. 

The house of Mr. Ireland, in Norfolk Street, 
waa crowded to excess by persons of the highest 
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rank, and otthe greatest celebrity in the repub 
He of letters. 

The MSS. bang generally decreed gennine, 
were considered of inestimable worth ; and, at one 
time, it was expected that parliament would h$tve 
given any required sum for them. Some ama- 
teurs in literature at length sounded an alarm, 
which was supported by some of the newspapers 
and public journals ; buti at length, Mr. Sheridan 
gave 600/. for permission to play ** Vortigern," at 
Drury Lane Theatre. Such a house was never 
seen, and ten-times more persons left; the doors, 
than those who. could gain admittance. The 
predetermined mal-contents began an opposition 
from the outset ; some ill-cast character .con- 
verted grave scenes into ridicule, and a. contest 
ensued between the believers and sceptics, 
which endangered the property. The piece, how- 
ever, was got through. The juvenile author was 
now so beset, for full information, that he found 
it necessary to abscond from his father's house; 
and then, to put an end to the wonder- 
fulferment, which his ingenuity had created, 
published a pamphlet, in . which he confesse d 
the entire fabrication. Besides ** Vortigern," 
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he also produced a play oaUed, *^ Henrey the 
Second ;*' and although there were such incon- 
gruities in both^ as were not inconsistent with 
Shakspeare's dramas, both plays contained pas- 
sages- of beauty and originality. The inge* 
nttous admission of the son did not, however, 
screen the responsible father from obloquy, 
and the re-action of public opinion affected 
his fortunes and his health. Mr. Ireland was 
the dupe of his zeal on such subjects; and 
the son never contemplated, at the outset, the un- 
fortunate effect which took place, being partly 
consummated, by the enthusiasm of certain admi- 
rers of Shakspeare, some of whom, as Drs. Parr 
and Warton, fell on their knees before the papers ; 
and, by their idolatry, inspired hundreds of others 
with a similar enthusiasm. The juvenile author 
was filled with astonishment and alarm, but, at 
that stage, it was out of his power to check it. Mr. 
Ireland died about 1802 : his son is still living. 

MRS. SIDDONS'S FIRST RISE..' 

In 1775, Mrs Siddons appeared at Drury Lane 
Theatre, in Mrs. Cowley's insipid comedy, " The 
Runaway ;" but, although she displayed talents, 
the piece did not succeed. 

VOL. II. o 
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It was still con6dend]r actteirted, that she 
needed only to be bit)ti|^te ibrward in parts equal 
to h^ genius, to shine forth a theatrical star of 
the first ttagi^de ; and her friends lamented the 
selfish policy of Oarrick, who avoided bringing^ 
her forward, from a fear, that she would divide 
the public attention with him. As his jealousy, 
eveftt of female performers, was weH known, the 
tn}th of the assertioir was never doubted ; and an 
anecdote in particiklltr was cirenlated, that x>n an 
occasion of dispute with Miss Younge, who had 
begun, as weH as other actresses, to show a re* 
Iractory temper; he had said, " V\\ tell you this ; 
you had better not gire yourself airs, for there is a 
vxman in the house, who, iff choose to bring her 
forward, would eclipse you all in youth, beauty, 
and talent.'* * 

These mysterious expressions were considered 
by Yates, Younge, and Abington, the three reign- 
ing female favourites, as merely an empty boast ; 
and much mirth was excited by the idea of Gar- 
rick's " Green Room Goddess," for such was 
the name she had obtained, in consequence of 
the praises he had bestowed on her. Her attrac- 
tion, however, was not sufficient to enable her 
to obtain a renewed engagement at the end of 
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the season. A few years after Riehsrd Brinsley 
l^eridaii had succeeded to the difeetidn of 
the Theatre/ the eMer Mr* ShcridaB, whBa at 
Bath for hishealtii, was strongly sblictted to go 
to the play/io witness the performance of a 
young actress, who was said to distance ail colm- 
petitioD in tragedy. 

Though in general he had a dislike to provin- 
cial exhibitions, Mr. Sheridan was influenced 
by the warm commendations bestowed upon this 
young performer, to depart from his usual prac* 
tice, and go to the Theatre io see her. He found, 
to his astonishment, that it was the lady who 
made so little impression on faim, some years 
before, in ** The Runaway,'* but who, as Oanrick 
secretly declared, was possessed of tragic powers 
sufficient to delight and electrify an audience. 
There prevailed at that time, and long afterwards, 
a very disagreeable clause in the articles of the 
Bath company, by which they were obliged to 
perform' also at Bristol, and, in consequence, by 
some mistake in their frequent and hurried 
journey, the stage clothes of this admired actress 
were not arrived on the night Mr. Sheridan saw 
her, and she Was obliged to perform in one of 
the dresses she usually wore in private life. But 
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no disadvantage of dress could conceal her tran* 
soendent merit from an eye so penetrating as that 
of Mrm Sheridan ; and, after the play was over, 
he went behind the scenes^ to get introduced to 
her, and to compliment her, in the highest terms, 
on her performance* 

Such a distinction, from a judge of his ackhow^ 
ledged merit, could not fail of being highly flat- 
tering. Mr. Sheridan said, ^< I ain surprised, 
madstta, that, with such talents, you should con- 
fine yourself to the country ; talents^ that would 
be «i)re of commanding, in London , fame and 
suixesk.'' — ^The actress modestly replied, that she 
had already tried London, but without the suc- 
cess which had been anticipated; and that she 
was advised, by her friends, to be content with 
the fame and profit to be obtained from Bath, 
particulai'ly as her voice was deemed unequal to 
the extent of a London Theatre. 

Mr. Sheridan, who had judged very differently 
of this actress's powers from what her modesty 
induced her to do herself, spoke, immediately 
on his return to Londoo, to Mr. King, the acting 
manager of Drury Lane Theatre, strenuously re- 
commending to him, if he had any regard to the 
interests of the Theatre, to engage a performer 
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of abilities so distinguished. Hit zeal for the 
isuccess of his protegie did not stop here ; bnt, 
upon her being engaged, he directed her, widi a 
-truly kind solicitude, in the choice of a part for 
her first appearance. With the usual preference of 
young and handsome actresses for characters of 
pomp and show, she inclined to that o^Eufhrtimtf 
m *' The Grecian Daughter ^'but the juster taste 
of Mr/ Sheridan determined her in fiivour of the 
fhr inilMre farourable and affecting character of /sa- 
heOa ; and the judgment with which tibe selection 
was made, was amply '<:onfirmed by the bursts of 
rapturous admiration, which hailed, after the long 
obscurity to which the jealousy of c6ntemix>rary ^ 
talent had condemned her »^dns, the full 
blaze oif the transcendent merit of Mrs. Sid^ 
dons ! 

The kindness ofMr. Sheridan, which did not now 
terminate, shewed itself in eveiry possible way 
in her behalf, and was gratefully acknowledged 
by the object of it; Who, when at the height of 
her professional prosperity, was wont to term 
him ** The father of my fortune, and my fome." 

TABIKELLI. 

. This Italian singer flourished in 1736. << One 
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God». one . Faripdli,'' w^ the eiit\i^9^8ti<^ and 
impioat excl«9|atian of .00^ iof i)i8 f^poaje a4ioji« 
reri, wboie Muty, not ani^D/^ by good b^^ 
procared for ber rank and foF^v^ne* T|ie nett 
annual receipt o£ Fttrin^, .wbibs in £agb^d« 
waa^ by hia own oopi^NOiik 19 iug^ibPUr of gaiQty« 
four tbomand pj9UQds; bsit Philip. V«, Kingiof 
Spain, uaWiUing thfl^t V^f^H sbo^ld f^aeaf^ 
such a treatfune; eiiticed bim tQ.,|fadxid« by a, 
pension of tw<a Ibousand po)w4il..a.yM«; to. 
tbis iiteMia. wflia. added tbe.dignMz ffid .enoKh 
lunwit. of a bii«^. of Calatormu-7-Afiti9r. tha 
death of biarqyal patiiMp thia|»»(^^ cm4M4fia 
for puUia, iaTOur Mtittd; ta eiyoy a spiapiUiiit!^ 
depeadenoa nL' bia. nalita eanirtiy»».and h^ 9, 
magnifi c a nt housai i>ear;BQlogim» ybarp Jb^ iras 
visited by several Englisb traveUers. 

»iAKAMAjft^haaan>tbmmtiggd,in aomfijUn^ 
oa bifi.lonb,. ttitf. on^vwb^ Jowl}t. disturb his 
^PW^iS }eUiiboiil^.|l|a< yeiir WU iii diggii^ a 
gir%Y0 Jot a , d««Q|is^ .e^le»«wrtifii»: tbe , gjraya- 

as to break away a part of it: and Mr. Wheeler, 
the ittgenions historian of Stratford, was tempted 
by curiosity, and stimakud by the anathema, to 
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IhhMt his ImumI into tk# c^fin* jiiftd; take bold- 
of the bafd's skull ; wUah^ hawQvef^. tm did not 
ptMBOM to distiiA. 

robbtd of notes to a considerabU amount, at the door of Drury 
Lam Theah^uhmfffiHgia wt Mr, Kmm^in*^ A mmw^f ^ 
pf^o(44dft»," . 

Lj(^ AT jooT» peijbapfi4 ht^d jir^lk'd some miles 
To ffY^ the play bis praise and penny ; 

To find^re he could 9^e Sir, Oihs, 
One Otm-r^ach 9f, le^s^ top many. 

<r'TiaIiakd^';bemfidtf''tob^t;|Mi|csQS9*d^ - 
By one*8 own base relation robb'd; 

For, doubtless^ MihaAldgh^M taS' iQst, 
Lighifinger has thai inslaat febViL 

*< But hence, yain grief l-^way AemaBe I 

That man is hatfftlboi- wha frsttk^ 
My money gone, it's tine to see 

Thh same * New Way to Faf Old (Debts/ "* 

OBOaOB VftEBBRfCE OOOK«. 

Tri£ lale G<eorge F. Ckniftfa had^beeB psat 
forming at the old Thei^pe,LkMttiek.. Thafaoif 
night of his' appearaneey he aoted J^WnicMst' aadi^ 
aMttle before the^fall of the GurtahH hatlHMlipMd 
such constant attention to a littlo keg of whad^ey^ 
that the fumes OTerpoweied hts^feiDultieSi^attd in 
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bestowing the whip upon- the unfortunate Gricfiito,. 
he belaboured him so severely, that the miserable 
actor roared in downright earnest, every now and 
then threatemng Cooke with a retaliation, who, 
doubly inspired on the occasion, both by the be- 
verage he had drank, and the protection of the 
audience, persevered till he had made a clear 
stage for himself. The actor who had been thus 
treated vowed vengeance on Cooke, which he 
was determined to inflict the moment he had un-^ 
dressed himself. Somewhat sobered by these 
threats, Petruchio bethought himself of the advice 
ofHudibras — 

** He who fighti, and nuw sway, 

MayliFe to fight another di^/* . 

Heedless of the strangeness of hiadiess^he 
instantly slipped down the back stairs, and sought 
refuge in one of the obscure alleys behind the 
Theatre. It was then just twelve o'clock, and 
as Cooke had rambled out of the high street, he 
did not even encounter a. watchman asleep on his 
post. The sounds of woe, issuing with strange 
solemnity from an humble hut, presen^y attracted 
his attention ; they proceeded from an assemblage 
of persons, who (accordiag to a custom still conti- 
nued in the Southern parts of Ireland, on the deati^ 
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of ft relation, or eyen acquaintance) were anein* 
bled round a dead body, diaonting a dismal long, 
or howl, in full choras. The reader must bear 
in mind the broad brimmed hat and whimtical 
dress of PetruchiOt and that, most likely, not one 
individual assembled in that place had ever seen 
a play; imagine, then, if possible, the wonder 
and horror of the poor simple souls, when Qeorge 
Frederick applied liis shoulder to the slender 
wicket of the cabin, plunged into the midst of 
the group, sword in hand, oversetting those he 
first encountered, and advancing up to the foot 
of the bed, on which the body of an old woman 
was placed, exclsdming, in his own rough way, 
with his eyes distended to the utmost extent by 
kitosication — 

*' How now, ye secret black and midnight hags, 
Whatfs'tyedo?^' 

Thunderstruck by the figure of the apparition^ 
and the tones which proceeded from it, some of 
the mourners sought shelter under the bed; 
others crept half way up the chimney, while the 
remainder sallied out into the lane, praying, most 
fervently, to be released from the visitation of the 
devil, for a human being none could suppose 
George, who, left alone with the shrivelled re- 
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mtins of the^U peaii«wf» .taking hat paisdunoQl*^^ 

'< 0» my lot e ! my vafe 1 . . 
Death |bai bi^th sqqk'^ dm hoa^ ^C$l\y breathe 
Hath had np power yet upon thy beaaty. 
Thou art not conquered — beauty's ensign yet 
Is crimson on thy lips.*'— • 

'* Beauty 1 — ^no> hang me, if it is though ; 
Avaunt, thou horrid spectre !" 

" But 8top,**^^iai4 George, for his eye at that 
instant rested on a jug of whiskey punchy smo- 
king in the chimney corner;— he eagerly grasped 
the handle and cried, 

" Hef9> to my loye.*' 

The afirigbtod company talmg by degreasi a 
little courage, ventured, one by ene# to. paep 
through the key-hole, and thj^^, pb^erying Qeorge 
had thrown away his sword, returned into the 
apartment;, when he, in order to encouragii^^hfm, 
exclaimed — " Don't fear ^p;:'tis only George 
Frederick Cooke; com^, sit down, Fll smok^ 
with you, and drink with you, aye, and pray with 
you, my jolly lads and la^fii^^r'' Tl^^sTe-a^Stured, 
George became gradually, a. great; Jeiyourite with 
them, and revelled in the delights of ^ba^co and 
whiskey, ** until his eye-ljds could uo longejp 
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wag/' He was then qaietly placed on the bed 
with his imaginary Juliet^ until the next morning , 
when he was discovered in his retreat, and con« 
veyed home to his lodgings in a sedan chair. 

FOOTERS BURLBSQU£ OF THE ORBCIAN DRAMA. 

FooTE once told Lord Carlisle, that he had it 
in contemplation to bring out a piece, for the 
purpose of ridiculing the absurdities of the Gre« 
cian Drama. 

The plan was as follows ;^-He was to intro- 
duce but one character, who was to be a mock 
despotic monarch, to be attended by a chorus of 
tinkers, taylors, blacksmiths, musicians, bakers, 
&c« &c« The great personage was to strut 
about the stage, boast ai the unlimited extent of 
his imperial power, threaten all with fire and 
s>F.Qrd, tf>, t$Jce the cUj of London, stpqn the 
Tower, and even to tboeusiea.to dethrone Hm 
jrejgi49g ^Q^ereig^ himAfil(» Tbechonis, terrified 
(It tiiese,]»ejQa(C$ji.and e^^dpits, "vere.tben to fyU 
ap9n thoME J^^eeft, tear their hair, beat tbekbtm^tfi^ 
find svppjyigat^.. his MQ$i Imfmai Higlwm^XQ 
spare the eff«3iQU of so much hunuua blood ; to 
irhicb^ aA^r a confiiet of contending passiontt 
during . the course Qf five mit, the hero was to 
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a^ee, and then the piece was to conclude with a 
full hymn of thanksgiving for the deliverance of 
so mapy individuals. 

GENEROSITT OF MR. KEAX. 

In the year 18 17, when Mr. Kean was playing at 
Buxton, the prices were raised, and the house was 
quite full. Mr. K. was to have half of the money 
taken at the doors. Next day, the manager, as 
by agreement, carried the half to Mr. K. ; but he 
being informed that the manager had experienced 
the frowns of fortune, refused to accept of it. 
" I'll have none of it," (said he) " and my reason 
is this ; you have nine children to maintain, and 
I have only one." 

PLOT OF A FARCE, ACTEP BEFORE CHARtES IX. 
OF FRANCE. 

The following story will give the reader some 
idiBa of the Ancient Farce. 

*^ In the month of August, 1550, an advocate fell 
into such melancholy and alienation of mind, that 
be affirmed and believed himself to be dead. F<n* 
this reason he would neither speak, laugh, eat, nor 
walk, but continued to lie in bed. He became^ at 
last, so ireak that it was every hour expected that 
he would expire, when a nephew of his wife hap« 
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pened to arrive ; who, after having ' endeavoured 
inieffectually to persuade his uncle to eat, began 
to think of effecting a care by artifice : with this 
intent, he caused himself to be clothed in a wind- 
ing sheet, in the manner of bodies about to be 
buried, except that his face'was imcovered ; and to 
be carried and placed on a table, with four light*' 
ed wax candles around him, in the chamber 
where his uncle was lying. Every thing was so 
well imitated, that no one who saw him could re- 
frain from laughter; not even the very nurse of 
the sick advocate, afflicted as she was, nor the 
nephew himself, could: forbear, he being inoved 
by the strange grimaces of the persons' around 
him endeavouring to contain themselves. The 
patient, for whom all this was done, asked his 
wife who was upon the table ? and she answered, 
' It is the corpse of your deceased nephew.' 
^ Nay,' answered the sick man, ^how can he be 
dead, since I have just seen him laugh till his 
sides ached?' to which the wife answered, that 
the dead laughed. The advocate was desirous 
of odaking the experiment upon himself, ordered 
them to bring a looking glass, and tried whether 
he could laugh. Finding the thing very possible, 
he was persuaded that the dead had that faculty ; 
and, with this, his cure began. 
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"Tlie nephew, after haviofg continued lying 
npon the table about three hours, asked for 
some food, that he niight eat. A capon was 
presently brought to him, which he devoured, and 
likewise a pint of wine. 

'* Seeing this, the advocate asked whether the 
dead could eat?, and being assured they could, 
and did, he then demanded some food, which was 
brought to him, and he ate with a good appetite. 
From this time, he continued to perform the 
actions of a man of sound understanding, and 
his melancholy went gradually. This history was 
made into a farce, then printed, and afterwards 
played before hi& Majesty, Charles IX." 

MICHAEL STOPFELAER, THE ACTOR. 

This votary of the mimic art was a native 
of the Sister Isle, and had been educated at 
Trinity College, Dublin; but imbibing a love for 
acting, he quitted those academic bowers for the 
stage, in which pursuit he attained but little emi- 
nence. He was more celebrated for his blunders 
than for his acting, and for a singular faculty he 
possessed of uttering absurd speeches, and dis- 
agreeable truths, without any design to offend 
the party to whom th^y were addressed : one 
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«ample of his ability in tkat way will give the 
reader a more perfect idea of his character. 

Rich was talking to some of his performers, 
when Stoppelaef was present, concerning the 
very disproportioned agreement he had just en- 
tered into with one of his tfajgedians, named Hal- 
4and» when Stoppellter ittejfiped up to him and 
said, " Upon my soul, sir, he got the bUnd side of 
you there." Rich was somewhat nettled at this 
remark, and being apprehensive of hearing some- 
thing from the sam% quarter still more offensive, 
he left the company. As soon as the manager 
-was out of hearing, one of the party observed to 
Stoppelaer, that his speech was exceedingly im- 
proper, and greatly afironting, as every body 
knew that Mr. Rich had a great blemish in one 
of his eyes. *' Upon my word (replied the un- 
conscious Stoppelaer) I never heard of it before : 
rU set the thing to rights, for Y\\ go immediately, 
and ask his pardon.'' 

EXTRAORBINARY ^RECAUTIOK. 

At the end of ** Don Juan," there is an air 
sung by the Don, in embracing one of his fair 
ones. In this air the words occur, " Viva la Li- 
beria T not, of course, in the sense of politics, 
but in the sense of gallantry. It was thought 
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daogerouSy by the dramatic censors of Paris, in 
1821yto allow avtoa to be raised to Liberty, 
even in an Italian song, and the actor was or- 
deried to substitute the words ** Viva la HilaritaV* 
against all the rules of sense and metre. In this 
manner it is always sung, to the great amuse- 
ment of the sensible dUlefanti, who know the /t- 
berty taken with the original. 

DR. Johnson's " irene." 

In 1749, Garrick having become manager of 
Drury Lane, employed the theatrical power, 
with which he had just been vested, in bringing 
out Johnson*s tragedy of " Irene," which had Tong 
been kept back : but in this benevolent purpose 
he met with no little dij£culty from the temper of 
Johnson, who could not brook that a Drama which 
he had formed with much study, and which he had 
been obliged to keep for more than the nine years 
of Horace, should be reversed and altered at the 
pleasure of an actor ; yet Garrickknew that with- 
out several alterations it would be unfit for the 
stage. A violent dispute having ensued between 
them, Garrick applied to the Rev. Dr. Taybr to 
interpose. Johnson was, at first, very obstinate: 
" Sir," said he, " the fellow wants me to make 
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Mahomet run mzd, that he may have an opportu- 
nity of tossing his hands, and kicking his beek." 
fie, however, was prevailed npon to comply with 
Garrick's wishes, and to permit a certain number 
of changes to be made, but still not enough to 
ensure its successfnl representation. 

Before the curtain drew up, cat-calls were 
whistling, which alarmed some of Johnson's 
friends. The prologue, written in a manly strain, 
awed the audience, by the extraordinary spirit 
and dignity displayed in some of its lines ; and 
the play vent on smoothly until it approached 
to the conclusion, when Mrs. Pritchard, the hero- 
ine, was to be strangled before the audience, and 
had to speak two lines with the bow*«tring round 
her neck. The audience cried out ** murder ! 
murder !" She attempted to speak, but in vain ; 
and, at last, she quitted the stage alive. 

This passage was afterwards expunged, uid 
she was carried off to suffer death behind the 
scenes, as the play now has it. ^* Irene" was pro- 
duced on the 6th of Feb. 1749, and performed 
nine nights. Johnson received £100 for the 
copy right from Dodsley, and netted £195: 17s. 
by three benefit nights. 

VOL. II. p 
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THE COCKFIT9 IK DRURT LAKE. 

This Theatre had originally been dedicated to 
die purpose which its name imports; it was al- 
so freqaently called the PhcBmx^ from the cir- 
cumstance of that fabulous bird haying been 
chosen for its ugn, when it was converted inib 
a Play-House. It was situated opposite the 
Castle Tavern, and there' is still in existence, a 
passage from Drury Lane into Great Wild Street, 
called Cock-rpit alley; and Phcenix alley, leading 
from Long Acre into Hart Street, probably owes 
its title to the neighbouring Theatre. This house 
was pulled down by the populace on the 4th of 
May 1617; and, during the work of demolition, 
many persons were killed and wounded by the 
falling in of its walls. 

It appears, from a letter sent, on this occasion, 
by the Privy Council to the Lord Mayor and 
Justices, that the mob consisted of many thou- 
sands of persons, who, smitten with the love of 
morality, began by pulling down the bagnios, and 
in the height of their zeal, extended their Refor- 
mation to this Theatre. The House was speedily 
rebuilt, and the performances were continued 
until 1648. Soon after the Restoration, Thomas 
KiUegrew obtained a license for the building of 
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a new. Theatre^ which he erected on the site of 
the Old Cock-pit; and his company,, who, had 
now obtained the appellation of <' The. King's 
Company/' removed to this Theatre, which was 
opened on the 8th of April, 1 663, with Beaumont 
and Fletcher's Comedy of ^' The Humourous 
Lieutenant." 

MRS. JORDAN. 

This once inimitable actress, whose talents 
and amiable disposition will long continue to 
hold a place in the tablet of memory, while per- 
forming in Glasgow, was presented by the audi- 
ence with a gold medal, which they enclosed in 
the following letter. — 
•• Madam, 

Accept this trifle from the Glasgow audience, 
who are as great admirers of genius as the critics of Edin- 
burgh." 

On one side of the medal is the Glasgow arms 
which is a tree, &c. On the reverse, a feather, 
with the following inscription. 

Bays from oar tree you could not gather, 
No branch of it deserres the name. 

So take it all, call it a feather. 
And place it in your €ap rffanu. 
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LBS TABIBAUS:. 

SoBfE few yeait ago, the foUowmg aingaiar 
bai of fai« was distiibtttod by the compsay of 
actors of the 'town of Oflfentarg, in the grand 
dttchy of Baden. 

" Thb Seybn W0BD8 OH TBX Cboss, and Ascension 

. or Jxavs: 

A Pontomtmte ^hilbUion,, in Seven MovemenU. 

First Tableau, The taking of Jesos, and cutting off the 

ear of Malchas/ in two moTements. Persons : Jesosj Peter, 

John, Janes, Ck>loiiel of the Jews, Malchus, Iscariot, Aod 

the BBulfitadeofthc Jews. 

Second.—'Tbs accusation and blow in the face, in two 
moyements. Persons : Jesos, Caiapbas, several High Priests, 
and people. 

TTittxi.— The denial of Peter, in two movements. Persons : 
Jesos, High Priests, and Guard j Peter seated at the lire with- 
servants. 

' lbttrt&.-*Despair ' of Iscariot. Persons : High Priests 
and Iscariot , 

jytft*— The Scourging. 

<Stx(A.— Pilate washes his hands. Persons : Jesus, Pilate, 
and Jews. 

5event)^.— Erection of the Cross. Persons : Jesos, under 
the Cross, Veronica with the naplun, and people. 

Eighth,^^Tbe Cracifixion, in seven movements. — Persons : 
Jesos, Mary Magdalen, Salome, John, Colonel of the Jews, 
Longinus, servants, an^ people. Jesus pronouncee the seven 
wofdt on ths crosi. After the seventh movement, darkness 
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pfCTBib, tm 4iie pbiee w SQoiniMd bjf a pml» fire.^ Th« 
dead rise from their g^Yef* The gnard and people liiik 
to the ground, terrified at the mifaclet. Jenit is pierced by 
Longinus. 

.Ninth. — ^The taking down from the ciom. Persons: 
■Jesns» Mary Magdalen, Salome, Joseph of Arimathea, 
pttopli). 

Tmih.^The grate(of Jettts. 

EUvaUh.^^Tht ascension of JesQs» in two movemcats* 
Persons: Jesas, and his disci pies : accompanied with doable 
Greek fire. Jesas ascends in a clond to Heaven. 

N.B. — New decorations." ' 

GAUEICKy AND PREVILLfi TBE JRKKOH 
COMEDIAN. 

The last time tlMit Gairick was at Paris, Pra^ 
TiUe invited him to his Villa. Preville was 
reckoned the most accomplished comedian of 
the French Theatre. Garrick being in a gay 
hnmonr, piopoied to travel in one of the hired 
eoaches, that gO to VereailleSy on which road 
the Villa of Preville was situated. When 
^y got in, he ordered the coachmin to drive 
on, who answered he would do so when be go 
his oompliment of. Inir passengera. A droll 
whim seised Garrick, luid he determined to give 
bis brother player a specimen of his art. 

While the coachman, tfaerefose^wtts atteatitely 
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plying for passengerty Garrick slipped oat of 
the door^ went round the coach, and, by his won- 
derful command of countenance, palmed him- 
self upon the coachman as another passenger ; 
this he did twice, and was admitted, each time, 
as a fresh passenger, to the astonishment and 
admiration of Preyille. He whipped out a third 
time, and, addressing himself to the coachman, 
was answered in a surly tone, *^ that he had al- 
ready got his compliment ;" and he would have 
driven off without him, had not Preville called 
out, that as the stranger c^peared to be a yery 
little man, they would, to accommodate the gen- 
tleman, contrive to make rpom. 

TOM d'uRFEY. 

This singular individual was a lively genius, 
and diverting companion, and a cheerful, honest, 
good-natured fellow. He was the delight of the 
best companies, from the beginning of Charles 
the Second's reign to the latter part of that of 
George the First. Tom shared the usual fate 
of those whose only merit is to contribute to 
merriment; and, towards the latter part of his 
life, he stood in need of assistance to prevent 
his passing the remainder of it in prison : to 
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speak in his own words, ** After haying written 
more Odes than Horace, and about four times 
as many Comedies as Terence, he found himself 
reduced to great difficulties by the importunities 
of a set of men, who, of late years, had furnished 
bim with the accommodations of life, and would 
not, as we say, be paid with a song/' 

SUSANNAH CKNTLIT&E. 

This distinguished Dramatist discovered, at 
an early period, a propensity to poetry, and is 
said to have written a song beforesbe had attain- 
ed her seventh year. She was left an orphan at 
an early age,, having had the misfortune to lose 
her father before she was ten years old, and her 
mother before she had completed her twelfth 
year. 

Having been treated with a degree of harshness 
by those, to whose care she was committed 
after the death of h^ mother^ she resolved, whilst 
very young,»to quit the country, and proceed to 
London to seek her fortune. The circumstances 
of her life, at this period, are involved in much 
obscurity, and the particulars whidi are recorded 
seem somewhat romantic : it is said, that she at- 
tempted ber journey tathe capital ale^e^ on loot, 
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wA on her way thithei was sset by Antbony 
ibmnuHid, E^q; father of the author of tbe Love 
Blegiea : this geDtlemaa, who was thea a member 
of the Uwyersity of Cambridge, was struck with 
her youth and beauty, ftnd offered to take her' 
under his protectkm. Either her distress, ineliniBti' 
ttoD, or iDelperieaoey induced her to comf^y wkh 
his proposal, and she accompanied him to Cam- 
bridge; where, having e(]fuipped her in boy's 
doihes, he introdoeed befr to his cdlege inti- 
Bsates as a relation, who was come down to see 
the Universitjr» and to pass some time with hink. 
Under thia disguise^ an amorous ii^tercourse was 
oarried on between thein for some m<mths ; but, 
at length, being probaUy e^rehaotsive that the 
affiur would become known in the Univorsity, 
he persuaded her to go to London, which she 
agreed to ; and he geri^ously presented her with 
a eonsid^rable sum <)f money, and recommended 
her; by letter, to a lady ift toWn, with whom he 
was well acquainted; assuring h^,\^at the same 
time, that he would speedily follow her; this 
pfomife appear!, however, not to have been per- 
formed; yetj notwilhsitanding he(r unfavourable 
is^troduction into lifev riie was married, in her 
sixteenth year, to a nephew of Sir Stephen Fose, 
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who did not liye more than a twelvemooth after 
their marriage : but she, possessing both wit and 
personal attractions^ soon obtained the consola- 
tion of another husband, whose name was Carrol. 
He was an officer in the army, and was, unfortu- 
ttalely, killed in a duel, about a year and a half 
after theif marriage ; and she became» a second 
thne, a widow. 

It. was at this period of her life that she pre« 
«eiitedherself before the publie as a dramatic 
aathoresAy to whieh she Was probably, in some 
degree, induced iby the narrownese of her circum^ 
aftanees. Some of her earlier pieces were pubUshed 
under the name of Carrol. Her attachment to 
dramatic araosements was so great, that she not 
only, distingoished herself as a writer for the 
Thei^re, but, also, became a performer in it; 
thongh it it £ar from probable that she attained 
aifty great celebrity as an actress, as she appears 
nerer to have played aft the Theatrea of the Me^ 
tropelis. In 1706, she acted the part ai Aloi* 
ahder tike Gff eo^ in Lee'tf tragedy of the ** EiTal 
Queens,'' at Windsor, where the Court then was; 
and^in tfaia heroic character, she made so pow^ul 
an impresstcm upon the heart of Mr. Josiq^ 
Centlivre, (yeomap of the mouth, or principftl 
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cook to Queen Anne,) that he soon after married 
her, and with him she lived happily until her 
decease* which, happened December 1st, 1723. 

EMERTy THE COMEDIAN^ 

This admirable actor was, at one period of 
his career, celebrated for his personation of 
the incorruptible, but tender-hearted Sentinielf in 
" Pizarro." 

One evening, " Pizarro" was advertised, 
and the audience, having waited beyond the 
usual time for the curtain to rise, becapie 
impatient; when, at length, an actor came 
forward, and informed the audience, that in 
consequence of the absence of a principal per- 
former, they were obliged to request a few mi- 
nutes longer indulgence. The actor was scarcely 
off the stage when Mr. John Kemble, dresced 
for RoUa, walked on and said, — <' Ladies and 
Gentlemen, at the request of the principal 
performers in the-j^y of this evening, I am 
to inform you, that the person alluded to is Mr. 
Emery V* The house received this ^ explanation 
without any expression of disappointment. 
Scarcely had Mr. Kemble quitted the stage, 
when, dressed iii a great coat^ dirty bootSi and a 
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face red with haste^ and wet with perspiration, on 
rushed the culprit. Emery staid some moments 
before the audience, apparently much agisted' 
and at length delivered iiimself to this effect — 
** Ladies and Gentlemen, this is the first time I 
have ever had occasion to appear before you as an 
apologist. As I have been the sole cause of the 
delay in your entertainment, allow me, shortly, 
to offer my excuse ; when I am sure I shall obtain 
an acquittal, especially from the fair part of this 
brilliant assemblage. Ladies, (for you I must 
particularly address) my wife i" — ^and here the 
poor fellow's feelings almost overcame him — 
^^my wife was but an hour since brought to 
bed, and F — ^thunders of applause interrupted the 
apology — " and I ran for the doctor/' — " You've 
said enough !" exclaimed a hundred tongues. '' I 
could not leave her, ladies, until I knew she was 
safe."— •* Bravo, Emery, you've said enough I" 
was re-echoed from all parts of the house. Emery 
was completely overpowered; and, after making 
another ineffectual attempt to proceed, retired ; 
having first' placed his hand upon his heart, and 
bowed gratefully to all parts of the house. 

The play proceeded without interruption, but 
it appeared that Emery had not forgotten his 
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obligatioii to Kembk ; for^m tbst scene before the 
piiion in which RoUa tries to corrupt the 
sentinel by moneyy the following strange inter- 
ruption occurred in the dialogue : — 

Botio. Have you a wife ? 
SenilneL I have. 
Baiia, Children? 

Sentmil. I had two this morning— -I have got three 
now. 

Loud applause followed this retaliation^ which 
continued so long, that the entire effect of the 
scene was lost ; and Mr. Kemble, after wait- 
ing some time in awkward confasion, terminated 
it by abruptly rushing into the prison. 

THEAT&ICAL CENSORSHIP. 

'Sir Robert Walpdle has the reputation of 
being the contriver of the Act of Parliament, for 
submitting tbeatrieal performances to the in- 
spection of the Lord Chaihberlainy and, thereby, 
establishing a censc^ship on the drama, which 
^ould, at once, stop the yoice Of censure upon 
his long reign of power, from that quarter. The 
manner of effecting this purpose gave great 
oflfence. 

An underling was procured to scribble a dra* 
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matte piece, under the title of ** The Ooldeo 
Rump/' ^ farrago of obscenky, blasphemy, and 
political abuse ; and, in short, a ridicule of erery 
moral and religious institution. It was then 
presented to Gifford, (one of the managers,) who, 
{deviously taught his . part, brought it to the 
Minister. He, shocked at such a mass of enor- 
mity, carried it down to the House, recited some 
pf the most exceptionable passages ; and an act 
for submitting the drama, to the Lord Cham- 
berlain's inspection, passed almost unanimously. 

SHERIOAir, THOMSON, A^SD GARRICIC. 

Ma. Thomas Sheridan, father of the celebrated 
Richard Brinsley Sheridan, used to relate the fol- 
lowing, anecdote: — When the famous Thomson, 
author of " The Seasons," had his tragedy, 
called '^ Tancred and Sigismunda,'' performed at 
Drury Lane Theatre, several friends joined Mr. 
Sheridan to entreat Thomson to shorten speeches, 
which they foresaw would weary the audience • 
but they offended the poet, without effecting 
their purpose. Garrick, who played the part of 
Tancred, listened, and said nothing ; but at re- 
hearsals, though apparently perfect in his part, 
continued, occasionally ^ to take the prompter' 
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copy, and read . The firUt night, however^ without 
a whisper of his intention, he curtailed his own 
part, • wherever his judgment directed, and the 
applause he received was great ; while Mr. She- 
ridan,- and other actors, who had long and te- 
dious parts, laboured on with great difficidty. 
The conduct of Garrick saved the piece; and 
Thomson, though enraged when he heard the 
first omissions, returned Garrick, in the end, his 
hearty thanks. 

DEATH OF JOHN EEMBLE. 

An extract from a private letter from Lausanne, 
dated February 28, 1823, from which it appears, 
that he died in consequence of an attack of con- 
tinued apoplexy, will best explain the particulars 
of the demise of this celebrated tragedian. 

** Dear Sir, — I have not forgotten joar request, that, on 
iDj arrival at Laasanne, I sboald present your best recollec- 
tions to yonr frieod, Mr. Kemble. I came here on Monday 
evening, the 24th inst. and he died on the 26th lost. Our 
great tragedian is no more ; and he who, in histrionic art, 
could so well depict the final pangs of nature, has been called 
upon in turn to act the part in sad reality. On Sunday, the 
23rd inst. he was, in his own estimation, so very comfortable, 
that he seemed, on that day, in particularly good spirits. 

The next morning he arose, apparently quite well, break- 
fasted at nine, and, subsequently, went into an adjoining room 
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to speak to Mrs. Kemble ; and then, retorning to hit roo m, 
was obseired to totter in his gait. Mrs. K. noticed him 
with anxiety, and assisted hia to his chair, and, when 
seated, he looked over a nnmber of " Galignani's Mes- 
senger ;" hot, getting worse, hu frien d and physician, Dr 
Schole, was sent for, who arrived instantly, and foand him 
in the position described, bat altered, and exhibiting very 
nnfavoniable symptoms ; his left side bad suffered a decided 
attack, and he coald with difficulty articulate. He seemed ex- 
tremely anxious to spare the feelbgs of Mrs. K.-— Dr. Schole, 
with the assistance of his old and attached servant, George, 
helped him to his bed; and, while in the act of conducting 
him there, a second attack took place so suddenly, that his 
clothes were obliged to be cot asunder, in order that he 
might the more easily be' let blood. But nature was fast 
exhausting ; nor could he even make use of his speech, after 
a few words, which he uttered on Dr. Scheie's arrival ; he, 
however* assented or dissented by signs of his head until within 
two hours of his complete extinction. In fine, a third attack, on 
Wednesday, the 26th inst. just forty -eight hours since the 
first, proved fatal ; and though, to a stranger, he might appear 
to suffer, it is the opinion of the doctor, that he was long 
insensible to acute feelings of pain. The English clergyman 
was also present." 

His funeral took pkce, as stated in the above 
letter, on the Saturday ensuing the 1st of March, 
in a piece of ground adjoining the cemeteries on 
the Berne road, procured under the direction 
of Mrs. K. 
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The Dean of Rapboe^ wbo was then Hvisg at 
Lausanne, read the fdneral service at the house 
of Mr. K. • and Mr. Cheeseborough, the resident 
clergyman, performed the melancholy service of 
the grave. The age of 66 is recorded on the 
coffin. Mr. Cheeseborough read prayers to Mr. 
K., when he could attend to them, and was witii 
him when he died. The death of Mr. K. was 
sincerely felt by all persons at Lausanne, and 
his remains were followed to the grave by all the 
resident English, and by many Swiss. The Eng- 
lish had no parlies duiing the week, and one 
foreign lady put off A splendid party on account 
of Mr. K/s decease. 

PROVINCIAL THEATRICALS. 

At an inn in a market town, where a company 
of comedians were murdering the language of 
some of our best dramatic writers,' an Irish gen- 
tleman sat in the kitchen smoking his pipe, and 
regarding with pleasure a fowl that was roasting 
for his supper. A tall meagre fellow stalked in, 
and, after an earnest melancholy look at the fowl, 
he retired with a sigh : he repeated the visit a, 
second time, and exclaimed—** That fowl will 
never be done in time." — ** What do you mean?" 
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said the Imhmao, '^ That is for my aupper^ and 
you shan't touch a feather o'it'' — ** Oh, (replied 
the other,) you. luisunderstand me ; I do not want 
the fowl, but I am to play Oroonoko this even- 
ing, and we cannot begin for want of the jack* 
chain l" 

" THE CONSCIOUS LOVERS." 

Victor, in his letters, says, that ** this comedy 
was the last blaze of Steele's glory. I sat by 
him in Burton's box, at the first performance; 
all the performers charmed him but Griffiu, in 
the character of Cimberton. The comedy was 
received with unusual applause ; and his royal 
patron, to whom it was dedicated, (George I.) 
sent the author a present of £500, Whilst the 
play was in rehearsal, the surly old critic, Dennis^ 
published a scurrilous pamphlet^ to prejudice 
the public against it; and, amongst other scandar 
lous things, he called Sir Richard, in his preface, 
"An Irish twopenny Author," alluding to, the 
Tatlers and Spectators. This base vulgar treat- 
ment enraged me, rashly, to enter the lists, as 
you have seen the very, young puppy bark at 
and nibble the heels of an old mastiff. Sir Rich- 
ard was pleased with the attempt, and only in- 

VOL. II. Q 
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ritted that hit young hero riunld print bts 
name in front of the episde^ as it was directed 
to him. This was done, and the impressfon 
was sold off with the comedy." 

EPITAPH ON AN ACTOR. 

From early youth, train'd to the Thespian 

art, 
On life's great itojre, I've played my ysned peart ; 
My entrance was auspicious ; never boy» 
In his debut, received more flattering joy : 
My Jirsl and second act pass'd smoodi away, 
Alternately in study, and in play. 
I then advanc*d more forward in the scene, 
And oft neglect mtide forfeits intervene. 
My passions drew me into /ra^ic scrapes, 
And ilWlaid plots brought with them dire mis* 

haps. 
Comic events, however, were not scarce, 
And past dilemmas then becstme 2l farce. 
Though wsmt of property IVe often khown, 
My ioctrdrbbe i^ender never made me groan : 
In various shapes, not always at my ease, 
I managed still to busUe through the piece ; 
Though wrong behind the curtain I might do, 
My mward prompter kept me still in cue. 
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JOHN HUlTNIBIfAVy THZ WOHAN-ACTOR. 

One of the most celebrated performers of fe- 
male charactersy previous to the civil wars, was 
John Hunnieman, who was also the author of a 
Play, even the name of which seems to be buried 
in oblivion ; although there is reason to believe> 
that, on its first production, it was received with 
no small degree of applause by the public. It is 
not known whether it was a Tragedy or Comedy, 
or whether, like so many of the dramas of that 
age. It partook of the nature of both. In fact, 
the only mention of it, with which we meet, is 
in a copy of verses addressed to the author by 
Sir Aston Cockaine, which we shall here tran- 
scribe, observing only, that if, as Sir Aston sug- 
gests, Hunnieman was worthy of being at all 
put in competition with the great name with 
which he has coupled him, the public loss in this 
play is, indeed, to be lamented; although we 
must, at the same time, confess, that it appears 
to us extremely improbable, to say the least, 
that a play, which merited the character here at- 
tributed to it, should never have been published, 
and that an Author of such transcendant merit 
should have given birth but to one dramatic 
production. 
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TO MB. JOHN HUNNIEMAN. 

Od, hopefal yoath, and let thy happy strain 
Redeem the glory of the Stage again; 
Lesien the loss of Shakspeare's death by thy 
Sucoessfal pen, and fortanate phantasy. 
He did not only write bat act, and so 
Tbou^ost not only aet, but writest too. 
Between you th$re no d^erence appears. 
But fuhfit fnay be nude vp with equal years'. 
This is my suffrage, and I scorn my pen 
Should crown the heads of undeserving men. 

What became of Hannieman, after the suspea- 
sion of dramatic performances, cannot be learn- 
ed; for, from this time we lose all traces of 
many of the most celebrated performers. Some, 
we know, took the field under the banners of their 
sovereign, others applied themselves to trade; but 
very few indeed of those who delighted the au; 
dience of the days of Charles the first, survived 
to appear before his son. 

EDWARD ALLEYN, THE ANCIENT COMEDIAN. 

This celebrated comedian, who flourished in 
the reign of Elizabeth and James I., was bom in 
London, on the first of September 1566, of 
respectable parents. He was contemporary with 
Shakspeare, and was an original actor in some 
of his inimitable plays. He was in the most inti- 
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mate habits with our imfnortal poet, as well as Ben 
JoQSon. They used' frequently to spend their 
evenings together at the Globe, in company with 
a few other congenial spirits. A letter from 
one of the club is still preserved, which contains 
a curious anecdote, and shews the estimation in 
which Alley n was held by his contemporaries. 
An extract is here given, without adhering to the 
orthography : — 

'* I nerer longed foi thy compsny more thtn last night ; 
we were all rery merry at the Globe, when Ned Alieyn 
did not temple to affirm pleasantly to thy friend Will. 
(Shakspeare) that he had stolen his speech about the quality 
of an actoi's eicellency, in '< Hamlet/' his tragedy, from 
conversation manifold, which had passed between them, and 
opinions given by Alieyn teaching the sabject. Shakspeare 
did not take the talk in good sort : bat Jonson pot an end to 
the. strife, with remarking, — ^*'This aflair needeth no coiiten* 
tiou : you stole it from Ned, no deabt; do not manreJ ; have 
yoa not seen him act times oat of number ^'*— 7 

AUeyn was, indeed^^'the Qarrick of his day: 
and is equally celebrated with that famous actor 
for versatUe genius, corporeal agility, lively tem- 
per, and powerful elocution. They also resembled 
.ecGcfa ojtWin another respect, in which' they. dif« 
^r:fiQ^; >mq^ of thdr professional brethren, 
prudence and economy. 
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Aoting^ seems to have been a lucTative profes* 
tioti in Alleyn*8 time ; for he left a large fortmie, 
which he devoted chiefly to chsEritable pur« 
poses. It'must, however, be remembered, diat 
Alleyn< was tiie proprietor o# a 'Theatre, as 
well as an actor, and that he had A«^ direotioii of 
another fasionafele amusement in those d«tys^ vis: 
tlieKii)g?sBeiar Garden; whichissaldto harepiv* 
duced him a clear profit of £500 a yew; Al- 
leys, overflowing with riches, and satiated with 
public fame, prepared to close the scene with some 
eclat. iPor this purpose, he founded Diilwich 
College. The building was built from the plan 
of Inigo Jones, who was one of the witnesses to 
the deed Qf settlement; and the institution, as 
founded byAUey&>; stitt conttnues. 

Alteyti expended about £!O,000' in the 
building; and that iff might be suitably sup- 
ported, he appropriated lands to the amount of 
£800 a-year, for iJie maintenance of one master, 
one warden, and- fdurfeHows. The master and 
warden were always to be of the name of ADeyti, or 
Allen. Sit poor men, and «s many poor women. 
Were to be supported in the hospital; bfesides 
twelve poor boys, who Were to be educated in 
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gpod MtWffyatef till Ik%age4^f fgfoiteea or vix* 
ie9^^ mi th^a put oiU to bw^ft trades and 
caUiaga., AUeja was, only.jEoKtyr^igKt years of 
ags^jwheu be load^ ttus «Qdowmeirt» and he took 
oaie ta.fbe^ it oai:^ed intp.effi^. Buti what ia 
stiU more extraordinary^ a^. the h^apU^I wan 
CQm{|leted, ha was 90 |4a»8ad vilb th^ inatitMtjoi;^ 
tlyU be.reaolved to ba« hion^U^ona pf the fi^ 
paiwionertt Acc9idiatly» Avmsi thi^ lepaaiiidai^ 
of his life, he conformed strictly to the rules. 9I 
thebouae^aod apyear^ p^lectly satjsfiad with 
tbe aUowance which hi»l)Ounty had i«a4# for tba 
indJ^QU. Along wi^ ^hi^ appamit sel&49i|jj4 
he still displayed alaudftbl^tattf^tioutQ. bMf 
temporal. int^^t: and. eilhen Ibrhispvii gruft 
tificatioQ^ or wild a view, tc^ the piiibliG goodai 
he cq»timied, even, after his establiffhmeBtrjPf 
th6 hospital, to dvavf eimeidetfable pre&bi {^ ma.^ 
nagw of the Tbealtre. Qesidss* the^ aboye,, l^a 
fouifded seyelraL alma-houaee in, Loivdou.ai^ 
Slanthwark> with c(«peteat psevifiioQ* Thin 
siagufaur and eslimabiei $bamcter. dkld JiT^v^obfff 
the 25tW 1G26» aad lies buried ia the; Chft|iel 
6f the CoU^. 

FONT-ALAIS. 

Pont-Alais was author, actor, and manager 
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•f the MjsterieSf in the Afteenth century. His 
repartees, and manner of deliveriiig thenii fmn 
cured him admission to the first iamilies: nay, 
he bad even the honour of frequency approftdb- 
ing Louis XIL and Francis I. of Fraiice.- He 
was deformed ; and onoeday saluting a GardtBal,' 
who was the same, he placed himself < so as to 
touch back to back, and said, ** You see, Mtm" 
seigneur, that, in despite of the proTerb, moun«- 
, tains may meet'^ 

Before it was customary to print p]ay-biUs» 
an actor used to accompany a drummer to 
squares, thoroughfares, and pubHc ^'places, 
make an eulogium on the piece, and intite 
the public to see it perfotmed.* One Sunday morn- 
ing, Pont-Alais had the audacity to cause his 
drum to be beaten, and a new|Heee announced, in 
sermon time, in the open place, opposite the 
church of Saint Eustdche. The curate, seeing 
the people crowd outt>f the church, left his pul- 
pit, went up to the actor, -and asked, ^ Who 
made you daring enough to beat your drum, 
while I preach ?•*— " And who made you^daring 
enough to preach, while my drum is beating V* 

* This has been done, in small coantrj towns of England, 
in the memoiy of many persons, now living. 
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replied Pont-Alais. Tlus insolent repartee r«n- 
dered the curate silent for the moment; but, 
on application to the tBagtstrate, Pont-Alais was 
for some months imprisoned. Pont-Alais's barber 
complained, that the parts given him to perform 
were too insignificant ; on which Pont« Alais ^re 
. him the part of one of the Kings of the East, seat- 
ed inm on a high throne, and standing behind his 
shoulders, maHcbusly repeated : 

Je snis des moindres ]e mineur, 
£t n'ai pas Taillent un teston ; 
Mids le Toi d' lode, I« majeur, 
M*d aoQTent nt^ le mmton* 

I'm the least of the least, 

Not a sixpence to save me ; 
But this king of the East 

Very often has $fwv*d m£» 

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER TO SECRETARY 
- WALSING-HAM, AGAINST STAGE PLAYS. 

^' T^TE daily abuse of stage plays is such an 
offenee toi the godly, and so great an hindrance 
to the Gospel, as the PafHSts' do exceedingly 
rejoice at the blemish thereof; and not without 
cause for, every clay in the week, the players' bills 
are setup in sundry places. Some^ in the name of 
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Her Majesty'^ lo/ea; tpmeydie Earl of Leicegter'a; 
sonify the Earl of Oxford'a ; the Lord Admiral's, 
and diinars others ; so that, when the bells toll to 
the lec^es> the trun^ts sound to the stages.. 
The play-houses are pestered, when the churches 
are naked ; at the one, it is not possible to get 
a place; at the otber#..seaU are plenty. It 
is woeful to see 200 proud players in their 
silks, when 300 poor peq>le starve in the 
streets. But, if this mischief must be tolerated, 
let every stage in London pay a weekly pension 
to the poor, that ex hoe malo perveniat aUquid 
bonum. But it ivere rather to be wished, that 
players might be used, as Apollo did his laugh-> 
ing, semel in annoJ' 

" THE SPANISH FRIAR." 

This tragedy, which is by far the best of 
Dryden's dramatic effortSi ^as mi^ch decried, 
both by his enemies and the adherents of. the 
Duke of York, on its first representation. The 
former said it was merely stolen from othef au- 
thors ; though it trenched too much on the Popish 
religion. The witty Charles, however, thought 
otherwise ; he said, in regard to the latter, that 
knaves in every profession should alike be sub- 
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jeetto ridiqule ; and^ as to the firtti^heexelaiitMdy 
'* A word ia your ear, gentlemen ! Sieal me audi 
another play, any of you, and I will frequent k 
as m«eh as I do ** The Spanish Friar." 

footb's cat music. 

When Foote first opened the Theatre in the 
Haymarkety amongst other ingenious projects, 
he proposed to entertain the puhlic with an imi- 
tation of Cat'^music : to accomplish this* he .^n« 
gaj^d a man famous for his skill in miiueking 
the mewbg of Cats. This person,, firom his 
possessmg this singular faculty, wis called 
<' Cat Harris."— Foote, having fixed ardbearsal 
of this odd concert, Harris, from some ciieum* 
stances or other, neglected to attend. Foote ac* 
ODidingly re<(^ested Shuter would endeavour to 
find him out, and bring him with him. Shuter, 
as in duty bounds sallied forth on this momen- 
tous expedition ; and after wandering for some 
time, was directed to a court in the Minories, 
where this ^itraordinarymusiciaA. lived. He ac- 
cordingly bent his steps thither, and having 
reached the pla^ of bis destination, not know- 
ing the house, Shuter very sagaciously began a 
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,Cat tola. This had the desired effect ; for the odier 
looiced out of the window in a twinkling, and an- 
swered him with a cantata of the same sort 
'< Gome along, my lad/' (hoUa'd Shuter;) '' I 
want no better information than that thou art the 
man: — Mr. Foote stays for us ; we cannot begin 
the Cat*Opera widiout you.*' 

THE OERMAK B0UR90MASTER. 

Formerly, in many of theTheatres of Paris, 
w^re to be seen workmen in the pit, with their 
aprons on» and women with their hair in curl pa- 
pm, children'nt the breast, and poodle dogs. 

A similar abuse existed at the Theatre in one 
of the towns of Germany. The better bred in- 
faalHtants complained to the Bourgomaster, who 
listened to their grievance, and isiued the fol- 
lowing order :— *' Desirous that this town should 
be distinguished from others by the delicacy and 
purity of its manners, my paternal solicitude is 
first directed to this Theatre^ wfuch is the source 
of a thousand disorders. . For example, there are 
mdthets, who seek' amusement with so; much 
avidity, that they take their children to the The- 
atre, rather than be deprived of- that sp^taole. 
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The tame with dogs, whose affection for their 
masters makes them annoy the neighbours by 
their continual barking, on account of the absence 
of the owners, who, in order to obviate this in- 
conrenience, take their quadrupeds to the play 
with them. What is the consequence? The in- 
sects which are hid in the coats of these animals^ 
get to attack the legs of many of the community. 
Each person, feeling himself nipped by these 
subtle enemies of Uie human race, swears, and 
thereby incommodes his neighbour; who, re^ 
ceiying the point of the elbow of the malerolent, 
considers himself insulted ; words arise, the 
actors are interrupted, and the audience become 
angry ; who, in their ill-humour, often hiss a good 
piece and good actors, through the intruders who 
have crept isto the house. The appearance of 
children at the breast is also a grave inconveni- 
ence ; besides, that, in that age of innocence^ they 
cannot be restrained from crying, and, perhaps, 
something worse, it is scandalous that they 
should be present at lessons of making love, and 
that they should hear, ^ Chloe, I adore you :'-^ 
* Daphne, I shall die if I am not yours :' — * Your 
mother is cruel because she would separate 
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US :* and other ezpressioos of a like nature. Is it 
proper that a child, still at the breast^ should suck 
in the ponon distilled from these phrases, and 
learn already that its mother may be a cruel pa- 
rent?— We order as follows : — 

'* It is hereby positively forbidden* in future^- to 
carry, or lead, any children, or dogs, into the 
Theatre. And we do farther politely beg» that 
the inhabitants of this town will, henceforth, leave 
their inlants in their cradles, and their dogs in 
their kennels." 

CRIES OF LONDON. 

Ik the comedy of ^^ The Three Ladies of Lon- 
don,'' 4to. London, 1584, there is the following 
poetical description of London Cries. 

" Enter Consdeuce, with hroomet on her ^ack, tinging as 
foUovmh :— 

New broomet, green broomes, will yoa boy any ? 

Come, maydens, come quidily, let me take a peny. 
lily broomet are not «tapid, 
' Bat very well bound : 
My broomes be not crooked. 

Bat smooth cat, and roand* 
I wish it would please you. 

To buy of my broomes : 
Then it would ease me, if market were done. 
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Hare yoa any old bootos. 
Or any old shoone : 

Pouch ringes, or buskins. 
To cope for new brooms ? 

If so you bave, maydens. 
Pray you, bring hither. 

That yoo and I, friendly. 
May bargain together. 

New broomes, green broomes, will you buy any ? 
Come, maydens, come quickly, let me take a peny." 

BEN JONSON, AND LORD CRAVEI^. 

Lord Craven admiring the plays of JonsoD, 
and expressing a wish to be introduced to him^ 
Ben, on hearing it, waited on his Lordship ; but 
the porter, from the condition of his dress, refused 
hiin admittance, and some altercation ensued ; 
which, lipon his Lordship hearing, he looked out 
of the window, and asked who he was, and what 
he wanted. '* I am, (said he,) Ben Jonson, come 
to wait on your Lordship." The peer, judging 
like his porter, exclaimed, *^ What ! you the au- 
thor of <* The Silent woman ! you look as if you 
could not say bo ! to a goose." My lord declared 
himself to be fully convinced, on the poet em- 
phatically repeating the monosyllable bo ! 
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DRAMATIC ERRORS. 

Ik Beaumont and Fletcher's " Humorous 
Lieutenant/' a play in which Antigonus and 
Demetrius are the heroes, and where, ne- 
cessarily, the scene is laid many years before 
the Christian eera^ Demetrius is introduced 
discharging a pistol ; an anachronism so very 
ridiculous and inconsistent with the genius and 
learning of the two dramatic bards, that one com- 
mentator, fired with the true spirit of attachment 
to his authors, has ventured to assert, '' that the 
blunder was introduced on purpose to render the 
comedy still more faurlest|tier' 

UOBEflT COXp 

Whek the Theatres were silenced during the 
civil wars, Robert Cox, whose name does not 
appear in any of the lists of actors prefixed to the 
early editions of Shakspeare, Ben Jonson, and 
Beaumont and Fletcher, emj)loyed himself in 
composing drolls, or light pieces, in a great mea- 
sure, similar to those which, in the early part of 
the last century, were acted at Bartholomew and 
Southwark Fairs, by regular companies of co- 
medians. The most serious of these productions, 
which were afterwards collected in a volume, now 
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become exceedingly scarce, had a dash of the 
comic in them; though for the most part they 
were farces of one act, with singing and dancingi 
as Hohhinol^ Singing Simpson, and SimpktoiH 
the Smith. 

By the connivance of thelicensers, into whose 
favour this zealous and adroit purveyor of amuse- 
ment ingratiated himself, he contrived, as we have 
mentioned elsewhere, in our account of the Red 
Bull Tlieatre, to get his pieces acted under the 
colour of rope-dancing, &c. The principal parts, 
in these trifling substitutes for the regular, drama, 
were acted by Cox himself, with such life, spirit, 
and nature, that he restored to the people their 
almost forgotten custom of widening their jaws 
into risibility. Such was the effect produced by 
his performance of young Simpleton the SmiXh, 
at a country fair, that the noted master of a 
forge in the village, very gravely offered to take 
him for his journeyman, and to aljow him twelve 
pence a week more than the rest. ** I would 
accept your offer," returned Cox, " but you see I 
have a good shop of my ownJ* 

This comedian travelled all over the kingdom 
with his company, which appears to have con- 
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.fisted of himself, a man, and a boy. The universi- 
ti^ themselves opened their arms to receive this 
master of merriment When he went to Stur- 
bitch Fair, he did not forget to renew his 
acquaintance with the heads of houses at Cam- 
bridge; and at Oxford he got so far intp the 

. good graces of a poetical butler, that he was 
pleased to oblige him with a prologue, that he 
might appear in form, as he had once seen 
the members of a college, vhen they acted a play 
at Christmas. 

By pursuing this method of itinerant ei^hibi- 
tion, and by never staying long in any one 
place, Cox acquired considerable sums of mon6y« 
which there is no doubt that he shared with his 
old colleagues, many of whom were reduced 
to the most miserable condition, having no 
means of procuring their bread. There is per- 
haps no class of men more alive than the 
players to the feelings of humanity, and more 
ready to relieve one another's wants. 

WYCHBRLEY, AND THE DUCHESS' OP 
CLEVEI.AKD. 

Wycherley was a very handsome man. 
His acquaintance with the famous Duchess of 
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devdaad commeaced oddly enough. One day, 
as h6 passed by that Duchess's, coach in the 
ring, she leaned out of the window, and cried 
a<it, loud enough to be heard distinctly by him, 
"Sir, you're a rascal: you're a villain T Wy- 
cherley from that instant entertained hope. He 
did not fail waiting on her the next morning, and, 
with a very melancholy tone, begged to know 
bxTW it was possible for him to have so much 
disobliged her grace. They were very good 
friends from that time: yet, after all, what did 
he get by her? He travelled with the young 
Duke of Richmond; King Charles gave him, 
now and then, a hundred pounds, — not often. 
— Spence. 

THE MORALITY OF " HYCKE SCORNER." 

This old *^ Morality" bears no distant re- 
semblance to comedy, its chief aim being to 
represent characters and manners. The pro- 
logue is spoken by Pityf represented under the 
character of an aged pilgrim ; he is joined by 
Contemplation and Perseverance, two holy men, 
who, after lamenting the degeneracy of the age, 
declare their resolution of stemming the torrent 
Pity is then left upon the stage, and is presently 
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foand by Free-wtU^ representing a kwd de- 
bauchee, who, with his dissolute company, Itno' 
ginatum, relate their manner of life, and describe 
the. stews and other places of base resort with 
considerable humour. These are presently join- 
ed by Hfcke Scamer, who is drawn as a libertine 
returned from travel, and who, agreeably to his 
name, scoffs at religion. These three are de- 
scribed as extremely vicious^ and glorying in 
every act of wickedness ; at length two of them 
quarrel, and PiHf endeavours to part the fray : 
on this they fall upon him, put him in the stocks, 
and then leave him. Pity then descants in a 
kind of lyric measure on the profligacy of the 
age, and in this situation is found by Pene* 
verance and Qmtempiation^ who set him at 
liberty, and advise him to go in search of the 
delinquents. As soon as he is gone, Free-will 
again makes his appearance, and after relating, 
in a highly comic manner, some of his rogueries 
and escapes from justice, is rebuked by the two 
holy men, who, after a long altercation, at 
length convert him and his llbertme companion. 
Imagination^ from their vicious course of life ; 
and the play ends with a few verses from Per" 
severance by way of epilogue. 
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It would be saperflnous to point out the ab- 
surdities in the plot and conduct of this play. 
They are evidently great. It is sufficient to ob* 
serve that, excepting the moral and religious re- 
flections of Pitiff &c.y the piece is of a coknie 
cast, and contains a humorous display of some 
of the vices of the age. Indeed the author has 
generally been so little attentive to the allegory, 
that we need only substitute other names to his 
personages, and we have real characters and 
living manners, capable of forming the ground- 
work of a very excellent comedy. 

QUIH. 

THOiTon that great performer, James Quin, 
made his first appearance at Drury Lane in 1718, 
yet it was not till the year 1720, that he had an 
opportunity of displaying his great theatrical 
powers. Upon the revival of" The Merry Wives 
of Windsor,** at the Theatre in Lincoln's Inn 
Fields, of which Rich was manager, there was 
no one in the whole company who would under- 
take the part of FaUtaff. Rich was therefore 
inclined to give up all tlK>ughts of representing 
it» when Quin, happening to come in his way, 
•aidy ** If he pleased, he would attempt it." 
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*^ Hem," said Rich, taking a pindi of snuff; 
'* you attempt FaJUtaffl why (hem !) you might 
as well think of acting Cato after Booth. The 
character of Fohtaff^ young man, is quite ano- 
ther character from what you think (taking 
another pinch of snuff). It is not a little . sni- 
velling part that, that — ^in short, that any one 
can do. There is not a man among you that has 
any idea of the part but myself. It is quite out 
of your walk. No, never think of Fahtaff^ 
never think of Fahiaff— it is quite, quite out of 
your walk, indeed, young man." 

This was the reception his first effort of step- 
ping out of his trifling vuilk met with ; and for 
some days he laid aside all thoughts of ever 
enacting Falstaff, or, indeed, speaking upon the 
stage, except it were to deliver a message. 
Ryan, who, at that time, had the ear and confi- 
dence of Rich, having heard Quin, long before 
he thought of coming out upon the stage, repeat 
some passages in the character of Fahtaff^ pre- 
vailed upon the manager to let Quin rehearse 
them before him, which he accordingly did, but 
npt much to his master's satisfaction. However, 
as the case was desperate, and either " The M e^ry ' 
Wives of Windsor" must be laid aside, or .Quin 
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perform Fatoojf/this altenmtive at length prer 
vafled upon Rich to let Qain play the part. 

The first night of his appearance in this 
character^ he surprised and astonished the au« 
dience: no actor before ever entered into the 
spirit of the author,- and it seemed as if Shaks-: 
peare had, by intuition, drawn the knight for 
Quiti only to represent. The just applause he 
filet with on this occasion, is incredible ; conti- 
nual clappings and peals of laughter in some 
measure interrupted the representation; which on 
that account was prolonged to a late hour. It 
would, however, be injustice to the other per- 
formers, not to acknowledge that they contri- 
buted to the success of this representation, which 
had a very great run, and was of eminent service 
to the company. Ryan was excellent in the 
part of Ford; Spiller, reckoned among the great- 
est tdtn.edians of that lime, performed one of the 
strongest parts, that of Doc^r CaitLs'; and Ba- 
heme^ another very good acitor> did Justice 
SIMhw* ' 

When Quin engaged at Brury liane, about 
theyea^ 1751, he succeeded the elder Mills, in 
all the capital parts of tragedy; and Delane snpr 
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plied hit place b linoola*! Inn Fields, iftet 
havrng, performed for iome tiiiie»with tolerrfde 
tnoceM* at Ooodmao'i Fidds. But it waa upon 
Booth'a qoittiDg the stage, on aoconpt of his 
illness, that Qab shone forth in all his splendor; 
and yet he had the diffidence, opdn the first ni^t 
of his appearance in Cato to insist, in the ImUs, 
that the part of Caio would be only attempted 
by Mr. Qoin. The modesty of this invitation 
prodnced a foil hous«, and a fisvourable an* 
dience; but the actor*s own peculiar merit 
effected more. When he came to that part of 
the play where his dead son is brought in upon 
the bier, Quin^ in speaking tluBse wordab"** 
** Thanks to the gods; my boy has done bis 
duty 1" so affected the whole house, that they 
cried out, with a continual acclamation, ** Booth 
outdone 1 Booth outdone ! *' 

Yet this was not the summit of his applause ^ 
for when he repeated the fomous soliloquy, .be 
was encored to that degree, that,.tbough it was 
submitting to an impropriety, he indulged the 
audience with its ropQtitipn. 

There was. at that time upon Srury-Lane 
Theatre, a subaltern player, whose name never 
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appeared in the biUs. His name was VHlliams, 
and he was a natiYe of Wales. He performed 
the part of the Messenger in the above tragedy; 
and in saying '^ C»sar sends health to Cato," 
he piononnced the last word Keeio^ which so 
annoyed Quin; that he replied, with his usual 
coolness, '^ Would he had sent a better Messen- 
ger/' This reply so stung Williams, that he 
▼owed revenge; and following Quin into the 
gveen-room, when he came off the stage, after 
r^esenting the injury he had done him, by 
making him appear ridiculous in the eyes of the 
andience, and thereby hurting him in his profes- 
nott, he demanded satisfaction as a gentleman; 
Quin, with his usual philosophy and good 
humour, endeavoured to rally his passion. This, 
however, <Mily served to add fuel to the rage of 
his antagonist, who, without further remon* 
strance, retired, and waited for Quin under the 
Piazza, upon his return from the tavern to his 
lodgings. Imadediately on seeing Quin, Williams 
drew and attacked him; but in the rencontre 
he himself received a mortal wound. Quin was 
tried for this affair at the Old Bailey, and th^ 
verdict was mamlaughter. 
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WJOl^ELL, THE ACTOR. 

One of old Mr. Sheridan's favourite charac- 
ters was Cato, and on its revival at Covent- 
Garden Theatre, a Mr. Wignell assumed his old 
established part of Porftus, and having stepped 
forward with a prodigious though an accustomed 
strut, began — 

'< The dawn b oyercaat ; the morning lowers ; 
And heavily, in clouds, brings on the day." 

The audience began upon this to vociferate 
'* Prologue! prologue! prologue!" when Wig- 
nell, finding them resolute, without betraying any 
emotion, pause, or change in his voice and man- 
ner, but in all the pomp of tragedy and hackney- 
ed declamation, proceeded as if it were a part of 
the play — 

** Indies and gentlemen, there has been no 
Prologue spoken to this play these twenty y^ars-^ 
The great, iht importantday, big with the fatie 
OfCatoaadofRome." 

This wonderful effusion put the audience in 
good humour : they laughed immoderately, dap- 
ped, and shouted '^ Bravo f and Wignell still 
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continued wkh his usual composnre and stateli- 
ness. 



MARIE ANTOINETTE, AND VESTRIS. 

Vestris, the opera dancer, used .to say with 
all self-confidence, ''There are but three great 
men in Europe ; the King of Prussia (Frederic 
11.) Voltaire, and myself." 

On Tuesday, July 16, 1784, the Count of 
Haga (Gustavus III. King of Sweden) was at the 
Opera for the last time. The Queen was also 
present. She wished to amuse the illustrious 
stranger with the performance of young Vestris, 
whom he had not yet seen, that dancer having 
but just arrived from England, where he had 
been gathering applause iind guineas. She sent 
word to him to dance. Young Vestris, who had 
the vame arrogance as his father, answered that 
he could not, because he h&d hurt his foot. The 
queen, being informed that it was a mere pre- 
text, sent a message requesting him to dance, 
which he replied to in the same manner. 

Vestris, who had thus violated all d^co^ 
rum, was slightly punished for his impertinende> 
by being confined for a few days in the prison 
of Lft Force ; and his father, having been in<^ 
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formed of bis son's misconduct, publicly express- 
ed to bim the indignation which he felt at it 
*^ How, rascal/' said he, '' the Queen of France 
does Iter duty ; she begs jfou to dance ; and you 
do not do yours ! You are but a blackguard : I 
will punish you effectually : / will deprive you of 
my name r^ 

A rEMALE FALSTAFF. 

Ik the summer of 1786, a Mrs. Webb perform- 
ed the character of Fahtaff at the Haymarket 
Theatre, for her benefit: as might be conjec- 
tured, it produced a crouded audience. This 
lady was induced to the attempt by her uncom- 
mon corpulence. She died November 24, 1793. 

THE MIMIC RECLAIMED. 

Ik the beginning of the last century, a come- 
dian, of the name of Gri£Bin, celebrated for his 
talents as a mimic, was employed by a comic 
author to imitate the personal peculiarities of the 
celebrated Dr. Woodward, whom he intended to 
introduce on the stage as Dr. FossHe, in ** Three 
Hours after Marriage." The mimic, dressed as 
a countryman, waited on the doctor, with a long 
catalogue of complaints, with which he said his 
wife was afflicted. The physician heard with 
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amazement diseases and pains of the most oppo- 
site nature, repeated and redoubled on the 
wretched patient The actor, having thus de- 
tained the doctor until he thought himself com- 
pletely master of his errand, presented him with 
a guinea as his fee. *' Put up thy money, poor 
fellow," cried the doctor, ** thou hast need of all 
thy cash, and all thy patience too, with such 
a bundle of diseases tied to thy back." The 
mimic returned to his employer, who was in rap- 
tures at his success, until he told him, that he 
would sooner die, than prostitute his talents to 
render such genuine humanity food for diversion. 

lfIJLTOy*S DiiUGHTER. 

Miltok's third daughter was named De- 
borah ; and> to show the instability of all earthly 
things, she married Abraham Clark, a poor Spi- 
talfields weaver. She kept a petty chandler's 
shop, first at Holloway, and afterwards in Cock 
Lane, near Shoreditch Church. They were so 
poor, that Queen Caroline (wife of George II.) 
jient her fifty guineas ; and on the 5th of April, 
] 750, that, unrivalled production of her father's, 
** Comus," was played for her benefit,, and the 
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profits of the night amounled to one hundred 
and thirty pounds. 

POWELL^ AND WARREN, HIS DRESSER. 

The first season of performing the ** Fair Pe- 
nitent," Mr. Powell represented the part of Lo" 
thario: he had a dresser named Warren, who 
claimed a privilege (which at that time existed) 
of performing the dead part of the Hero in the 
5th doleful act Powell^ being ignorant of the 
station his man had taken, called loudly for him 
behind the scenes in the middle of the act. The 
sad representative of Deatli, hearing his master's 
voice, and knowing that he was passionate, 
instantly replied, " Here I am, sir." Powell, 
being still ignorant of the situation of his ser- 
vant, immediately rejoined, ** Come here, this 

moment, you son of a , or I will break all 

the bones in your skin." Warren now could no 
longer delay or resist, and jumped up, hung 
with sables, which (as it were to heighten his 
embarrassment) were tied to the handles of the 
bier. This, added to the roar in the house, 
urged his speed so earnestly, that, with the 
bier in his rear, he ran against and threw over 
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CaSsta (Mrs. Barry), oTerwhelming her with the 
tabJe, lamp, book, bones, and all the drear lum- 
ber of the cbarael house, till at length he 
liberated himself, and precipitately took his 
. flight. The play of course ended abruptly, but 
not without entertaining the audience, and put- 
ting them, for the most part, in high good hu- 
mour. 

THE HONEST THIEVES. 

This Farce is confessedly altered from ** The 
, Committee," a comedy by Sir Robert Howard, and 
is divested of the peculiar satire directed against 
the fanatic parties of the reign of Charles I. The ' 
greatest merit of the piece is the character of 
TeaguCf the faithful Irishman, a picture of real 
life, drawn from the following circumstance. 

When Sir Robert was in Ireland, his son was 
imprisoned there by the parliament, for some 
offence committed against them. As soon as 
Sir Robert heard of it, he sent one of his domes- 
iics> an Irishman, to England, with despatches 
to his friends, to effect the edlargement of his son. 
. He waited with impatience for the return of this 
messenger; and when he at length appeared 
with the agreeable news that his son was at 
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liberty. Sir Robert* finding that be had been then 
several days in Dublin, asked him the reason of 
his not coining to him before. The honest 
Hibernian answered, with great exultation, Ihat 
** he had been all the time spreading the news, 
and getting drunk for joy among his friends." 
He, in fact, executed his business with uncommon 
fidelity and despatch ; but the extraordinary 
effect which the happy event of his embassy had 
on poor Paddy, was too great to suffer him 
to think with any degree of prudence on any 
thing else. The excess of his joy was such, 
that he forgot the impatience and anxiety of 
a tender parent ; and until he gavethat joy suffix 
cient vent among all his intimates, he never 
thought of imparting the news where it was most 
desired. From this Sir Robert took the first 
hint of that odd composition of fidelity and blun- 
ders which he has so humourously worked up in 
the character of Tecigue, 

MACKLIN's CEITICISM on BARRY AKD 
GARRXCK. 

Ga brick's vanity once induced him to ask 
Macklin what he thought of the different modes of 
acting RomeOy adopted by Barry and himself, 
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''Sir^'' wM Bfattidfai/^ Bftrry cosm into Ihe 
fptolHi, sMtttngjaAditdkiDg dMid lUie a lord» 
flhmit 1x16 iere^fihait Ivooder O^ Oftinilclls ido 
-nn/tamBt^ inUi,;aiiA toss the Moviara UanlittU'' 
'' WeU, mj dAT MHBk," eaoiauned Qnxndk, 
•* go on." — ** Now," said Macklin, " how does 
Ovrick act this ? Why, sir^ sensible that the 
family are at enmii^ w«dt him and his house, 
becomes cree{H*g in upon his toes, whispenog 
bis love, and looking ubont faim just like a thief 
in the night" 

JOE MILLER,. JESTER AND COMKDIAN. 

Many a would-be wit, who has Joe Miller 
constantly on his lips, might probably be induced 
to make a pil^imag^ to his grave, if be knew 
that.it was.as n^^r^tohim^as ttte phee called the 
Green Church Yand, or B«ml Ground, ik Portu- 
gal Str6et> Linc6ln*s Inn Fi^ds, b^onging to the 
parish of St, Clement's Dane, and close by the 
once celebrated . Lincoln's Inn Fields Theatre, 
where Garrick became so famous. Miller's 
epitaph, by Stephen Duck, is on a handsome 
stone on the left hand aide on entering the 
burial ground, nearly under the window of the 
woriihouse. The insoriplicKn was wgiaally •n 

VOL. II. 8 
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another ttoiie ; but Time had taken such ISierties 
wfiA it» that, in the year 1816, the churchwarden 
tbt the time being, greatly to hii credit, caused 
' the present one to be erected. The fbUowmg is 
the inscription on the present stone : — 

" Here lie the remains of 
Honett Joe Miller, 

Who WM 

A tender Hiifb«iidt 

A sincere Friend^ 

A facetious Companion, 

And an excellent Comedian. 

He departed this life the I5th Day of 

Aogost, lTd8, aged 54 Years. 

If Humour, Wit^ and Honesty, could save 
The humourous, witty, honesty from the Grave, 
The Grave had not so soon this tenant found. 
Whom Honesty, and Wit, and Homoar, down'd ; 
Conld but Esteem and l4>v!e preserve our breath. 
And guard us longer from the stroke of Death, 
The stroke of Death on him had later teU, 
Whom all mankind esteemed and lov'd so well. — 

S. Duck.* 

" From respect to social worth, mirthful qualities, and 
histrionic excellence, commemorated by poetic talent in 
humble life, the above inscription, which time had nearly 
obliterated, has been preserved and transferred to this stone 
by order of Mr. Jarvis Buck, Churchwarden, A. D. 1816." 
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HATHEWS AHD FOQTE. 

The attempte of Mathews to delight an au- 
dience by the^mere force of hie own genius and 
talents^ are not without precedent. It was praO" 
tised by Foote half a century ago, and with 
similar success; not for a few nights only, but 
for several seasons. Leaying the beaten paths 
of the stage, and disdaining to be the ** parrot of 
the poet's thoughts/' Foote strack out into a 
new and untrodden course, by which he added 
to the amusements of the town, and at the same 
time supplied the deficiencies of an exhausted 
fortune. The hint was borrowed from Worsdale, 
a comedian of that day, who used to entertain 
private company with a humorous exhibition of 
the foibles of his acquaintances^ in which he 
united the powers of exquisite mimicry to a 
great knowledge of nature* 

Foote, whose powers in both were enlarged by 
a more liberal education, and by keeping better 
company, resolved to entertain the town with 
mimicry more diversified, and less vulgar, than 
that of Worsdale; and with this view he, in the 
year 1747, opened the little Theatre in the Hay- 
market with a dramatic piece of his own writing, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



260 ttlEAtllfes 

and his own petfof ixi^'g, cttlteS *^ The Diversions 
of the Morning/' This |>i^ce consisted of nothing 
hiore than introd«eii% MY^al well linown cha- 
Ttteters about town, who had Ittde taerit or much 
tibsttrdity. For instance, Dh Taylor, the oculist, 
^nd two or three mckei, whose lectures^ cofiv^r- 
sfttion, artd {iecnliarities, he bad very happily hit 
ill the didtion of hi^ dfatna, hnd which he dlill 
tnote exactly personifi^ by ^ hnteorbna rqpte- 
sentatfoh. Ih this piece, in the ^har^kcter of ii 
Tki^^dl Director^ heefatimed or imitated, with 
^ieat accuracy and humo^r^ the several stylet of 
acting of every principal perforinfer ttf the day. 

Fodte's xhimicry being too pei^onal to be per- 
mitted, he met with somd opposition from the 
civil magistrate, snp|>6rted by ithe act for litnitihg 
the nun^ber of playhouses, and licensinig proper 
works for the stage. > This todtrc'ed' him, tfaere- 
ft>re, to alter the title of his piece, so that, instead 
of inviting the town to Bcis a play, he only en- 
treated the favour of bis friends to " jTca;" 
giving bis 7Va, ihrough a run of upwards of 
forty mornings, to a croi^ed arid aplendM com- 
pany. The ensuing seiason, he produced another 
piece of the same kind, called *' An Auction ©f 
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Pictures," Jo this h^ iattQ^uced sev^ial new 
d^^racUrSii p^rUc^rly Sir TboiOM De VcdK* 
the i^ctiag magi^rate fojr Y^e^tminster; Mr. 
Cock,, the c^lebr.i|ted a^^QtiPneei ; and the sua 
less famous orator, Henley. Neither th^ '^ A^9r 
tio» of tjhe Pictures," nor ^he •« DWerwps 9f the 
Mpxnipy," have been printed, and it i^ proh^le 
that th^y fej^ o^ly c^CHl%te4 fby ^xhibitipi^t 

Foote gain^ % coi^p/^t^pt inp^HW^ hy tbe^^ 
exhihitionil \nth^ mftropolis; he also r^pe^U^^ 
them in Ireland ; and i(i pne of his pi^ce?, 9^If4 
" The Orator," introduced the character of Peter 
Paragraph^ a counterpaA of Faulkner, the prin 
ter, of Publii^i whose manner^ and 4?^^^ h^. so 
complete^ imitatpdr that th^ pppr p$3r«eQiiteA 
printer i^Quld not appear in publiCi without; e^* 



* This gcntlenan't name afforded Foote one of those op- 
portanities of 4isp)a;jng hi« wit, whi$h be seldom suffered to 
escape. Haviog gpt into a (jniQkep squabby, ^\ a house pf 
a certain description, with some of the DelavAls^ they were 
next morning taken, before Sir Thomas De Veil. The mis- 
tress of the house appeared against them, to whom the magi- 
strate said, *' Good woman, stand before me, and tell your 
ttory.".--^' Aye," aaid Foote, *i tell the mob, and lace ti(e 
P#wl;" PQWtmg hi^B Hat t9 $|i ThopM* 
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periencing the scoflFs and the jeers of every 
urchin in the street. But what most affected 
Faulkner, was a ludicrous story which Foote 
made him tell, of his passage with his wife from 
Dublin to Holyhead. 

Faulkner, thus so cruelly exposed, became 
alarmed, and commenced an action against Foote, 
by which he recovered damages, to the amount 
of three hundred pounds. This drove Foote 
back to England, where he was received with the 
favour to which he had been accustomed. 

**THE BBOOitlt's OPBaA." 

The following account is told respecting the 
cause which gave rise to this popular piece, and 
the success which it afterwards met with :— 

Upon the accession of George II. to the throne, 
Gay was offered the place of a gentleman-usher 
to the then youngest princess, Louisa; a pos 
which he thought beneath his acceptance; 
and resenting the offer as an afiront, in that ill 
humour with the Court, he wrote the " Beggar's 
Opera," as a satire on the Italian Opera, then 
patronized by the Court. On its being brought 
upon the stage, Nov. 1727, it was received with 
greater applause than had ever been known before. 
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on any other similar occasion ; for; besides being 
acted in London sixty-three days^ without inter* 
niption, and renewed the next season with success^ 
it q[>read into all the great towns of England; 
was played in many places to the thirtieth and 
fortieth time; at Bath and Bristol fifty times, 
&c: It made its progress into Wales, Scotland, 
and Ireland, where it was performed twenty»four 
days successively ; and, lastly, was acted in 
Minorca. The ladies carried about with them 
the favourite songs, in it, on their fans ; and 
houses were furnished with them on screens. The 
fame of it was not confined only to the author; 
Miss'Lavinia Fenton, who enacted Pollys till 
then' obscure, became, at once, the favourite of 
the town ; her portrait was engraved^ and sold 
in great numbers ; her life written ; books of 
letters and verses to her, published ; and pam- 
phlets made of her sayings and jests { and, to 
-^crown all, after being the mother of several ante- 
nuptial children, she obtained the title and rank 
of a Duchess, by her marriage with Charles, third 
Duke of Bolton. 

FKENCH TRAGEDIAN AND ARTIST. 

A JRXNCH actor, accustomed to perform 
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the part 6{ AiikUlet, wiiriMd to have fats portrait 
taken, Wki dtfsk^ H Aiglit be in tbat oharaeter, 
etiptflfltitig to g^^e the painter forty cf[>#tiii fov 
hi« wo^k. The son of Melpomene had heen n 
journeyman earpenter; and the painter, who iMicr 
informed that he wae a bad paymaster, though 
proper to devise a modeof being tevesged, shoij^d 
AchUks play htm any trick ; be, therefore, pdnted 
Ihe igare in oil, the shield excepted, whic^ was 
m distemper. The likeness was acknowleged 
to be great ; but the actor, that he might pay as 
little «s possible, pretended to find many faults, 
and declared he would only pay half the sum 
agree<i upon. ** Very well,*" replied the pkiSfler ; 
<' however, I will give you a seeret for makkig 
the colours more brilliant. Take a sponge, dip tl 
in vinegar, and pass it over the pieture several 
times." — The actor thanked him for this adWoe, 
appMed the sponge, washed away the shiekl ei 
Achilles, and instead of that hero, beheld a 
carpenter holding a saw* 

ELKANAH SETTL^^j 

In the latter part of his life, was so reduced 
as to attend a booth in Bartholomew Fair, kept 
by a Mrs. Myons and her daughter, Mrs. Lee, 
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and Mcei^ed a salary fron tbma forwrituig drolls, 
Kftebwen^ generally approved. He was «dso 
obiig^ ia his old age, to^ appear as a perfbhaer 
lA tiieise wretched theatrical ^shibilioiis ; and m a 
fiiree^ called '< St Ge<Nrge of Eagtaad/" acted 
a Draig^ iaolosed in a case of green leather of 
his owft iiiveBition. To tins ctrcimstaaee Br. 
IfCMing allades, in the foUowiag lines in his epis** 
tie to Pope : — 

" Poor S&snfth, sH oilier changes past, 
F4r bread, in SmiMeld, dragons liiss'd at last $ 
8pit s^aow of firo, to make tlie bulpben gape« 
And found his maaoen suited to his shape*" 

At last, he obtained admission to the Chart»r 
House, a^ died there, Feb. 12, 1723-4. The 
wciier of « periodical paper, entitled Th€ Britim% 
sfi^itks. of him as then just dead ; and adds^ ^ he 
vae a man of tall stature, sed face, short black 
hair, lited in thcicUy^ and had a huiiierous poeti* 
cal issue, bat shared the ttiafbrtnne. of several 
o&er gentlemen, — ^to surma them alL'' 

NOSSY, TUB FIDPLSa. 

Mr* CsavsTTi, the famous player on the wyi 
linoeUo, so well known at the Theatres by the nick- 
name of iVbsej^yOne night, during his performance 
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in theOrcheatra^receifeda violent blow on the 
nose with a potatoe^ thrown from the upper gal- 
lery ; being a man of spirit, he» with difficulty, 
contained himself till the conclnsion of the piece, 
when running up into the gallery, and demanding 
who was the scoundrel that dared to assault him, 
the man beiog pointed out, C^ryetti seized him 
by the collar, dragged him into the passage, and 
gave him a hearty thrashing. 

Some years after, when returning from a ride, 
he met, near Paddington, a cart-load o£ convicts 
going to Tyburn. One of them, recognizing him, 
cried out» Nosey ! and telling the surrounding po- 
pulace that he had something of importance to 
%B.j to Nosey: Cervetti was stopped, and his horse 
led up to the cart, where he soon recognized the 
man who had thrown the potatoe, who told him 
that being just about to leave the world, and 
wishing to die in peace with all mankind, he had 
taken the liberty of stopping him to ask his for- 
giveness for the offence he had formerly commk- 
ted, and to assure him of bis entire forgiveness, 
for the drubbing he had inflicted on him ; then, 
wishing him a good day, he bid the carman drive 
on. This story was often related by Cervetti to 
his friends. 
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CAEDIVAL RICHELIEU, AND THE SONS OF 
THESPIS. 

A SET of Strolling players, in Cardinal Riche- 
lieu's time, had met with success in performing 
farces of the lowest kind, so that the company 
of the Hotel'de'Bourgogne complained of them 
to the Cardinal ; who, being fond of every thing 
dramatic, sent for them to perform before him in 
the Palais Royal, which they did so much to his 
satisfaction that he would not foibid their per- 
formance. 

The piece they exhibited before him is too cu- 
rious to be omitted here. Qro9 OuiUaume, one 
of the principal characters in this exhibition, who 
is represented to be as thick as he was long, and 
who often, by means of a dress with hoops 
stretched across, formed himself into the figure 
of a hogshead, was, in this farce, supposed to be 
the wife of 7*ur%)tn, who, jealous of Oarg%iiUe, w 
determined to cut off her head. Infuriated with 
this idea, he seizes her by the hair, with a drawn 
sabre in his hand; while she, upon her knees, 
conjures him, by every thing that was tender, to 
abate his anger. 

She first reminds him of their past loves and 
court8hips-*how she rubbed his back, when he 
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had the Hieuniadsn ; and hit he%, itbeai he. had 
the gripes ; and how- particularly charmed she 
wM. vith bim when be wose hjjv 4^ar-UtUe flun- 
neliiighjt eap,*-^lHit aU ia vaial ** WiU npth^gp 
190? e thee ?"*' cried thfs amiahU f^ oae, i^ a fit 
of the last d^spaifW Tb#»« 0« ik^o^^ bfrharian! 
thiok of the ba^on and cabbage I f ri^d for ypi^r 
Mippi^r yesterday evening." — " Ok,^ the sorcer- 
eat !" ctied Turiu^in^ — •• I can't resist l^er^^ahe 
kfow^ bow to.take me by my foible-r-^tbeb^^^pol 
— the bacon quite unnoans me ; and the Yery &t 
is now lisiog in my stomach \^Usoe on, ikxtu 
ohanner'^fl^Cnibiiger (mdbe d^iifulJ* 

" EVIIBY-MAir/' A MOHALITT OF THE B&ION 
OF HEJTEY VIII, 

The following is a siU!(Qmct Analysis pf thia 
Moeality; the main object of \vhiab y^^Sf to 
inculcate great reverence for Old Mother 
Churchy andtjie 9vperstition«» vrhich she had in^ 
trodueed, 

Th^Skl^ect of the pi^a is, the sumn^oping 
«f Man out of the World, l>y Death ; ^^ iU 
Moral, that nothing will then avail him but f^ welU 
spent Ufe, and the comf<^ts of religion, this 
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Stt bject 8EBd Iforakre c|>eii6d by the Megsenffer, 
{fbf that #4s the name generally given by oor 
Ancestors toth^ Pfohg%ie^ on th^r rade Stage.) 
Then, God is represented ; who, after some ge- 
neral complaints on the degeneracy of mankind^ 
calls for Dealhf and orders him to bring before 
his tribanal JSvery^nktnj for so Is caUed tbeper- 
«6hag« #ho tfepresettts the human race. Svery- 
man appears, and receires the summons with all 
the marks of confusion and terror; and, when 
Death is withdrawn^ he appUes for relief in this 
distress to Fellowship,, Kindred, and GomIi, (or 
Riches,) but they all suteidsaively lenotHiofe and 
forsake him. In this discotisoldt^ State, he betakes 
himself to Good-deeds, t^ho, aftier upbraiding him 
with his long neglect of her, introduces him to 
her sister, KfwwledgejSind she leads him to the 
holy man, ConfesBim, who appoint* hitt pcsMmce ; 
this he in^ts upon hfhAsell^ on the Sta^e ; and 
then withdraivs to receive the Sslcramcnt, Of the 
Priest On his return, he begins to wax faint ; 
and after Strength, Beauty, Discretion, and Five- 
wits, have all taken their final leave of him^ gra- 
dually expires upon the Stage ; Good-deeds still 
accompanying him to the last. Then an Angel 
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descends to 8iog his requiem, and the Epilogue 
is spoken by a personage, called Doctor, who 
recapitulates the whole, and delivers the mo^al, 
as follows : — 

*' This moral men may have in mind ; 
Ye heavens, take it if worth, both old and yoong, 
And forsake Pride for he deceiveth yon in the end. 
And remember Beauty, Fioe-witt, Strewgth, and DU» 
They ail, at the last, do Every^man forsake, Icretion, 
Save his Good-deeds, these doth he take : 
Bat, beware, an* they be small. 
Before God he hath no help at all* 
More excuse may there be for Every-man, 
Alas I bow shall we do then ? 
For, after Death, amend may no man make. 
For, then, Mercy and PUy doth him forsake ; 
If his reckoning be not clear, when he doth come, 
God will say, — Ite, nuUedicti, in ignem €ttemum: 
And he that hath his account whole and sonnd. 
High in heaven he shall be crown'd ; 
Unto which place God bring os all thither. 
That we may live body and soal together. 
Thereto help the Trinity ; 
Amen, say ye, for Saint Charity !" 

HARRY ROWE, THE YORK TRUMPETER. 

This well known genius was born at York, 
in the year 1726. He was a trumpeter to the 
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Duke of Kingston's ligbt-horse^ at the battle of 
CuUoden, in the year 1746, and attended the 
high Sheriffs of Yorkshire, as a trumpeter, at 
the assizes, upwards of forty*siz years. He 
was the master of a puppet-show ; and, for 
many successive years, opened his little Theatre* 
in that city, during the summer seasons ; and 
attended his artificial comedians to various other 
parts of the kingdom, during the course of the 
winter. 

In the year 1797, he published, at York, an 
edition of Shakspeare's *' Macbeth,^' 12mo. ** with 
notes and emendations by himself,** and embel- 
lished with his portrait. A second edition of this 
work appeared in 1799—1800. 

The reason for this publication, he relates 
in the Preface ;-^the following are his words : 

" I am master of the pappet-ahow ; and as, from the 
nature of my employment, I am obliged to have a few stock 
plays ready for representation, whenever I am acciden- 
tally visited by a party of ladies and gentlemen, I have 
added the tragedy of *< Macbeth'* to my green-room col- 
lection. The alterations that I have made in this play are 
warranted, from a carefal pernsal of a very old manuscript 
in the possession of my prompter, one of whose ancestors, by 
the mother's side, was rash spreader and candle snuffer, at 
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the Olofce pit j-bouM, m ^ppMn fio« tbe foilowing i 
tmdum, €m a bAuA page •! tbe muiineript. 

«' < TkU^, Murehtkefomth, 1598« r<90Mtf t&«<iaD oftteeii 
tkUlingt undfimr-ptHce for jw (uiKUef of nuhet^ and two pair 
tfbrau tnuffenJ " 

Oarcomtnentator^l eniditioD likewise manifent- 
ed itself in a dramatic pieee which he wrote, enti- 
tled ♦'Wo Cure, No Pay." In the early part of 
his life he distbgubfaed hintielf 'by his fittal af- 
fection, in the support of his poor and aged 
parents, throogh tftic varioiM means above de- 
tailed ; will not, then, the feelhig heart expenence 
a pang at being itnformed, that, bow^ dovvhby 
^g^» l>0Terty, infirmity, and a tolig and iAic^l 
illness, Harry Rowe expired 4a the podr^ioiise 
at York, many years ago I 

DEATH OF JOHN PALMER. 

The last engagemttrt 'of ibis ^nrineot actor 
was at Liverpool ; and, on the morning of the day 
on which he was to have performed TheStranger, 
be receivec), for the first time« the distressing in- 
telhgende of the death of his second son, a 
yonth fn whom his tenderest hopes were cen- 
tered, and whose amiable manners had brought 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AKD THEATRICALS. 273 

into action the. tendereat affections of a parent 
The Play, in consequence of this, was deferred ; - 
and| dimng the interyal, he had in vain endea* 
▼oured to calm the agitation of his niind. — ^The 
success withyhich he performed the part called 
for a second rq)resentation (August 2, 17930 ^^ 
which he fell a sacrifice to the poignancy of. 
his own feelings, and when the audience .were 
doomed to witness a catastrophe which was 

truly, melancholy 

In the fourth act, Baren Sif^nfort obtains an 
interview with. The Stranger, whom he discovers 
to be his old friend. He prevails on him. to re- 
late the cause of his seclusion from the world : 
in this relation the feelings. of Mr. Palmer were 
visibly much agitated, and, at the momenthe 
mentioned his wife and children, having utter- 
ed.(as in the character,) *^ there %s another and 
a better world T he fell lifeless on the stage. 
The audience supposed for the moment that his 
fall was nothing more. than, a studied addition 
to the part ; but on seeing him carried off in 
deadly stiffness, the utmost astonishment and 
terror became depicted in every countenance. 
Hamerton, Callan, and Mara, were the persons 
who conveyed the lifeless corpse from the stage 

VOL. 11, T 
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bat <hey yMdsdiiMt Miagki dvop^ol UMd^Umd 
etery ottier:miBaiM afi.itn»(alatk»feiniere^httd 
rtfoootM tD| uMibvteftctv 

The gentfemenof the teiAf^.^diogL every 
eadet^eer iM^edtital; fiBomndly Mmouiiced .liis 
death; 'nM^eergidakaperafioaSte^eib the* body 
cottChiiied tabottt fiii:hMri; sftesUehy^allliflpce 
of recovery haTing vanishedy hecwae. joarried 
heme to hit liidgmge^ <m\ mkkf', wbereai veg^ular 
iivreatory was Matn ot^kmspMj^i^. MivAidb* 
iD» liie*DMBager, osmeon the fttafeio* aaneiaBce 
the inetaiieh6lf«¥eat totibe^adieiice^imtwas so 
coittpletrif oveveeme withvgraef'as l:o be inoapa-. 
ble of' uttering a tenlence^ jaMl,waaat. length 
fofoedto rcttrd, without beia^ a^lertoeniake bus** 
sdfttademoedt he^ras bathedintteacs^^uMlp for 
the moment, eunk sunder. tlie<igeneDOue(feeiiBgs 
of his manly aature, lacledon theai^ftme for-p 
ward, and mustered sofficient'ies^iidoii to com** 
municttte the dreadful cveumstanoe.^ — The house 
was instantly evacuated, in mournful silenee, and 
the peofftle forming themselves into parties, con- 
templated ikke fatal occurrence in.the open square, 
tiU a late hour next morning. Doctors Mitchell 
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apd'Corry gave it ^d tbeif oplniofi tfa^t he certainly . 
died of a broken heart, ili cbiis'equence of the fa- 
mily afflictions which he had lately experienced. 

RIOT AT THE HAytoARKiET THEATRE. 

Victor's History of the Stage contains the 
following account of the contest/ in 174d, 
at the Hay market Theatre, upon the attempted 
intirpduction of French actors, at a period' when 
the English ones were a^tuahy in want of bread, 
the fonher acting too, as per advertisement, by 
authority,' in a time wheii th^ same llieatre and 
that of Goodman's Fields' had' been shut up ' on 
the national performers. 

" People' went early to the Theatre, as a 
crowded house was certaiA. I was there, in the 
centre of the pit, where I. soon perceived that we 
were visited by two Westminster' justices, Deveil 
and Manning. The leaders, who had the con- 
duct of the opposition, were kiiown to be there, 
one of whom called aloud for the song in praise 
of English roast beef, which was accordingly 
sung in the gallery, by a person prepared for 
that purpose, and the whole house, besides 
joining in the chorus, saluted the close with three 
huzzas. This, Justice Deveilwas pleased to say, 
was a riot, upon which disputes commenced di- 
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reedy, which were carried on with some degree 
of decency on both sides. . The justice first in- 
formed us, that he was come tb^ere as a magis- 
trate to maintain the king^s authority ; that Co- 
lonel Pulteney, with a full company of the guards, 
was without, to support him in the execution of 
his office ; and that it was the king's command 
the play should be acted, and that the obstructing 
it was i^^sing the king's authority; and if that 
w^re done he must read the proclamation, after 
which, all offenders would be secured by the 
guards in waiting directly. 

'' To all these most arbitrary threatenings, 
and the abuse of his majesty's name, the reply 
was in the following effect : that the audience 
had a legal right to shew their dislike to any 
play, or actors ; that the judicature of the pit 
had been acknowledged and acquiesced to, time 
immemorial; and, as the present set of actors 
were to take their fate from the public, they were 
free to receive them as they pleased. By this 
time, the hour of six drew near. The. French 
and Spanish ambassadors, with their ladies, the 
late Lord and Lady Gage, and Sir Thomas Ro- 
binson, a commissioner of the excise, all ap- 
peared in the stage-box together. At that in- 
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stant the curtain drew up, and discovered the 
actors standing between two files of grenadiers, 
with their bayonets fixed, and resting upon their 
firelocks. At this, the whole pit rose and unani- 
mously turned to the justices, who sat in the 
middle of it, to demand the reiison of such aibi-' 
trary proceedings. The justices either knew no- 
thing of the soldiers being placed there, or else 
thought it safest to declare so. At that decla- 
ration, they demanded of Justice Deveil(who 
bad owned himself the commanding officer in 
the affair) to order them off the stage : he did so 
immediately, and they disappeared. 

" Then b^an the serenade ; not only ccUcaUSf 
but aU the various portable instruments that 
could make a disagreeable noise, were brought 
upon this occasion, and were continually tuning 
in all parts of the house ; an attempt at speaking 
was ridiculous ; the actors retired ; and they 
opened with a grand dance of twelve men and 
tWj^lve women ; but even that was prepared for, 
and they were directly saluted with a bushel or 
two of peas, which made their capering unsafe. 
After this, they attempted to open the comedy ; 
but, had the actor a voice of thunder, it would 
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have been lost in the confused stnuns from a 
thousand various instraments. 
' " Here, at the waving of Deveil's hat, all vere 
silent, and (standing li]^ on his seat) he made a 
proposal to the house, to this effect: That, if 
they persisted in the opposition, he must read 
the proclamation ; that, if they would permit the 
play to go on, and be acted through that night, 
he would promise, on his honour, to lay their 
dislikes and resentments before the king, and be 
doubted not but a speedy end would be put to 
their acting. The answer to this proposal was 
very short and very expressive. ** No treaties ; 
No treaties.** At this, the jurtice called for can- 
dles, to read the proclamation, and ordered th^ 
guards to be 'in readiness; but a gentleman 
seized Mr. Deveil's hand, stretched out for the 
candle, and begged of him, to consider of what 
he was going to do, for his own sake, for our*s, 
for the king's ; that he saw the unanimous reso- 
lution of the house, and that the appearance of 
soldiers in the pit would throw us all into a tu- 
itiult, and must end with the lives of many.. This 
earnest remonstrance made the justice tujn pale 
and passive. At this pause, the actor^ ms^de a 
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seocmdiatUiiipt togo oi^i^aiBd 4be mfm^-twfi^ 
which coDtiauiog som«' time, the Amt^Maaiott 
and their ladies left thetex^ ^wkfob oe<Mioiied 
an universal huzza from the whole house ; and, 
after calling for «Witethsifeib» the curtain, dcJWn 
itfell.*^ 

COKKMNAB FAmCBS«i 

Olf £ of "Pi^lding's farces having been hrssed 
from the stage; when published, instead of the 
iBSual annuncktiony inthe title, of ** As: U wa.8.per- 
formed, &e.** he mubetitiited : the. moie eonect 
needlBg of, **A9 -ii v^aB^^ektmiM at ^the .Theatre 
Royal Drury Lane.'' 

In October 1813, a very witty farce, entitled 
" The Nondescript," was played at Covent 
Garden Theatre, and completely condemned 
Itefdre'dte end of the A^t act. Thfe humour it dis-^ 
jflayed, however, Watis so strSdn^, that it induced 
a bookseller to publishit on his own account ; 
atrd the autfaor'Verjrg^^'roirsty sent him a pre- 
face replete with %6etioui{nes^s, and a 'sltetch oi 
a titlfe fn Which it wa^ 'stated U'^f^inot performed. 

XPITAPH OK JAJC%SQVy Cfg TB«. N^QflW^fiiS 

Thomas Jackson, who was a favourite provin- 
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citl actor, lies buried in the cburcb*yard of Gil- 
lingham, Noifotk, with the following carious 
epitaph inscribed on the tombstone. 

*' Sacred to the memory of Thomas Jackson, Comedian, who 
was engaged December 21, 1741, to play a eomie eatt rfclfgr 
raeten in this great Theatre, the World, for many of wlu^ he 
was prompted by natore to excel. The teaeon being ended, 
his benefit o^er, the ekarget all paid, and his aecQunt closed, 
he made his exit in the TVa^^edy of '.Death,' on the 17tb of 
March, 1798, in fall assurance of being called once more to 
reheartal ; when he hopes to find huforfeUe all cleared, his 
eatt ef parte betteied, and his riituttUm made agreeable by 
Him who paid the great stocfc^bt for the love Uli bore topcr- 
-formert m geneial." 

OAERICKy AND WHITFIELD. 

Whek Mr. Whitfield was building his Taber- 
nacle^ in Tottenham Court Road, he employed the 
same carpenters that worked for Mr.- Garrick at 
Drury Lane Theatre. The reverend gentleman 
was at that time short of cash, and thecarpenter 
had remained unpaid for some weeks. B^ng'r 
one day, in conversation with Mr. Garrick, he 
entreated the manager to advance him a little 
moneyi as he had been disappointed by Mr. 
Whitfield. Garrick assisted the tradesman, and 
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immediately waited upon Mr, Whitfield; when, 
apologizing for his visit, he intimated to him what 
his carpenter had insinuated, at the same time 
offering a £500 Bank-note. It was accepted ; 
and thus this* Tabernacle of the Sectarian was 
raised by the Monarch of the Stage. 

OAREICKy AKD CHURCHILl's '* ROSCIAD.'^ 

When Churchill finished his " Rosciad," he 
waited on an eminent bookseller with the manu- 
script, but he had suffered so severely by the 
publication of poetry, jthat he was determined to 
have nothing more to do with any of the rhyming 
«sbn8 of Apollo, unless he were indemnified 
from sustaining loss . This condition Churchill 
could not comply with. The bookseller, how- 
ever, recommended to him a worthy young man, 
who had Just ventured his little fortune on the 
uncertain sea of ink, and who would probably 
mn the risk of the publication. Churchill 
waited upon him, and found every thing as he 
wished. 

The poem was printed, advertised, and, at the 
end of five days, ten copies were sold.^ Chur- 
chill was thunderstruck, and the bookseller was 
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Uttle leu ch^rined« At the end of four days 
moie^ h^ found that six other eepies were sold : 
the poet was almost frantic, and hurried away to 
a friend, to .acquaint him with his hacd fate. His 
friend, who was intimate with Garrick, posted to 
him the next morning, and informed hinx what a 
beautiful picture of his astonishing abilities had 
just appeared ' in >' The Bosfiiad.'' Oatziok swal- 
lowed the gilded pill with avidity, instantly tient 
for the. poem, read it, and sounded its praises 
every where. The next evening the publisher 
had not a single copy left, and, in a few weeks, 
Churchill found himself richer than any <{K>et 
whose estate lay at that time on Parnassus, so 
extensive was the sale of the *' Rosciad." 

THE O. p. WAR. 

On the 18th of September^ 1809, the pnesent 
xnagniScent Temple of Melpomene and Thalia, 
Covent Garden Theatre, was opened to the pub* 
lie ; and, on that night, commenced a contest be- 
tween the managers and the public, without any 
parallel in theatrical historyv 

The chief causes of disagreement were, in the 
first place, the alienation of an entire tier of 
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boxes from public occupaocy, which wew trans- 
formed into prioate boxes; — secondly, the caisiog 
of the prices of th^ entranoe money to the boxes 
and pit ; the former being adyanced from Ss. to 78. 
and the latter from 38. 6d. to 4s.; and, thirdly, 
the engagement of Maijame Cs^talani* 

The opening play yras " Macbeth.'^ Prior to 
the .performance of whichy Mr. Kemble appeared 
in the costume, of thp Scottish Thane, to 
speak an address, written by George Colman, 
which haid slept ip the lap of oblivion for some 
years.. Re w^^ re<?^ivjed ,i«fitb volUps of lus^iiig, 
.hooting, groans, |E^ld catcalls. He appeared to 
speak the pointless ,ad<lre8s« announced rfor the 
occasion, but whether he.did jq ornot, itwaaim- 
possible to discern. His attitudes were iiqplo- 
ring, but in vain. Cries of ** No imposition,"r— 
*" No Catalani :*' and, for the 4r8t time, the sym- 
bolic watch-word of *\ Qld prices/' resounded 
in alarming unison through the house, and obU- 
ged him to deisif t. 

The play proceeded in .panV>mim^; not a word 
was heard, ,§ave now ai^4 then ,the deeply mQd^• 
lated tones of l^rs. Sjiddons. On her entrance 
she seemed disturbed by ^ clamour ; but in 
the progressive stages of her action^ she Wient 
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through her part with wonderful composure. 
Mr. Kemble appeared greatly agitated, yet in no 
instance did his trouble interrupt him in carrying 
on the ** cunning of the scene :" Perhaps a finer 
dumb shew was never witnessed.' In the scene 
where C* Kemble, as Majcduff^ triumphs over the 
fallen usurper, the audience took considerable 
delight. Many cried out, " Well done, kill him, 
Charley I*' and exulted in the ideal pangs of the 
dying Macbeth. 

The performances of the evening closed with 
the entertainment of the " Quaker.'* who was as 
dumb as though ** the spirit did not move him.** 
The whole was over before ten o'clock. 

After the curtain dropped, the audience kept 
their seats, in expectation of the managers coming 
forward . They were loudly called for, yet did not 
condescend to appear. The only excess in which 
the spectators indulged was a noisy disapproval 
of, what they conceived to be, unjustifiable innova- 
tions on their prescriptive rights ; they continued 
clamorous even after midnight. There was a 
complete rivalry between the public and the ma- 
nagers, in exhaustion of patience* 

When Mr. Kemble made his first appearance 
to speak the address, a paper was handed to him 
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from the pit ; he glanced at it, and, as it is supr 
pQsed, found it not to be friendly, for he blushed, 
and huddled it into his pocket. The audience 
singled him out as the object of their peculiar 
disapprobation, and in the entire second act, 
stood up with their backs turned to him. Indeed, 
through the whole play, they kept a standing po- 
rtion on the benches, with their hats on. A 
candle was thrown at Mr. Listen, during the per- 
formance of the " Quaker." 

When the magistrates appeared, the indignant 
cries of '' No police in a Theatre" induced those 
ill-advised men to make their congas, and retiie. 
Constables attempted to clear the pit and galle- 
ries; in the former they met with opposition^ 
and evasion in the latter; the tenants of the 
upper gallery dropping themselves quietly into 
the under. 

By degrees, the uproar subsided into the 
loyal effusion of *' God Save the King," when 
those who remained, retired, and the house was 
cleared at half-past twelve. 

The above concise detail of the tumult that 
occurred on the first night of the re-opening of 
Covent Garden Theatre, may be taken as a fair 
sample of the diversions practised therein for 
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sixty-six nights m succession^ when peace was 
proclaimed by both public and managers ; both 
parties agreeing to the reduction of the pit- price 
from 48. to 3s. 6d. the advancement of the boxes 
from 6s. to 7s. and the reduction in point of num- 
ber of the private boxes, together with the non-en- 
gagement of Madame Catalani. 

During this " Theatric War," it may be 
guessed the wits were not backward in showering 
down their lampoons on the hapless managers. 
Kc^rable, of course, came in for his full share of 
pasquinades, some of which are certainly worthy 
of being treasured here ; from which we select 
the two following. 

Soliloquy or thx Mooa op Covbmt GASosif. 

I had been kap^ if th' united Hoose, 
Pil, gallcrief , and boxes, — all bad paid 
Their money ehmH^t and riot we had none. 
Oh ! now for erer farewell, ambition's hope ! 
Farewell applause ! and side-long glances 
From the boxes, thro' the sticks of fan. 
Or from behind the kerchief-^eiled face. 
Farewell oar golden hopes of swelling bags^ 
And long account at banker's. 
Farewell, ye wanton toys of feather'd Cupid 
In th' anti-chambers of the private annuals! 
Hark ! the loud twanging of the bugle-hom. 
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Th* ear-piercing.irfaiktie, and terrific bell, 
The plagojplscurd, dmin, and deaf^tng rattle ^ 
The ▼oice Stentorian, and the Mrpent's hbt 1 
Sibilant !— all, all awake me 
From dreams deinaiTe of-etenal triumph ! 
And ye, yeeatcallsi ol infernal sonnd. 
Whose barbaroi|s <ounds might even split the ears 
-Of Belzebab himself, — cease your horrific din. 
No more the valiant Dan, with liost of Itrael, 
Flank'd and supported by the Bow-street tribe 
Of myrmidon^, and bruisers squaring in the pit ;•— 
No more the phalanx dares to face the town.- 
O'erwhelro'd by numbers and determin'd hate ;— 
No more the orders in the boxes now 
Support the managers,-— but placards wave. 
And O* P's. shine from every box ! — initials hateful : 
AU« aH> our'«fforts arc in. vain, and fate decides 
By the iond Tpicejof the peopUt—^irrssistibU, 
That prices.be reduced, and privacies 
Thrown open.— 
TtLreweW,-^ Othello* s occupation's gone ! 

AnACREON IV Bow Street. 
By the authw of** My Pocket BoakJ* 

As rapt I sweep the golden lyre. 
To love I cry, " my notes inspire, 

And let me sing of Rosa :'' 
But Thespian wars fill all my strain, 
Tom Harrb, junior, hopeless swain ! 

John Kemble and Mendoza. 
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Then, if I to the stage belong, 

O ! let roe s'ing the charms of song. 

Of Billington and Braham ! 
In vain, again my wishes fail, 
I sing of nought bat heavy bail. 

Of Townsend and of Graham. 

The soul of harmonj is dead, 
And vilest discord reigns instead. 

With rioting and battles. 
To shrieking owls are tum'd my doves. 
To O. P. men the little loves : 

My lyre to horns and rattles. 

THE UNSUCCESSFUL GHOST. 

An unfortunate dibutant who made his appear- 
ance as the Ghostf in " Hamlet/' was so rudelj 
treated by the audience, that, in the midst of the 
scene, he took off his visor» and put the audience 
in perfect good humour by saying, ** Ladies and 
Gentlemen, it was my hope to please you ; if I 
have failed, / must give up the Ghost." 



END OF VOL. II. 



LONDON : 

Piintedby D. S. Maurice, Fenchurch-street 
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